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TH E following tranflatioiit (a 
few fheets excepted) was ex-* 
scored by the late Uodor Qold* 
fmitb. It is unneceiTary to dwell 
upon the merit of a work, which 
has the ilamp of his name to give 
it cunency. It was an undertaking 
for which^ the natural eafe^ and 
delicacy of his (lile^ united to his 
exqui'ite tafte for humpur» peculiarly 
adapted him. He has preferved the 
genuine fpirit of Scarron unimpaired^ 
and taught him to relate his pieafan* 
try with grace, in good Eng\i(b. 
Mr. SAvage and fome others gare a 

tranflatxon 
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tr^flation of th^ faiOB aufjior fomc 
years ago, but whether pwing to 
want of attention, or frboi adhering 
too implicitly to the French idionit 
it is but a nicagre fobftitutc for the 
original. It will be neceflary to ac- 
quaint the reader, that the third 
p^t of jthe Comic Romance was 
not written by Scarron. Before he 
could enter upon it, death fnatched 
the pen from/ his hand, and it was 
unfortunately refiimed by one .witl\- 
out'l fpark of his tafte or Ipirit, 
i<5reat liberties have therefore been 
iaken by , the tranflator with thii 
part. As far as his difcernment 
affifted him, he hat curtailed its re- 
dundancies, and .expunged the im- 
potent efforts of faife wit, .which 
^ frequently gleam through it. Indeed 
he has retained very little more than 
fufficient to maintain ' the. thread of 
the narrative, fuppofing that the 
plained food dreficd aft«r the En- 
glifti fafliion, would be more agree- 
able to his readers, than a miferable 
t*'rench ragout, cbmpofed of nothing 
t)Ut garlick and lallad. 
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-THE 

COMIC ROMANCE. 

q H A P- I. 

V Ragotin[s^aHic fear aiUnded.miti dif/ifiir'% 
the adventure t^ the dead body ^ another 
* ^' ^^uarrel •, and fame furprizing accidents 
worthy u place in this authentic hifiary. 

LEANDER, as I laid before, was 
lookvigpiu at the window towards 
the place from whence hk. man was.; to 
"come, when, turning his head on the 
other ^fidei he faw little R^otin, juft ar- 
firing, booted up to the waiil, mounted 
on a little mule, and accompanied by- 
Rancour Md Oliver holding his ftirrups ; 
one on each fide, like thofe footmen who 
|ialk,^by, the fid^ of a city marfhars 
hprfc on a lord mayor's d^. They, had 
* VoJU II. B learned 
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-2- THECOMIC 

learned from town to town which way 
Deftiny went j and, by often enquiring, 
here foun^ him at laft. Deftiny went 
down to meet them, and carried them up 
into his chamber. They did not at firft 
know young Leander •, his looks, it feems, 
being changed with his cloaths j yet, left 
they fliould find out who he was, Deftiny 
ordered him to go down and fee that 
fupper was got ready, with the fame 
authority with which he ufed to fpeak to 
him ; and becaufe the ftroUers by that 
began to know him again, and wondered 
at his gentleman-like appearance, Deftiny 
i»ld them, that an uncle of his in the 
Lower Mayne had equipped him from 
Jiead to foot, juft as they faw him ; and 
had given him money befides, to make 
hkn quit the ftage ; which he, neverthe- . 
lefs, had refofed to do, and therefore 
came away fronci him without fo much 
as taking his leave. 

Deftiny and the reft now afked one 
another for news, about what they all 
had been looking after; but were not 
however, the wifer for their queftions. 
Ragotin aflured Deftiny he had left the 
women in good health, though much 
afflifted by Angelica's elopement. At 
laftj night being come, they went to 

fupper ; 
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fupper ; the new comers drank hard, and 
the reft like fober men. Ragotin began 
to be merry, challenged every body to 
-drink, broke many a filly jeft, and fung 
in fpite of the company : but nobody 
caring to fecond him, and the hoftefs*s 
brother-in-law having learnedly reprefent- 
^, that it did not look decent for them 
to made a debauch fo near the corpfe^ 
Ragotin made lefs noife, but drank a 
great deal more wine. They afterwards 
went to bed ; Deftiny and Leander ia 
the room they had already taken ; and 
Ragotin, Rancour, and Olive in a little 
room next the kitchen, by the chamber 
•where lay the corpfe. The hoftefs took 
up her quarters in an upper room, near 
that of Deftiny and Leander, both to 
avoid the ghaftly fight of a dead huft>and,' 
and to receive the confolatory vifits of 
her friends, who came to her in great 
numbers j for flie was one of the moft 
wealthy women of the village, and as 
much beloved by every body, as her 
huftand was hated. 

All things were now profoundly filent 
in the inn; the dogs were afleep; at 
leaft they did not bark ; and all the other 
animals flept likewife, or ought to have 
ib done. This tranquility lafted till 
B 2 between 
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between two and three o'clock in the 
morning, when, all on a fudckn, Ragotin 
cried out as loud as he could bawl, that 
Rancour was dead. Thus at jonce he 
awakened Olive, rouzed Deftiny and 
Leander, and got them to come down 
into the kitchen in order to weep, or at 
ieail to fee Rancour, who, he faid, had 
juft fuddenly expired by his fide. Deftiny 
and Leander followed him ; and the firft 
thing they faw as they entered the room, 
was Rancour walking up and down like 
a man in good health, which, you know, 
is not always pradicable immediately 
after death. Ragotin, who went in BrA^ 
no fooner iaw him, but he flew back as 
if in danger, of treading on a ierpent or 
ftepping off a precipiece ; gave a horrid 
ihriek, turned as pale as death, and 
knocked his head fo fiercely again!): 
Deftiny*s and Leander's, as he flew out 
of the room, that he was like to have 
thrown them to the ground, in making 
his efcape to a garden that belonged to 
the inn. Deftiny and Leander afked 
Rancour the particulars of his death j to 
"which he anfwered, that he could not 
give fo good an account of it as Ragotin, 
whom he believed to be a little crack 
brained. In the mean time, while Olive 

was 
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ivas fplitting his fides with laughing, and 
Rancour flood fpecchlds and unconcern- 
ed, as he ufed to do upon luch occafions, 
and neither of them would difcover what 
they knew of the matter, Leander made 
after Ragotin, whom he found lurking 
behind a tree, and trembling more with 
fear than cold, though he was only in his 
Ibirt. His fancy was fo full of dead 
Rancour, that he prefently took Leander 
for his ghoft; and was going to run 
away as he advanced towaros him. Next 
arrived Deftiny, whom he took for 
another ghoft; and both alking him 
feveral queftions, without obtaining any 
nnanner erf" anfwcr, they, at laft, took bim 
under the arms, in order ^ to carry him 
back to his chamber •, but as they were 
fteppingout of the garden, and Rancour 
advancing to come into it, Ragotin dif- 
engaged himfelf from thofe that held 
him, and looking bdiind with wild ftar- 
ing eyes, thruft himfelf into a thicket of 
rofe buflies; where he was entangled 
from head to foot, and not able to get 
out time enough to avoid the encounter 
of Rancour, who called him mad-man a 
thouiand times, and told him he muft be 
fliut up. They all three pulled him out 
of the rofe-bu(hes •, Rancour gave him a 
B 3 found 
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found flap on the breech, xo let him feci 
he was not dead, and at laft our frighted 
little man was carried back to his room, 
and put to bed again. But he fcarce wa& 
got into it, when a great noife of female 
voices, which they heard in the next 
room, put them to a ftand to know what 
was the matter. Thefe were not the 
complaints of one affliftcd woman alone, 
but the hideous cries of feveral together, 
^s when they are in a fright. Deftiny 
went into the room, where he found fouf 
or five women with the hoftefs, who were 
looking under the beds, and in the 
chimney, and were terribly frighted. He 
aflced them what the matter was ? wheri 
the hoftefs, half crying, half fpeaking, 
told him, flie did not know what was 
become of her poor hulband's corpfe. 
She h^d fcarce uttered thefe words before 
ihe began to howl; and all the other 
women, as if it had been a howling con- 
cert, anfwering her in a chorus, made 
fo great and lamentable a noife, that 
every body in the inn went into that 
room,. and all the neighbours and goers- 
by came into the inn. 

In the mean time an arch pilferer of 
a cat, feized upon a pidgeon, which ah 
unwary maid had left half larded, on the 

kitchca 
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kitchen-drefler, and retiring with her prey 
into Ragotin's chamber, hid herfelf un- 
der the bed where he lay with. Rancour^ 
The maid followed pufs, with a faggot- 
flick in her hand, and looking under the 
bed to know what was become of her 
pidgeon^ cried out as loud as Ihe could, 
that flie had found her mafter ; which (he 
repeated fo often, that the hoftefs and 
the reft of the women came to her^ The 
maid fell about her miftrefs's neck, and 
told her fhe had found her mafter, with 
Aich a tranfport of joy, that the poor 
widow was afraid her huft)and was come 
to life again, for they took notice that fhe 
immediately turned as pale as a. malefac- 
tor upon receiving his fentence. At laft 
the maid bid them look under the bed,- 
where they efpied t-he corpfe they had 
been fo much in pain about. Although 
it was very heavy, the greateft difficuicy 
was not to get it from, thence, but to 
know who had put it there ; however, 
they carried it into its chamber again, - 
where they. began to drefs it for burial. 
The players withdrew up ftalrs to^ 
Deftiny's room, who all this while did 
not know what to make of thefe ftrange 
accidents. As for Leander, his headi 
ran upon nothing but his dear Angelica^ 
^4 which^ 
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which made him as fulkn and pcnfive^ 
as Ragotini was fony that RMicour was 
not dead 5 by whofe raillery be was fo 
modified, that he had not a word to %, 
contrary to his cuftom of talking con- 
tinually, and intruding upon all convcr- 
fations, right or wrong. Rancour and 
Glive were fo littk furprized, both at 
Ragotin's panic terror, and the tranfmi- 
gration of a dead corpfe from one room 
to another without any human affiftance, 
at Icaft that any body knew of, that 
Deftiny began to fufpeft they had na 
fmall lliare in the prodigy* 

In the mean time while they were de- 
bating the cafe in the kitchen, in order to 
know the truth of the matter, a plough-' 
man, v/hojuft then came from the field 
10 eat his dinner, hearing one of the 
maids relate in a great fright, that her 
mailer's corpfe had got up of itfelf and 
walked, told her, that as he went through 
the kitchen by break of day, he faw two 
men in their fhirts, who carried it on their 
fhoulders into the room where it was 
found. The brother of the deceaft;d 
bearing what the fellow bad faid, and 
highly refenting fo ludicrous an a^ion, 
che widow and her friends were prefently 
made acquainted with it ; all were very 

much 
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much offended at it, and with one voice 
concluded, that thole men muft certainly 
be forcerers, and t^at they defigjncd to* 
do fomc wicked thing or other with the 
corpie. 

Whilft they were paffing this ra(h judg*^ 
ment upon them Rancour happened ta 
come into the kitchen, to bid them cany 
up fomething for breakfaft into the 
ftroUer's chamber, the brother of the de«- 
ceafed afked him, why he had carried his 
brother's body into his room ? But Ran- 
cour was fo far fiom returning an anfwer^ 
that he did not fo much as exchange Sl 
look with him v on which the widow re- 
|)ettted'her brother's queftton j and receiv- 
ing only the like filent contempt for aa 
anfwer, fl^w in Rancour's hw as furioufly 
as a Uoncis bereft of her whelps; her 
brother-in-law gave him a cufF^ the 
hoile6's fr i en d did not ipare him ; and 
(he maids put in for their (hare, as did 
alio the men» But a fingle man could not 
afibrd room for fo many ftrikers, who 
rather hindered one another; Rancour 
idone againfl: fo many, and by confequenoe 
fy many againit him, was not daunted at 
the number of his enemies ; and, there- 
fore making a virtue of neceffity, he be- 
^n to ufe all that ftrength and adivity 
E 4 whicin 
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which God Almighty had put into hh 
hands, and left the reft to fortune. Never 
was an unequal fight fo obftinately main- 
tained ; for Rancour preferving his judg- 
ment amidft the greateft dangers, made 
ufe of his policy as well as ftrength, dealt 
his blows with prudence, and improved 
them to the beft advantage. He gave 
many a box which, not faUing full upon 
the firft cheek it met, glanced upon a 
fecond, and fometimcs a third, bccaufe 
he generally whirled about when he was 
going to ftrike 5 fo tJiat with one fingle 
blow, he often extrafted three different 
founds, out pf three different pair of 
chops. At the noife of the combatants, 
Olive came down into the kitchen, and 
had fcarcc time to difcern his comrade 
amidft all thofe that belaboured him, but 
he felt himfelf more fiercely attacked even 
than Rancour, ^hofe valour and vigorous 
refiftance now began to ftrike his foes 
with terror; therefore two or three of 
thofe whom Rancour had beat moft, 
fell foul upon Olive to obtain their re- 
venge. The noife increafed, and at the 
fame time the hoftefe received ibch a 
blow on her little pigs-nyes, ' that fhe 
faw a hundred thoufand lights at the fame 
time, (this is a certain number for a^ 
3 uncertain 
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uncertain one) and was intirely difabled* 
She howled and roared more horribly, 
and perhaps more heartily than (he had 
done at her hufband's death. Her howl- 
ing brought all the neighbours to her 
houfe, and Deftiny and Leander into the 
kitchen. Though thefc laft came with a 
ipirit of peace, yet they prefently had 
war made upon them, without feying 
why or wherefore ; and as they did not 
want cuffs and blows, neither were they 
fo uncivil as to fuffer thofe to want, who 
had been fo bountiful as to give them with 
fuch freedom. The hofteS, her friends, 
and her maids cried out thieves, and were 
now only bare fpe<5tators of the fight ; 
fome- with eyes black and blue, others 
with bloody nofcs, fome with broken 
chops; and ail of them with head-drefles, 
gowns, fhifts, Ibirts, coats, hats and 
wigs torn to pieces. The neighbours 
cfpoufed the quarrel of the hoftefs againft 
thofe flie called thieves •, and it wpuTd re- 
quire a better pen than mine to defcribe, 
the noble blows that were afterwards 
given and received on both fxdes. At 
laft animofity and fury had fo pofleffed 
their breafts, that they began to feize on 
the lpi<;3, and all other moveables that 
one might fling at another's head j when 
B 6 the 
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. the eurate coming accidentally into the . 

• kitchen, endeavoured to procure peace* 
To fpcak the truth, although they alt 

• had a mighty re^cft for his charaftcr^ 
yet would he, in all probability, have 
had much ado to have parted the com- 
batants, if wcarinefs had not inclined 
them to hearken to advice. 

Thus, though all afts of hoftility ceafed. 
on both jfides, yet the noife continued as. 
before ; for every one endeavoured to be 
heard firft; the women cfpccially bc*^ 
fore the men ; whereupon the poor good 
man was. fain to Hop his ears, and run ta 
the door for relief* This having filcnced 
the moft vociferous, he faced about, en«» 
tered the field of battle, and commanded 
the inn-keeper's brother to fpeak^ He 
firft of all complained of the dead corpfe 
being carried from one room to another,,. 
and exaggerated the enormity of the fadh 
Rancour and Olive pleaded guilty to the 
indiftment, but protefted withal^ that 
they had not done this with any ill iment,, 
and only to fright one of their comrades, 
as they really did. The curate blamed 
them very much for it, and fbewed them 
the ill confequencc pf fuch an action,, 
which was carrying a^jeft too far» How^ 
tvQT^ beng a man of part3, / and of great. 

interjeit 
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Intcreft among his parifliioncrs, he found 
no difficulty in adjufting the quarrel •, and 
fo all parted upon even terms. But wild 
difcord with her hifling fnakes inftead of 
hair, had not yet completed the mifchief 
&e deligned to do in. that houfe ; for 
there was heard in the upper room fucb 
roaring, as little differs from that of a>. ^ 
hog when he is going to be ftuck y and ' 
yet he who roared at this rate was n<h 
other than Ragotin. The curate, the 
ftroUcrs, and fcveral others running up 
to him, found him funk up to the ears iit 
a great wooden-cheft, where the hofte& 
kept her linnen ; and, whaf was yet more 
grievous to the poor entrapped Racotin^ 
the lid of the trunk, which was thick and 
heavy^ bad fallen upon his legs, and 
&iueezed them ib, that it grieved one's: 
heart to fire it. A lufty chamber-maid,, 
who ftood by when they entered the 
zoom, and looked very much concerned^ 
was fufpcftcd of having put the little man- 
into fo ill a place. This was the truth of" 
die bufinefs; and (he was fo proud of 
what (he had done, that whilft Ihc was 
making one of the beds> ihe did not 
vouchfefe to mind how they couU get 
Ragotin out of the uunk, nor lb much 
M ^wcx tbofe who afked her the occa- 

fioa 
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fion of the n(»k they heard. In the meair 
time the little man got out of the trap, 
and had no fooner the ufe of his feet but 
he rah to his fword. They hindered him 
from laying^ hold on cold iron, but could 
not keep him from clofing with the tall 
maid, whom he could not prevent giving 
him fuch a' fierce blow on the pate, that 
all the vaft feat of his narrow reafon was 
fhaken by it. This^ made himAart three 
fteps backwards^; but it had been but a 
Ipring towards a leap, had not Olive held 
him by the breeches as he was going to 
flioot like^aferpent againft his dreadful 
advcrfarvv Tiic effort he made'( though to 
no purpofe) ^as fo violent, that the waift- 
band of his breeches was broken by it 5 
and thereby the peace of our company re- 
cftablilhed in unanimous laughter. The 
curate forgot his gravity, and the inn* 
keeper's brother his afiUftion. fiagotin 
alone was not difpofed to merriment^ 
and therefore turned his anger againft 
Olive ; who being offended at it, truffed 
him up, and carried him (brandifhing 
his legs) to the bed whiqh the maid was 
making ; where, with the ftrcngth of a 
Hercules, he pulled down his breeches 
(the waiftband already being broken) 
and then lifting up his hands, and lettmg 

them 
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them fall quick and amain on his thighs- 
and places adjacent, in the twinkling 
of an eye, made thcni look as red as 
fcarlet. Bold Ragotin flung himfel? with* 
great courage from the bed on the 
ground : but this venturous aftion was 
not attended with the fuccefs it deferved ;. 
his foot got into a chamber-pot, which to 
his great misfortune had been left by the 
bed-flde, and went in fo deep, that not 
being able to get it out by the help of the 
other foot, he durft not Itep from the 
bed-flde where he was, for fear of making 
more fport for the company, and bring- 
ing their raillery upon him, which he bore 
more impatiently than any other manr 
could. Evenr body wondered to fee hinr 
fo quiet, after fo great an emotion; 
Rancour fufpcded there was fomething 
r more than ordinary in the matter, and 
therefore having caufed him to come out 
from the bed-flde, half willing, half noti 
all the company then perceived- his con* 
finement, and nobody could forbear 
laughing at the pewter-foot he had macje 
for himfelf. However, we Ihall leave 
him treading the metal with pride and 
contempt, that we may go and welcome 
a- new company which came at the fame 
time to the inn. ^ 

;>* CHAR 
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CHAP- 'IL 

The Hiftory of Ragotin^s Feoi^ 

HA D Ragocin by his own ftrength, 
and without the help of his friends^ 
been able to take his foot from the cham- 
ber-pot, his anger would have lafted at 
fcaft all the remainder of the day : but 
he was obliged to abate fomewhat of his 
natural pride, and be fubmiflive \ humbly 
befeeching Deftiny and Rancour to pro- 
cure the liberty of his foot, right or left^ 
I know not which> for it never came to 
my knowledge. He did not addrefs 
himfelf to Olive, from what had palled 
betwixt them : neverthelefs, Olive came 
to his aid, without entreaty, and both his 
companions and he ufed ^heir endeavours 
to rekafe him. The repeated efl^rts 
Ragotin had made to get his foot free^ 
had caufcd it to fwell, and thpfe which 
Deftiny and Olive ufed, fwelled it yet a: 
great deal more. Rancour put his hand 
to it firft of all, but fo aukwardly, oc 
rather malicioudy, that Ragotin thought 
he had a mind to make him lame for 
ever. He defircd him very earneftly to 
let it alone, as alfo his comrades, and lb 
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hid himfclf down upon a bed, till the 
fmith they had fent for, could coine to 
file the pot off his foot. The remaining 
part of the day paffed pretty quietly m 
the inn, thpugh fomewhat melanchaly"^ 
betwixt Deftiny and Leander, the one 
being very much in pain about his. man^ 
who did not come to bring him news of 
his miftref$, according to promife ; the 
other not finding in his heart to be merry 
without his Stella ; befides, he was con- 
cerned at the rape of Angelica^ and pitkd 
poor Leander, in whofe face he few all 
the n>arks of deep affliftioo. Rancour 
and Olive foon made a match with fome 
of the inhabitants of the village, who 
were at bowls 5 and Ragotin, the opera- 
tion on his foot being over, compofed 
Iiimfclf to reft. But whether he was 
rcall;^ fl^pyt or afhamed to appear in 
public after this unlucky adventure, I 
wUl not pretend to declare. The corpfe 
of the inn-keeper was carried to his long 
home; and the hoftefs, notwithftanding 
the pious thoughts her hufband^s death 
ought to have fuggefted, exaded foon 
after upon two Engliih men, who were 
going to Paris, with as much barbarity 
as if flic had been the keeper of a Dutcfv 
tavern. 

The 
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The fiJn was juft fet, when Deftinjr 
and Leander, who could not ftir fron> 
the window, began to fpy a coach* with 
four horfes, attended by three men on 
horfeback, and four footmen. Soon 
after, the maid came to defire them to^ 
rcfign their chamber to the new company ; 
whereupon Ragotin was obliged t9 fhew 
himfelf, although he had a mind to keep 
his apartment, yet he was forced to fol- 
low Deftiny and Leander Into that, where 
the day before he fancied he had feen 
Rancour die. Deftiny was known in the 
kitchen by one of the gentlemen in the 
coach, who was the fame counfellor of 
the parliament of Rcnnes, with whom he 
got acquainted at the wedding, fo fatal 
to poor Cave. Ttjis* fenator, enquired of 
Deftiny 'after Angelica, and exprefled a 
concern that fhe was not found. His 
name was la Garouffiere, a man of wit,, 
and one who did not think himfelf ^ a 
country wit neither; for in faft, he gene- 
rally came to Paris to fpend a lum of 
money in the public houfcs, and put on 
black when the court went into mourning. 
This being duly verified and recorded, 
ought to be as good as a patent, if not 
of nobility, at leaft of gentility ; befides, 
be was a wit for the fame reafon. thaD 

moft 
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moft people pretend to have their fharc 
in amuffcments, as well thofe that have 
fkill in them, as proud, brutifli, and 
ignorant coxcombs, who pafs their rafh 
cenfures both upon vcrfe and profe, 
though, at the fame time they think it a 
diflionour to write well, and would, upon 
occafion, reproach a man as much for 
making books as for coining. However^ 
ftrollers are the better for thefe pre- 
tenders, and are the more carefled in all 
the towns in which they aft ; for being 
the parrots of the poet, and fome among 
them who have wit, writing fometimea 
plays, either out of their own ftock, or 
borrow from others, people are in ^ 
manner ambitious of knowing them, and 
of being in their company. In our. days 
the world has done jiiftice to their pro- 
feffion, and Ihewed a greater efteem for 
them than formerly; and, to fpeak the 
truth, plays in themfelves arc a tnoA in- 
nocent diverfion, and may be as inftruc- 
tive as entertaining. They are, now 
a-days, at leaft at Paris, purged from 
their former licentioufnefs ; and it were 
to be wiflied, the play-houfes were a& 
well cleared of pick-pockets, pages, foot- ^ 
men, whores, orange-wenches, and fuch 
other vermin, who haunt thofe places, 

rather 
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rather to exercife their profeflions, than 
to hear the wit of the poet. But 
let us end this digreffion. Monfieur la 
GaroufRere was overjoyed to find Deftiny 
in the inn, and made him promife to fup 
with the company of the coach, which 
confided of the bridegroom of Mans, 
bis bride, whom he was carrying to her 
own country Laval, the- bridegroom's 
mother, a gentleman of tbatprovmce, aa 
advocate of the council, and monfieur la 
Garouffiere, all related to one another, 
and whom Deftiny faw at the wedding 
where Angelica was ftolen away. Add 
to all theie I have named, a chamber- 
maid, or waiting-woman, and you may 
find that the coach was pretty well cram- 
ed ; not to mention that madam Bouvil- 
Ion (for fo was the bridegroom's mother 
called) was one of the largeft women in 
France, though perhaps the fliorteft ; for 
I am credibly informed, that one year 
with another, fhe carried thirty ftonc of 
fiefli, befides fome other heavy and folid 
matters which enter the compofition of a 
man body. By this defcription you 
11 eafily believe fhe was very juicy, as 
Ihort women generally are. Supper 
is ferved up, Deftiny appeared at table 
th that good mein which was infeper- 

ablc 
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able from him, and which at^ that time 
was. not in the leaft leflened by dirty 
linnen, Leander having furnifhed him 
with a clean flihrt and a cravat. He fpoke 
but littk, according to his cuftom; yet 
had he talked as much as the reft^ who 
all did it very mufti, he would not, per- 
haps, have faid fo njany impertinent 
things as they. La Garoufiiere helped 
him to a bit of every thing that was good 
on the uble. Madam Bouvillon did the 
fame in enxulation of la GarouiHere, and 
with fo little confideration, that in one 
moment all the difhes were empty, and 
Deftiny*s plate fo full of wi|>gs and legs 
of fowls, that I have often wondered 
fince, how they could raife by chance 
fuch a pyramid of meat, on fo narrow 
a bads as the bottom of a plate.' La 
GaroufBerc did not mind what he did, 
fo very bufy was he about talking poetry 
to Deftmy, to befpeak his good opinion 
of his own wit; madam Bouvillon, who 
had al(b a projed in her head, continued 
her good offices to the player, and find- 
ing no more pullets to carve, was reduced 
to help him to fome fwinging dices of 
a leg of mutton. He was at a lofs 
- what to do with them, and was looking 
for a place where to put two dices he 

had 
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Tiad in both his hands> when the country 
gentleman, who was unwilling to hold 
his tongue to the prejudice of his ftomach, 
afked Deftiny with a fmile, whether he 
could cat all the meat he had upon 
his plate ? Deftiny caft J^is eyes upon ity 
and was not a little lurprized to lee, al- 
moft level with his chin, an heap of carved 
pullets with which la Garouffiere and 
Bouvillon had eredbed a trophy to his 
merit. He blufhed, and could not for- 
bear laughing; Bouvillon was put out 
of countenance, la Garouffiere laughed 
heartily, and put all the company in fo 
good a humour, that they broke out , 
into a laughter for four or five feveral 
times fucceffively. The fervants began 
where their mafters left off, and laughed 
in their turns •, which the bride found fo 
comical, that breaking into immoderate 
laughter as (he was going to drink, fhe • 
fpouted the greateft"part of the wine 
which was in Tier glafs in her mother-in- 
law's face, and diftributed the reft either 
on the table, or the cloaths of thofe that 
fat next her. They all began to laugh 
again, except Bouvillon, who coloured 
at it, and caft an angry fook upon her 
poor daughter-in-law, which palled their 
joy a little. At laft they made an end 

of 
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^f laughing^ becaufe it is not poffiblc to 
laugh always*: madame Bouvillon and 
her fon wipedl^ff the wine which trickled 
down their eyes . and cheeks, and the 
young bride alked their pardons, having 
ftill muchr ado ^to forbear laughing, 
iDeftiny laid his plfte^on the middle of 
the table, and every one took his own 
ftiare out of it. They talked of nothing 
-clfe during the fupper, and raillery good 
or bad was carried on to a high pitch, 
though the ftrious ait- which madame 
Bouvillon put on prepofteroufly, did, 
in fome meafure, difturb the^-mirth of 
the company. As foon as fupper was 
over, and the cloth taken away, the 
ladies retired to the;ir chamber, the ad- 
vocate and the country fquire called for 
-caf ds, ^ and weiU to piquete ; la Garouf- 
fiere and Deftiny, who were none of thofe 
.that know not what to do when they do 
not play, had a verywngenious conver- 
fation together, and perhaps the beft that 
ever was held at an inn of Lower Mavne. 
La Garouffiere difcourfed with defign,' on 
all he thought moft remote from the 
knowledge of a player, whofe wit and 
judgment have generally narrower limits 
than his memory •, but Deftiny talked of 
every thing like a. man of great Ikill, and 
* who 
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who undcrftood the world- Among the 
1^, with all the nicety of difoernment 
imaginable, he diftinguifhed thoie women 
who have a great deal of wit, and never 
ufe it but upon occafion, from thofe who 
ufe it only to be thought witty ; like- 
wife thole women who endeavour to 
imitate fiUy buSbons, that can laugh at, 
-and even make themfelves licentious 
allufions and paltry equivocations ; in a 
word, that fet up for being the jefters of 
their parilh, from thofe who makje up 
the moll lovely and agreeable part of the 
beau-monde, and are the choiceft com- 
pany. He fpoke alfo of thofe women 
who write as well as thofe men that tfuke 
it their profeffion, and who do not publifh 
the produdions of their brain, merely 
out of a principle of moddly. ' La 
Garoufiiere, who was an accompliihed 
gentleman, and knew how to difcern a 
man of nice breeding, wondered how a 
ftroller could be fo well acquainted with 
true politenefs and civil converfatioo. 
Whilft he admires him within himfelf, 
and the advocate and gentleman, who by 
this time had givai over playing, upon a 
dilpute about a faced card, yawned and 
g^ed freq\}ently, which probably might 
proceed mnn an inclination to fleep ; 

three 
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Ar« beds were ge* ready for them in the 
chamber where they had fupped^ and 
Defttny retired to that c^ his companions^ 
where he lay with Leander. 



CHAP, III. 

jhother Difafter wbkh hefeU Ri^Hn^ 

RANCOUR and Ragotin lay m thd 
fame bed ; as for Olive, he fpent 

^ part of the night in ftitching up and damp- 
ing his cioaths, which had been torn iri 
fcveral places while he grappled with the 
paffionate Ra,gotiri. Thofe who were 
parrifcukrly acquainted with Ragotin; 
todc notice, that when he fcuffled with 
Any body, which he did frequently, h6 

' «ver tore or unftitched the cloaths of hti 
«dverfary, either totally, or in part: 
This was his fureft ftrokc; and whoevei^ 
was to fight a pitched battle with him^ 
might hay^ barred tearing of cloaths, ai 
people are wont to do pufhing at the face 
in fencing. Rancour afked him as' they 
were going to bed, if he was well, for 
he thought he looked very ill ^ to which 
Ragotin anfwered, he never was better 
iti his life. It was not long ere they fell 
yoL, IL C aflcepi 
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iflccp^ and Ragotin may thank there* 
fpefl: which Rancour had for the honour- 
able company that were come to the inn^ 
whofe repofe he cared not to difturb ; 
otherwife the little man had liad biit a 
forry --TiTghr X)f it. In the mean time 
Olive w;as. bufy about, his. cloatbs, and 
having put them in good repair, took 
Ragotin's alfo 5 and, with the dexterity of 
a nice botcher, made both the waiftcoat - 
and breeches ftraiter, and then laid them 
again in their places. Now having paffed 
the greateft part of the night in fowing 
and unfowing, he went to bed with Ra- 
gptin and Rancour^ They got up be- 
i:iines, asis.ufual in all inns, where the 
noife begins with the day. Rancour told 
Ragotin again that he looked very ill ; 
Olive told him the fame, fo that he began 
to believe them; and finding at the fame 
time his cloaths above four inches too 
ftrait, he did not queftion but that he 
was fwoln fo much during the time he 
had been afleep, and was not a little 
frighted at fo fudden a change. Rancour 
and Olive ftill continued to remind him 
how ill he looked, and Deftiny and 
Leander, whom they had acquainted with 
the plot, told him likewife he was 
ftrAngely altered. Poor Ragotin was very 

much 
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trrach concerned and wept at it : Deftiny 
could not forbear fmiling, which made 
the littk man very angry. He went into 
the kitchen, where every body told him 
of his ill looks ; the like did the conipany 
that beloftged to the coach, who having 
a great way to go, were in like manner 
lip betimes, 'they invited the ftrollers 
to breakfaft, and all drank the/ick man's^ 
health ; who, inftead of thanking them, 
went out grumbling, and in a melahcholly 
mood repaired' to the furgebn of the 
tdwn, to whom he- gave an account of 
his fwelling. The furgeon made a long 
defcant upon the cau^ and efFeft of hi^ 
diieafe, of which he underftood, however, 
as much as of Algebra -, and for above a 
quarter of an hour entertained him with 
tfte obfcure terms of his art, to as little^ 
^purpofe, as if he had difcourfed about* 
Prefter John. Ragotin at length grew 
impatierit, and afked him, fwearing to 
admiration for a little man, whether he 
had nothing clfe to fay. The furgeort 
'would have gone Oh with his reafoning, 
but Ragotin threatened to beat him, and 
had certainly done it, had not the operator 
humbled himfclf before his angry patient, 
from whoin he drew twelve ounces of 
blood, and^cupped him on the; (houldcrs 
i C 2 ;, at 
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at a renture. The o^ra^ioa^ was juft 
over when Leander came to tell Ragotin 
that, if he would promife him not to be, 
^angry, he wofukl acquaint him with^ a 
piece of roguery that h^ been contrived 
againft him. He promifed more thaft- 
X^eander could defire-, and fwore, as he 
hoped to be faved, that he would be as 
good as his word. Leander told him ht 
defired to have witnefs of his oath^ apd 
therefore carrying him back to tho. inn^ 
he tf^re, in the pr-efence of all, both 
mafters and fervants, made him fwear 
a new, smd after told him fomebody had 
made his cloaths ftraiter than they were^. 
At firft Ragotin reddened for fliame, and 
then turning pale with anger and indigna* 
tion^ was about to break his dreadful and 
felemn oath, when feven or eight perfons 
at once began to preach to him with fuch 
vehemence, that though he fwore like a 
madman, yet he could not be heard« 
At length he ceafcd to b^ufter j bat the 
company did not ceafe to advife him. 
At laft, however, he came off better 
than could have been cxpefted ; for 
falling a fmging as loud as ever he could, 
what fongs came firft into his head, he 
changed the noife of confufed voices inta 
Kpeated pe^s of lau^ter, which from 
$ ihc 
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tfic matters were ecchoe<3 by the fcfvants^ 
and fo paflTed from the'tJlace of aftion, ta- 
all other places in the inn, whithef 
different bufmeffes had called different: 
j)erfons. ;Whilft the noifc of fo many- 
people's laughing diminifhes by degrees^' 
and is loft in the air, fomewhat like the- 
found of diftant ccchoes, the faithfuli 
chronologer fhall make an end of this 
prefent chapter, under the gracious fa- 
vour of the reader, whether courteous or 
tjncouttCQUs^, or fijch as nature has made 



C K A P; IV. 

^ffw madame BquvUIou could not refift 
temftaiiony and bowjbe got a bimp 
m Im^ forehead. 

THE coach that was to go a great 
journey the next mortiing, was 
fcady early for that purpofe ; the feven 
that were to go in.it, crowded together 
as clofe as ppflible. At the time ap- 
pointed it went off, but had. not gone 
above ten yards before the axle-tfee broke. 
This nxade the coachman curfe his mif- 
fortune^, and the paffengers curfe him, as 

C3. if 
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if he could have warranted the ilrcngtt 
pf his axle-tree. Now were his people to 
be, drawn forth one by one, and obliged 
to return to the inn from whence they 
came -, but this did not vex them fo much 
as when they heard that there was no 
coach- maker to be met with nearer tlian 
a large town three leagues off. Thus they 
immediately called a council, but camp 
to no refolutions, plainly perceiving their 
caravan was not likely to be fitted for 
aftion till the next day. Madame Bou- 
villon, who had preferved to herfelf a 
great authority over her fon, as the 
whole eftate of the family came by W, 
commanded him in the mean time to take 
one of tl^ fervaht's bbrfes, and mount 
his wife on another, and fo go yifit .an 
old uncle of hers, who was then corate 
of the fame town from whence this coach- 
mender was to come. The lord 6f that 
town was likewife a relation to. the. couja- 
fellor, an(^ moreover an acquaintance of 
the advocate, and therefore they alfo re- 
folved to take a ftrole to the fame place, 
and on the fame account. For this end 
their landlady was to furnifh them with 
horfes, which fl":e did, though ad a very 
great rate. Madame Bouvillon being thus 
left alone, either becaufe fhe was tired, 

or 
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or feigned to be fo, or that no horfe war 
able to carry her weight, fent her fervant 
vo Dcftiny to defire him to come and dine 
•with her; and, whilft dinner was getting 
ready, fpent her time in drefling. Firlb 
flie curled and powdered, then put oa 
a laced apron and nighcrail, and after- 
wards took to pieces a point de Venifer 
cravat of fier fon's to make her a com- 
mode. After this fhe opened her 
daughter-in-law's trunk, and took thence 
her wedding-gown and put it on. In a 
word, thus trieked up and adorned, fhcr 
looked like a Venus, tho' fomewhatofrhe 
fatteft. Now, notwithftanding all thefe 
preparations of hers, Deftiny had, no- 
doubt, much rather have dined with his 
e.ompanions ; but then how could he have 
pbeyed the commands of his admirer ma- 
dame Bouvillon ? He therefore not know- 
|f(g how to get free, was forced to comply ; 
out was not a little furprized, when he law 
his paramour fo youthfully dfeffed. She 
received him with a fmiling countenance,; 
took him by the hands, and fqucezed 
him after a manner that convinced hin^ 
Ihe meant fomething more than ordinary^ 
He, for his part, was lefs folicitous of 
his invitation, than the occafion of it, 
and therefore often neglcded eating, 
C 4 which 
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which gave her an opportiminr to pnh 
him. He knew hot what to fay to her, 
being mttttrally no great talker ; but this 
defeS fhc plentifully fupplied by never 
ceafiog herfelf. Sne was but too in- 
genious to fuffer any chafin in conver-^ 
£tt:ion for want of fbmething to fay«i 
When a woman ^ho talks nMph, meets 
with a. man that fays little ano does not 
anfwer her, (he always talks the nru>rei 
forjudging of her friend by herfelf, and 
jierceiving that he has not reparteed to 
what ihe has advanced, (he preiently be- 
lieves he has not been pleaiod with what 
was laid Jaft ; and therefore, to mend thef 
matter, proceeds to fay fomething new. 
The only way that I (an propoie to deal 
with fuch women, as thefe, is to talk at 
much, if not more than they; for thus, 
if they cannot be filenced, their voices 
may at lealt be dror^'ned. As for the 
matchlefs Bouvillon, (he was the moft im- 
moderate talker of nothing that ever was 
known ; for (he not only talked to her- 
fclf while (he was in private, but would 
anfwer hcrfelf likewi(e. The filent diC- 
pofition of Deftiny giving her an oppor- 
tunity, (he determined to divert him with 
Ibmc long ftory or other. The fubjeit 
flie chofc to fp?ak of, was the intrigueji 

of 
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of Laval, the town were fhe lived; but 
ihe never happened to blame any perfon 
or aftion, but (he always took thence an 
occafion to commend herfelf ; protefting 
at every ftroke of fatyr on her neighbour, 
that though ftie'was guilty of many faults,, 
vet in, that particular fhe was innocent. 
Thira^fe Dcftiny was extltmely mortified 
at'fhe beginning of her difcourfe, and 
ftfade her no anfwer, yet he afterwards 
fwnd himfelf obliged, for quietnefs fake, 
to fmile now and then, and fometimcs to 
cry' out. Oh f that's pleafant, oh! that's 
ft^geJ both which he often %)oke, 
though mottly mal apropos. As fbon as 
Deftiny had done eating, the table was 
cleared. Then madame Bouvillon ciap*- 
ping herfelf down at the feet of the bed, 
pulled him down by her, and her fervant 
(letting the waiters of the inn go out firft) 
leaving her IHcewife, drew the door after 
lier, and fhut it: this madame Bouvillon 
jperceiving, and thinking that^ Deftiny 
iiad ffMb obferved it, faid to him. See 
this foolifli jade has ftnit the door aftdr 
iien To which he replied, !f you* pleafe, 
jmadam; Til openit. No^ faid (he, ftop- 
ping him, let it a:tene -, but yoy know, 
.continued the, wlien two peribns ai»e 
locked up together, as they have an op- 
C 5 portunity^ 
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pprtunity to do what they pleafe^ people 
will judge of them as they pleafe. It is 
not on fuch reputations^as ypurs, madam^ 
replied Deftiny, for peop^^to pafs rafli 
judgments. However, Sir, qtioth Bpu- 
villon, one cannot have too much caution 
againft flander. Well, madam, replied 
Deftiny, bpt people will not talk without 
grounds, and fure they can^ have none 
when they refledt upon the inequality of 
our conditions. Will you pleafe :there- 
fore, madam, continued he^ that I go 
open the door ? By no means. Sir, quoth 
ftie, going to bolt it, and adding withal, 
for as long as people think it fcut, if is 
better it was really fo, that no bod^^m^y 
come in upon us without OMr cd^^t. 
Having faid thus much, and per^Hld 
the office of a friend for herfelfi fli^urn- 
ed towards Deftiny, giving him to unden- 
ftand by her large fiery cheeks^ and little 
fyarkling cyes,*what fport (he had a mmd 
to be at. Then (he proceeded to take off 
her handkerchief from her neck, jand 
thereby di(caveredj to her lover at leafl:^ 
ten pound of exuberant breiftj that is 
to fay,, near the third part of her bpfom^ 
the reft being diftributed in two ^qual 
portions under her arm-piis. This ill 
intention of her's caufmg her to Uulb 

(wpiich 
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(which fomerime$ the moft impudent will 
do) her neck: was become as red as her 
face, and both together might be well 
taken at any diftance for a fearlet riding- 
hood. All this made Deftiny blufn tOOy 
but it was with fhame, when FU give you 

• leave to guefs what might be the caufe of 
madame Bouvillon's blulbing. Then (he 
began to complain, that Ihe had fomc- 
thing troubled her in her back, and there- 
fore moving hcrfelf about in her harnefsy 
as if Ihe had itched, begged of Deftiny ta 
thruft his hand down her ftays to fcratch 
her. This the youth immediately obeyed 
"jr in, trembling all the while •, but whilft: 
fcjl^as employed in pleafing her behind, 
" -diverted herfelf with him before^ 
JtilSling his fides through his waiftcoat^ 
ancraflcing him often, if he was not tick- 
lilh? "Whilft thefe lovers were thus pleaf- 
ing each other, Ragorin came to the door,, 
and knocking and baWling like a mad- 
unan, railed out aloud to Deftiny to open 
the door. This Deftiny going to per- 

^ form, drew his. hand from Bouvillon's 
l>ack ; biJj'-ofFering to go between her and 
the table, as the fhorteft cut, he chanced ta 
trip againft a nail in the floor, which 
brought him down w'uh his head againfl: 
a bench after fuch a violent manner, that 
Cd he 
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ke lay JRrnie time for dead. Madame 
Bouvmon in the mean time catched up her 
handkerchief, and having thrown it over 
her (houlders, made all the hafte (he 
could to open the door ; which having 
done, and Ragotin pufhing againft it 
with all his force at the fame time, gave 
the poor lady fo cruel a blow'on^the face, 
that it almoft flatted her nofe, and alfa 
raifed a bump on her forehead. This- 
tnadc her cry out, flie was dead •, which^ . 
though the little rafcal heard, he never- 
iheleTs made no excufe for; but leaping, 
and bounding about the room like a 
mad-man, bawled out, Angelica's founcii 
Angelica's found ! This he did the louder 
to provoke Deftiny's anger, who Wks all 
this while calling for madame Bouvillon's 
maid to come and help her miftrefs^ 
which (he ncverthdcfs could not po(ribl7 
hear, by rea(bn of the noife which Ragotinr 
made. At length the (evant came, and 
brought water and a clean napkin ; when 
• between her and Deftiny there was quick- 
ly fome fmall reparation made for the. 
damage done by the door. But however 
^reat was Deftiny's impatience to know 
■what more news Ragotin had brought^ 
he, notwithftanding, would not leave 
«iadame Bouvillon till her face was walh- 

cd. 
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ed, and her forehead bound up with » 
bandage, to obtain a farther account, 
erf his meffiige. 



CHAP. V. 

Of things that will divert j it may be^ ib^ 
teaft of the whale book^ 

IT is true Angelica was found again,, 
and had been brought away by- 
eander's fervanr. This fervant had but 
too much wit to let any body know that 
Leander was his mailer-, and Angelica^ 
endeavoured to difguife that by policy,, 
which Olive and Rancour had done be- 
fore bluntly. Leander enquired of An- 
gelica and his fervant, whom he made 
pafs for one of his friends, where and 
how he had found her j and which 
queftions he happened to a(k juft as 
Ragotin entered, leading in Deftiny in 
triumph, or rather dragjyng him after 
him, becaufe he could no? go fo faft as 
he would have him. At firflr Deftiny 
and Angelica embraced with reciprocal 
teftimonies of friendfhip, and with that 
tendemefs which friends long abfent are 
wont to fhow on antinexpefted interview. 

Leander 
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Leander and flic 'careflid only with their 
eyes, leaving farther remonftrances of 
kindnefs to a private meeting. . In the 
'mean time Leander's fervant began his 
ftofy^fter the following manner, treating 
his matter all the while like his friend. 
After I had left you, quoth he, addrcffing 
himfelf to Leander, I purfued the ravifliers 
of Angelica, as you had defired me, trll 
fun-fet, when, and not before^ I loft fight 
of them. Next morning I was not a 
little furprized, to find the lady I looked 
after at the entrance of a wood alone, oa 
foot, and all diflblved in tears. Here- 
upon having acquainted her that I was: 
your friend, and that it was at your de- 
fire that I had gone in queft of her, flic 
feemed to be fomewhat comforted, and 
begged of me to conduft her to Mans, 
or at leaft to carry her to Leander, if I 
knew where to find him. Now, madam, 
continued he,, turning to Angelica, it 
muft be your part to relate the reft, for you 
know you were fo afflifted on the road, 
that I did not care to aflc you any quef- 
tions. Thofe that were leaft curious of 
all the company, had yet a mind to leara 
from Angelica's own mouth the account 
of fo ftrange an adventure ; for ftrange it 
might weU feem to them, that a young 

lady 
2 
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lady Ihould be carried away with fucb 
violence, and afterwards furrendcred, or 
rather abandoned, without the leaft force. 
Previous to this relation, Angelica firft 
defired they would help her to a bed;, 
which not being able to do, as the inn was 
at that time full, the honefi: curate obliged 
her with a chamber in his fiftcr's houfc„ 
which was next door. Now Angelica 
had not fo great occafion for a bed to 
fleep on, as to reft herfelf upon •, tKere- 
fore Deftiny and Leander, with the red 
of the company, were admitted to her 
bed-fide as foon as fhe lay down. Al- 
though (lie would have been gtad that 
Leander fhould have an opinion of her 
conftancy, yet (he could not well look 
upon him without blulhing. The ob- 
fcrving this niade him pity her confufion 
extremely J and, in order to divert her 
from doing herfelf any prejudice, he Tm- 
mediately put her upon relating that 
part of the adventure which his fcrvant 
could not. This requeft of his (he forth- 
with proceeded to gratify, as follows. 
Yo\J may imagine^'fays (he, my mother 
and I were not a little furprized, when^ 
while wc were walking together in the 
garden that adjoins our hcufe, we faw all 
of a fudden^ a little dcor open, which 

looks 
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Iboks toward the country, and five or fix 
men enter, who immediately feized me, 
•without regarding my mother, and car- 
ried me away, half dead with fear, ta^ 
their horfes. My mother, whom you all . 
know to be one of the moft refolute 
women in the world, fell furioufly uponr: 
the firft of thofe ftie overtook, and re-^ 
duced him to that condidon, that he- 
could not poflibly get out of her hands-. 
till he called one of his companions to his ' 
afliftance.- The perfon that refcued him,^ 
who was fo bafe as to beat my mother,-* 
as I heard him afterwards boaft of on the 
road, was, it feems, the author, of this 
enterprize. He neverthelefs came not. 
near me all that night, during which we • 
marched like perfons purfued by an ene- 
my, and that through the moft private - 
roads they could find^ for otHcrwife the 
noife I made would certainly have brought: 
fomebody to my relief; They- fo managed 
the matter, that we met. with but one 
little village in our way ; the inhabitants 
whereof 1 foon raifed with my lamenta- 
tions ; but they were not numerous 
enough to refcue me. 

The morning came, and then my 
ravifher approaching, no fooner faw me, 
than 'he fled away in a grtat pa/Tion, and 

afterwards 
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afterwards affembled a connci! of hi& 
companions, which felled about half an 
houn My ravilhcr after that fcctned to 
be enraged as much as I was grieved» 
and often fwore he would play the devil 
with his companions. Their tumultumiiL 
afTembly being at an end, I unfuccefsfully 
endeavoured to know what they had 
agreed on j but wc were put on our 
march again ; and from that time forward 
I had le& refpe£t paid me than before^ 
They quarrelled with me as often as thejr 
£aw me tmeafy, and curfed me as nuicb 
as if I had been fome great offender. 
They carried me away, as you mighe 
perceive, fpcaking to Leander, with a 
player's habit on, which they hid bf 
throwing one of their cloaks over me. 
They met a man upon the road, of whom 
they endeavoured to inform themfehrca of 
fome matters; I was ftirprized to find 
that nfmn Leander, and ^lievc he was na 
left aftomfhed to fee me ; for he knew me 
as foon as ever I difcovered my habit, a9 
well as by my fac€. He may inform you 
if he pleafes what he did. For my part, 
feeing fo many fwords drawn upon him, 
I fainted away in the arms of him that 
held me upon the horfe; and when I 
«mc to myfclf, found we were again 

upon 
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upon our march, but faw Leandcr ha^ 
more. Hereupon I began to redouble 
my cries; but my ravilhers, whereof 
there was one wounded, little regarding 
me, took their way crofs the country^ 
and laft night ftopped at a little village, 
where they lay and paffcd for foldiers.. 
This morning, at the entrance of a wood 
they met a man with a young gentle-, 
woman on horfcback ^ her they im- 
mediately unmalked, and having fo done, 
it feems, knew her; when taking her 
from her guardian, and beftowing on. 
bim a few blows of a cudgel, they itn-. 
mediately rode away with hef, as they hid 
with me; fhe making as great, if not 
greater, lamentations than I had done. 
When I heard her voice, I fancied I knew 
her, but could not be pofitive. After 
we had got about fifty paces into the 
wood, the man who feemed to be their 
commander, rode up to the perfon that 
carried me, and cried, to him, fet down 
that flabbering milkfop you have behind 
you, and let her fhift for herfelf. Here- 
in he was immediately obeyed, and 1 
was all on a Hidden left alone upon the 
ground. The dread I had to be thus 
alone would have certainly been the ehd 
of me, had not this gentleman here 

(meaning 
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(meaning Leander's fervant) who brought 
me hither, followed at, a diftance, and 
found me in that condition. The refl: 
he has acquainted you with already. 
But, continued fhe, addreffing herfelf 
to Deftiny, I believe that fame lady 
which was preferred to me is your fiftcr, 
my companion 5 and the reafon I have 
foe it, is not only the refemblance of her 
voice with that I heard, but likewife the 
man that carried her, ' I dare be pofitive, 
was the fervint you took laft. What's 
that you tell me? quotTi Deftiny fome- 
what difturbed. I tell you my thoughts, 
replied Angelica ; but I may be deceivpd^ 
'one perfon may be like another : yet ftill 
I fear it was fhe. I fear fo too, replied 
Deftfny, with his countenance much 
changed, for I have fome reafon to ap- 
prehend a certain perfon in this province 
tor ari enemy, that would do me fuch a 
fervice. But how came fhe at the en- 
trance of a wood, continued he, when 
Ragotin left her yefterday at Mans ? 
I will fend away for one of my friends 
thither prefcntly, purfued he, to know 
the truth, while I ftay behind to deter- 
mine on fome fuitable rcfolution to tne 
news he brines. 

As 
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As he had done fpeaking, he heard 
fcmebody call him in the ftreet ; and. 
ftepping to the window, perceived it was 
monfieur la Garouffiere, who was jult 
then returned from his vifit, and wha 
told him, he had fomething of importance 
to communicate to him. He went down 
to wait on him, and thereby left Leander 
and Angelica together, to enjoy each 
other after fo tedious an abfence, and t^ 
pour out their fighs and vows into one 
another's bofom, I fancy it would have- 
teen no fmall pleafure cither to have. 
fcen or heard them ; but their greateft 
happinefs was to be alone. During this^. 
Dcmny demanded of la Garouffiere what 
he had to fay to him. Do you know 
a certain gentleman called Vervillc, quoth 
Garouffiere, and that he is one of your, 
friends? He is the only perfon that t 
have been obliged to in the world, replied 
Deftiny ; he is the man I honour moft,. 
and who I believe has the like kindnefs 
and refpeft for me. I believe the fame^ 
lanfwered Garouffiere, for I met him to- 
day at the gentleman's where I dined^ 
and all his difcourfe was of you. He 
aflcv^d me a hundred queftions concerning 
you, without my being able to fatisfy 
aim any j and if I had net promifed to 

fcnil 
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Cend you to him, he would certainly have 
come hither to wait on you before now^ 
although he hath a great deal of bulineia 
upon his hands where he is., Deftiny 
thanked him heartily for his kind inf(M> 
mation, and h^vbg learned farther from 
him, where his friend Verville was, re* 
folved to go to him that very minute, 
hoping to learn from him Ibme news <rf 
his enemy Saldagne, whom he knew very 
well to be the perfon that carried off 
Angelica; aad^ provided (he was not 
miftaken in the voice (he had heard, the 
defigning ravifher of his deareft Stella. 
He dcfired im companions to return im«i 
- mediately to Mans, to congratulate Mrs. 
Cave, in his name, upon the news erf* 
her daughter's being fouad ; and that thef 
would either fend a man on purpofe, or 
one of them come fpeedily back, to tell 
him how Stella did, provided he could 
hear any news of hen He then informed 
himfelf farther of his way to the town 
where Verville was to be fou^d ; and 
having obtained the curate's promife that 
his fifter Ihould take care of Ar^lica, 
till fuch time as he fent for her from 
Mans, he took Leander's horfe, and got- 
about night to the town where Verville 
was. 

He 
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"He did not think proper to go him- 
fclf to Verville, for fear he might meet 
Saldagne at his firft coming, whom he 
knew to be thereabouts; and therefore 
ftepping into a little hedge alchoufe hard 
by, he font the boy to Verville, to let 
him know that the gentleman whom he 
had defired to fee, was there waiting for 
him. Verville came, and throwing his 
arms about Deftiny's neck, continued 
for fome time embracing him, being 
fcarce able to fhow the love aftd tender- 
nefs he had for him. 



C H A P VI. 

Which perhaps will entertain its reader 
us little as the foregoing. 

VERVILLE and Deftiny gave an 
account to each other of all matters 
concerning them, which they were fepa- 
i*atcly ignorant of. Verville told Deftiny 
of the wondrous brutality of his brother 
Saint Far, and of the great patience of 
his wife in bearing with him-, he thence 
took occafion to extol his own happinefs, 
in having fo good a woman to his wife, 
and afterwards told him news of- the 
\ baron 
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barOn D'Arques, his father, and of 
monficur de Saint Sauveur. Deftiny, oil 
his psivtj related all his adventures, not 
concealing the leaft ; and Verville farther 
acquainted him, that Saldagne ftill con- 
tinued to' live thereabouts, as ill a life as 
ever, promifing withal, that if Stella was 
to be found in his cuftody^ he would do 
^1 that lay in his power to recover her 
out of his hands, at the hazard both of 
his own life, and thofe of his friends, 
which^he could command. He farther 
informed him, that he had no place tQ 
retire to, but his fatlier's, and another 
gentleman's in the country, who was as 
bad as he, and having little or no eftate 
to maintain himfelf, could not be able to 
entertain another long. , He muft there- 
fore, continued he, come to our houfe 
fpeedily, if he will remain in our pro- 
vince. My father bears with him, it is 
true, on account of relationfhip ; but my 
brother Saint Far, now cares no moro^ 
about him. I would advile you there- 
fore, proceeded he, to come along with 
me to my father's to-morrow, where I 
will place you fo that you flxall obferve all 
Saldagne does, without any one behold- 
ing you but thofe you have a mind to fee. 
/ • Deftiny 
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DeWny liked this advice of his friend 
Vcrvillc very well, • and refolvcd to fol- 
low it ; but Verville being to fup that 
night with one of the principal gentlemen 
of the town, an old man, his relation^ 
Vfho had defigned him for his^ heir, it 
could not be put in execution till the 
next morning. Defldny, for his part, 
iupped only on what he could find in the 
alehoufe, and went to bed betimes, that 
he might not make his friend wait for 
fcim the next day, for they had defigned 
to be on their journey by fun-rife. 

At the hour appointed they fet forth i 
lind, as they rid along, for three leagues 
together, entertained each other with 
thofe particulars they had not time to 
fpeak of before. As foon as they were 
got to their journey's end, Verville placed 
Deftiny in the houfe of a fervant of his, 
whom he had married not long before to 
a woman in that town, and who lived 
very prettily, not far off from the baron 
D'Arques his father. He gave particular 
orders that he Ihould be kept private, 
and promifed he would return to him in 
a very ihort time. It was not above two 
hours before he came back; and ac- 
quainted Deftiny at the firft ftroke, that 
he had bad news to tell him* Where- 
upon 
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upon, he grew pale and began* to' trem- 
ble -, but Verville loon removed the caule 
of Deftiny's fear, by the following rela- 
tion. I was no fooner alighted, faid bt^ 
but I faw your friend Saldagne carried 
between four men into a ground-cham- 
ber 5 being hurt by a fall from his horfe, 
which had fo bruifed him, that he was, 
not able to walk. At firft fight of me he 
told me he had occafion to Ipeak with me, 
and defired me to com€ to his chamber 
after the furgeon, who was then prefent^ 
had done drefling his leg, which had been 
extremely Ihattered by his fdl. I accord- 
ingly went; and, as foon as we wer^ 
alone, he began thus. I muft, fays he, 
confefs all my faults to you, though you 
are the lead indulgent of any of my cen- 
furers, your prudence being a cfontiniial 
terror to my folly. Saldagne afterwards 
owned he had carried ^ofF^n aftrels, for 
whom he faid he had cherifhed a defire 
all his life long, and would tell me the 
particulars thereof, which he believed I 
fhould b^ furpriled at. He told me, in 
^onfequence, that the gentleman I menti- 
oned before, who had been ufed to enter- 
tain him, having been obliged to leav© 
the province on account of his aflifting i 
brother who had been found to have 
Vol. 11./ D m^4^ 
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made bad fak, he was forced to bring 
his booty tx) my father*s houfej and to 
defire that his fitter, my wife, would con- 
ceal her in her apartment, for fear this 
adlion of his fhould come to his father*s 
luiowledge, which he faid he dreaded. 
He afterwards conjured me to lend him 
one of my fervants, his own being very 
great blockheads, for condqfting her fafe 
to an houfe of his in Britany, whither he 
iaid he would follow as- foon as ever he 
could well mount his horfe. He aflced 
mc farther, if I could not procure him a 
man or two more to accompany my fcr- 
▼ant; for he well knew how difficult a 
thing it would be for three men to carry 
off a woman fo far without her confent. 
The better to ferve yoiJ, I made him be- 
lieve this an eafy matter to accomplifh. 
Now, continued Verville to Deftiny, his 
fefvants are altogether ftrangers to you, 
and mine is a very cunning fellow, and 
faithful to me; therefore I will caufe him 
to tell Saldagne that he will take along 
with him a flout fellow, an acquaintance 
of his, toaffiff him.; and that fame fellov^ 
I defign fhall be you. Therefore, purfued 
he, your miftrefs muft be acquainted with 
bur intention ; and this very night, wh^?^L 
they think to get a great way by the help 

of 
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*f the moon, ftre muft feign herfelf fick 
in the firft village ; then will they be 
obliged to ftop ; and my fervant Ihall 
make Saldagne's men drunk. She Ihall 
afterwards leem to recover-, and then 
proceeding on their journey, it will be 
an eafy matter for my man to impofe 6a 
the drunkards, and to make them believe 
rfiat you come behind with their charge i 
while you Ihall go a quite contrary way, 
and fo get--off with your dear Stella, 
Deftiny found a great deal of mafterly 
contrivance in this propofal of Verville's,- 
whofe man, whom they had fent for, now 
centered the chamber. They conlulted 
together what they had to do ^ and having 
agreed on all points, Verville tcxired with 
Deftiny the reft of the day, being un- 
willing to part with him fo quickly after 
ft) long an abfence, though he neverthe- 
lefs hoped to fee him' again at Bourbon, 
whither he was to go. 

At length night came, and Deftiny 
"went with Verville*s fervant to the place 
appointed. Saldagne's two men failed 
not to be there likewife; and Verville, 
by Saldagne's order, configned into theiF 
hands the charge of Stella. You cannot 
imagine what joy enflamed thefe two 
lovers hearts at this interview y. but fpeak 
D a they 
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they muft not, and to look languifhingly 
they dare not, fo that their paflion might 
1x well termed inexpreflible. They had 
not gone above half a league before Stella 
began to complain, and her attendants 
exhorted her to take courage till (he came 
to a town about two leagues off, where 
they gave her hopes flie Ihould reft. Her 
malady increafed at every ftep, and Ver- 
ville*s man and Deftiny did all that in^ 
them lay to prevent Saldagne*s fervants 
from miftrufting the reality of her fick- 
jiefs, fo near to the place they fef out 
from. At laft they arrived at the town^ 
and immediately went to the inn (whereof 
there was but one in all the place) which 
they happily found full of guefts and 
drunkards. Stella continued to groan, 
and feigned ficknefs better by candle, 
than (he had done by the day-light. She 
called for a bed, and lay down in her 
cloaths, requiring her guards but to leave 
her only for an hour, and flie did not 
queftion, but by that time (he fliould be 
ft to get on horfeback again. They 
accordingly left her, and Saldagne's 
fervants , depended for the reft on the 
management of Verville's man, who had 
received their mafter's orders. For their 
parts, they thought tliey had no njore to 

do 
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do than to make much of themfelves, 
and therefore ftruck in with a jolly com- 
pany of roaring boys, who were placed 
round a table, pelting one another with 
healths as thick as hail-fhot from the 
mouth of a demi-culverin. Vcrville*s 
man would fometimeis ftep in and take his 
glafs to renew the fight, when there was 
like to- be any ceidation of arms ; and the 
reafon he gave for his o^cn flinching, 
- was, his having the care of the lady ; but 
the truth was, he had a mind to take that 
opportunity for equipping her and Defli- 
ny, to fend them away, which he foon 
after did ; though therein he varied from 
the ftratagem his matter had laid, as your 
may have obferved before. After lie had 
fo done, he returned to his drunkards, 
amufing them with chimerical ftories, and 
telling them the lady was for the prcfenc 
gone to fleep, but llippofed fhe would 
foon awake, and that then they (hould be 
jogging on again 5 for that Deftiny was 
gone to jget ready the horfes, and would 
prefently return. He then put about the 
glafs, and toafted feveral healths ; which- 
Saldagne's men honouring with bumpers, 
their heads grew fo heavy, at laft, that they 
could not pofilbly lift them from the 
table V they tjicrefore were forced to be 
D 2 carried 

— , Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 THECOMIC 

carried out and thrown upon fome ffira^r 
in a barn ; for if fuffered to lie upon beds> 
they would certainly have fpoiled the 
flicets. Verville*s man feigned himfclf 
drunk likcwife, though he really was notr 
in the morning he waked betimes, and 
going ibrrowfully to his companions in 
the barn, told them that their charge was 
flown, but that he had fent his friend 
Deftiny after her^ who he hoped would 
overtake and bring her back. However^ 
he thought it both theirs and his duty 
to mount immediately, and aflift b the 
purluit, and therefore bid them rife in- 
ftantly and prepare to t?e gone. It was. 
at leaft an hour before he could make 
them comprehend what he faid, an4 FH 
affure you, it was near eight days after 
before they were wholly fober* As every 
body iq the inn was drunic th^t night, evear 
from the hoiitefs to the {bullion,, fo no^ 
body took the leaft notice when Deftiny 
and Stella went off ; and I believe they 
fcafce remembered the next day whethec 
they had feen any fuch people there or 
not. 

Whilft matters paffed.thus, and Ver- 
ville*s man prcfled his fluggiih com- 
panions to be gone, Deftiny had gained 
ground a pace with his <lear fellow- 
* . * traveller^ 
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traveller, not doubting in the leaft bu^ 
that his friend behind had taken care> 
'whenever they got out, to lead his pur- 
sers a contrary way. The moon fhone 
very bright, and the road they had to go 
was extremely good, which led them to a 
town whither we will bring them in the 
following chapter. 



CHAP. vr. 

A had anion committed by the Sieur la 
Rappiniere^ and a farther account of the 
travels of DeJHny and Stella'^ 

DESTINY, as h^ rode along, had 
a great defirc to know how Stella 
came to the wood where Saldagne ha4 
fcizedher; but ftill a more predominant 
regard to their fafeties, obliged him to 
fpend aH his time in fpurring and fwitch* 
ing his own and his miftrefs*s beaft ; 
till at length the two lovers had leifure to 
entertain each other ; which they did, 
with all the expreffions and demonftra- 
tions of love and affection imaginable^ 
and then Stella proceeded to tell Deftiny 
how many good turns Ihe had done her 
mother, Mrs. Cave, and how extremely, 
D 4 (he 
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(he believed, (he would be afflidbed at fSir 
abfence. As for my pan, continued flie, 
you may well imagine I had as great need 
of confolation as me^ for as foon as you# 
valet had brought me a horfe from you, 
and withal, acquainted me that you had 
found the ravilhers of Angelica, but were 
wounded — I wounded ! quoth Deftiny, 
interrupting her, I never was yet; no, 
nor in the leaft danger of .being fo ; 
neither did I ever fend you any horfe. 
There muft be fome miftery in this, con- 
nnued he, which I have not comprehend- 
ed yet. I wondered indeed what made 
you afl< me fo often how^ I did, and 
v/hether the •joing fo fall did not incom- 
mode me ; but now I difcover all. You 
rejoice and torment me at once, anfwered 
Stel a, with this relation. Your wounds 
caufed me a great deal of difijuiet *tis 
true 9 and now what you tell me inclines 
nie to believe, that your fervant has been 
gained over to our enemies, out orfomc 
ill deftgn they have projefted againft us. 
He has rather been debauched, replied 
Deftiny, by fome that arc too much our 
friends. I have no profeffed enemy, 
continued he, but Saldagne •, and it is 
iinlikely that he Ihould have feduced my 
fervant, becaufc I know he beat him at 

that 
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that very time when he met you. How 
came you to know that, £ud Stella, for I 
don't remember I ever told it you ? You 
fliall know, replied Deftiny, as foon as 
€ver you have made me acquainted with 
the manner of your coming from Mans. 
I can acquaint you with no more, quoth. 
Stella, than what I have told you already. 
The day after, proceeded (he, that my 
mother, Mrs. Cave, and I, came to 
Mans, your fervant brought me a horfc 
from you, and .told me, with tears in his 
eyes, that you had been wounded by the 
ravUhers of Angelica, and that therefore 
you defircd I would make all the hafte F 
could to you. I prefently got on horfe- 
back for that purpofe, gjthough it was 
very late. I lay about five leagues from 
Mam, at a place the name of which I 
have forgot, and next day, at the entrance 
of a wood, we were flopped by perfons 
I did not know. I faw your fervant 
beaten, and was extremely concerned at 
it, but I could not hinder it. I faw like- 
wife a woman fuddcnly thrown off a 
horfe, and whom I afterwards knew to 
be my comp^on.; but the great fright 
I was then in, jomed with the extra- 
ordinary concernr 1 hdd for your fafety, 
made me take, but little notice of ic 
i. , p D5 T^ey 
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They mounted mc in the place of her 
they had pulled off. We travelled titt 
night, and afterwards having gone a great 
deal more ground, for the moft part 
acrofs the country, we arrived u a fort 
of gendeman's houfe, where I obferved 
they would not receive us. It was there 
that I firft koew Saidagne, the fight of 
whom caufed me immediately to defpair. 
,We travelled after that a great way far- 
ther, arid at length I was fecrctly con- 
veyed into the houfe where your friend 
found me. 

As Scclla had juft ended the fetation of 
Tier adventures, the day began to appear,' 
whereby they perceived they were in the 
high road that leads to Mans,^ and forth- 
with whipped their horfes forward more 
vigoroufly than they had bitberco^ikmey 
to reach a town they faw bdbre tbem^ 
Dcftiny defired ear»eftly to catch his fer- 
vant, and thereby to difcover what other 
enemy he had in that country befides hii 
profeflcd one, Saidagne 5 but there was 
no likelihood that he would fufi^r bimfelf 
to fall into his clutches, after the ill trick 
he had played him. He learned from his 
dear Stella all that (he knew concerning 
Jier companion Angelica -, but while ttey 
were thus amuiing each other with 

queftions 
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qtrdHons and anfwcrs, their horfcs ftaited 
all on a fudden, at the fight of a man 
who lay at his full length under a hedge. 
Deftiny's horfe almoft leaped from under 
him, and Stella's was fo frighted, that it 
threw her vic^ently to the ground. Whea 
Deftiny had recovered himfelf, he im*» 
mediately endeavoured to aflift Stella^ but 
his horfe fo fnufflcd, pranced, and trip- 
ped, that he could fcarce alight to aQift 
her. At laft he made^ Ihift to leap off 
its back, and found, to his great joy^ 
that Stella had received no hurt. After 
this, the horfcs being fomewhat come to ' 
themfclves, he went up to obferve the- 
caufe of their fright, and found it was 
a man, whom he took either to be dead 
or afleep. Upon a nearer view he faw 
he was both, for he was dead drunk ; 
although his fnoring Ihewed him to be 
alive, yet Deftiny had no fmall trouble 
to awaice him. At length, by often pull- 
ing him about, he opened his eyes, and 
thereby difcovered himfelf to his maftor 
to be his fervant, whom he had longed 
fo much to find. The rogue, as drunk 
as he was, neverthelefs knew his matter ; 
and by the fear he feemed to have of 
him, betrayed his being author of what 
he had before doubted o£ Deftiny 
D 6 afked . 
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afkcd him fcveral queftions fucceffivcly, 
without waiting for anfwers : as firft* 
Why he told Stella he was wounded I 
Why he carried her away from Mans ? 
Whither he defigned to have carried her ? 
By whole order he had the horfe ? and 
the like. To all which, neverthclefs, he 
could not get a word in anfwer ; either 
becaulc the rafcal his man was too drunk 
to have the ufe of his tongue, or elfe be- 
caufe he feigned himfelf to be fo. This, 
occafioned Deftiny to fly into fuch ^ 
paffion, that having ftruck him two or 
three blows with, the flat of his fword, he 
took a halter, tied hb hands faft behind 
him and fattened the other end to the 
crupper of his horfe, intending to pjakc 
him march in that manner to his journey's 
end. After which he again mounted 
Stella on her horfe, and having {hatched 
a good cudgel out of the hedge, got up 
himfelf to proceed oa his journey ; his 
ianan walking all the way by his fide, lik^ 
• greyhound in a flip. 

The town which Defl:iny faw before 
JKim, happened to be the fame that he 
had parted from two days before, where 
he had met monfieur la Garouffiere, and 
where his company ftill remained, by 
reafon of a grievoiis colera morbus thai 

madame 
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BfiadameBouvillon had been affiided witb 
ever fince. When Deftiny arrived, he 
found neither Rancour, Olive nor Ra- 
gotin ; they having all returned to Mans 
the day before. As for Leander he had 
never quitted his dear Angelica, and 1 
need not tell you after what manner Ihe 
received Stella, for it may be eafily 
guefled what careffes two fuch friends 
would lavilh away upon each other, after 
fo many dangers efcapcd on ekher fide. 
Deftiny immediately informed monfieur 
la Garoufiiere of the fuccefs of his ex- 
pedition ; and a little after his man being 
brought in, who was not yet unbound, 
he proceeded to a(k him the fame quef- 
tions as before -, to which neverthelefs the 
rafcal ftood mute, as he had formerly 
done. This obftinancy caufed his matter 
jto order a hand-vice to be i^tched from a 
gun-fmith's, wherewith to fqueeze his 
thumbs, and make him confefs by thofe 
means. At the fight of the engine, he 
began to tremble, and falling down on 
his knees,, begged heartily for pardon ; 
f onfeffing at the fame time, that la Rap- 
piniere had let him on to do what he had 
done, and that he had moreover promifed 
him for recompcnce to take him into his 
.fcrvice. He farther owned, that la Rap- 

pinicrc 
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pinierc was then at a houfe about twon« 
fcagues off, which he had feized in pre- 
judice of a poor widow. 

Deftiny continued talking in private for 
feme time with monfieur la Garouffiere,, 
who foon after fent a footman to let la 
Rappiniere know that he would fpeafe 
with him about an affair of confequencc : 
for the counfellor of Rennes had it feems 
a great influence over the provoft of 
Mans. He had formeriy prevented his 
feeing broke on the wheel in Brittany,^ 
and had likewife always made it his bufi- 
nefs to proteft him whenever he came to 
be accufed of any crime*, and that not 
becaufe he tho\>ght him innocent, being : 
fatisfied that he had been guilty of various^ 
offences, but by reafon that he bad mar- 
ried one bf his relations. The fervant was 
fent to la Rappiniere, and found him juft 
then getting on horfeback to go to Mans ; . 
but no fooner had he heard that la 
Garouffiere had fent for him, but he put 
eff' that journey to go wait on him. In 
the mean time la Garouffiere, who had 
fome pretence to wit, drew out of a 
fcrutore feveral copies of verfes of divers . 
kind??, all which he read to Deftiny 5 and 
afterwards, to pafs away the time, they 
read the foltowihg novel tranflatcd from 
the Spanifb* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 

fie Judge in her 4wn cmfev A noveli 

IT was in Africa, among the rocks byr 
the fea fide, and not far diftant from' 
the famous city of Fez, that prince 
MuJeyi fon to the king of Morocco, aft^r 
having ftraycd from his companions while 
he was hunting, happened to- be left 
alone. The Iky was without cloud, the 
fea was calm, and the moon and flar» 
&one out fo bright, that they, in a man- 
TOr» rivallAd the fun : in a word, all thefc; 
agreeable accidents met together; made 
pae of thofe nights, which in hot coun?^ 
tries, like this, are far mofe pleafant thaa 
what we call the fincft days in our 
northern regions. The Moorifli prince 
galloping aloiig the ftiore, diverted him- 
felf with.behoWing the exceeding bright- 
fiefs of the moon and ftars, which com- 
aaunicated their fplendor to the water, 
wherein; they wterc alfo to be feen as in a 
mirror. : As he was thu&amufing himfelf, 
he heai^:fe!^ecal dokful ihrieks hard byy 
which his 'cuiioficy inclininghim to know 
the occafion of, he fparred his horfc; far- 
' ward^ androdie to the place whence he 

thought* 
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thought the noife came. He there dijP- 
covered a woman defending hcrfelf with 
all her might, againft a man that endea- 
voured to bind her hands, whilft another 
woman at the fame time was ftruggling 
with her to ftop her mouth with a piece 
of linnen. The arrival of the young 
prince prevented all farther violence from* 
being offered to hery and occafioned an 
involuntary truce on the affauker's fide, 
Muley at his firft arrival demanded of 
t^e aflaulted woman, what made her 
cry out ; and of the others, what they 
were going to do to her ? But inftead of 
an anfwer, the man that was the aggreflbr 
ftept up to him with his drawn fcymetar, 
and launched at him fuch a terrible ftroke, 
as would have undoubtedly wounded 
him very dangeroufly, had he not dex- 
teroufly avoided it by the fwiftnefe of his 
horfe. Villain, cried Muley to him, 
turning his horfe's head. How duril thou 
affault the prince of Fex? I did. not well 
know you to be he, replied the Moor •, 
but fince you happen to be fo, it is be- 
caufe you are my prince, that 1 will 
either have your life, or lofe .my own J 
With that he immiediately &t upon him 
•with fo great fury, that the prince, as^ 
valiant as he was, thought Ids of .ch^ifc- 
- ' ing 
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ing his fubjeft's infolenct, than defending 
his own life. The two women at the 
fame time continued ftruggling 5 and (he 
who a moment before had been almoft 
over-powered, was now become courage- 
ous, and kept her adverfary from flying, 
hoping that her champion would get the 
vidory. Defpair ever augments -eourage, 
and oftentimes gives it to thofe whofe 
nauiral timidity has made them incapable 
of it before. Ahhough the valour and 
conduct of this prince were incomparably 
greater than thofe of his adverfary, yet 
did the felf-convi£tion of the Moor, to- 
gether with the dread of punilhment, fo 
animate his fpiritaf, and dire£t his arm, 
that the combat remained for fome time 
doubtful : but at laft Heaven, that is 
always^ ready to proteft thofe it raifes 
above others, caufed the prince's at-r 
tendants to come that way, who being 
alarmed at the noife of the combatants 
and the cries of the women, immediately 
rode poft to fee what was the matter, and 
arrived juft when their mafter by a lucky 
blow had brought his enemy to the 
ground. They prefently knew theif 
lord, and therefore ran with great fury to 
dilpatch his vanquilhed adverfary ; but 
the prince calling out to, them, bid thent 

to 
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forbear killing him, and ordered them* 
4>niy to tic him to a horfe's tail, it being- 
his intention to have him referved for a 
more exemplary puniftiment. Two of 
the horfcmen took up the two womett: 
behind them, and with this equipage 
Muley and his company returned to Fez 
much about day-break. The young 
prince commanded in Fez as abfolute as. 
if he had been akeady king. Soon after- 
bis arrival, he commanded the Moor^ 
whofc name was Amet, and fon to one o£ 
the richeft merchants in that city, to be- 
brougbt before him; the two women, 
jvtre ordered tp be brought likcwifc ; but. 
fhey were known to nobody, by r^on. 
of the cuftom of concealing that ibx» 
which is obfcrved here ftrider than in any 
0ther country. She of the two whemthie 
prince had relieved, f\irprifed both him^ 
and the whole court widi her beauty j it- 
being fo great, that all Africa had not 
the like to boaft of; »id aUb fo majeftic, 
that even a flave's habit, which fhe wore,, 
could not obfcurc it. The other woman^ 
was cloathed like thofc of this country 
who are of fome quality; (he like* 
wife had beauty, but fuch as could not 
jftand in competition with that of hep> 
Mtagonift^ and,. had it been pofHble, the* 

palenels; 
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paknefs of her cheeks alone,, occafibnecfe 
by her fear, would have loft her the 
vid:ory i while the other would have, 
rather received additions from a guikl^f*. 
Wufli than a difadvantage. The Moor 
appeared before Muly with guilt in his. 
countenance, keeping his eyes all the 
while fixed upon the ground. The prince* 
€onin>anded him to confefs his crime, if 
heexpeAed toefcape the torture. I kno^ 
thofe that are prepared for^e, anfwere4- 
the Moor boldly-, all which, and greater,, 
I have defer vcd; but, though I had 
thought it for my advantage, yet evej% 
the greateft that could be infiided on me^ 
would not have been able to have exton> 
ed the leaft confeflion from me. Nay^ 
fioce I am iatisfkd nothing can avail to^ 
lave ray bfe, feeing I would have bee» 
tl« inftrument of ydm dtzth^ know^^ 
great princK, thai: the anger I have con- 
ceived a^inft myielf,.£^ not killing you,, 
torments me yet more than the utmoft of 
your tortures can da As for thefe twa. 
Spanifh women here, added he, they 
have both bccii my flavcs •, whereof one^, 
who knfw beft how to manage her perfon^ 
has married my brother Zadig; whereas 
the other, being more obftinate, would 
-icvcryet ciSai^ her religion, nor accept 

the 
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the frequent proflfers of love which I have 
made hen Here he ftoppcd, and would 
give no farther account either of them 
or himfelf, notwithftanding the great 
menaces made him. This caufed Muley 
^to have him immediately thrown into » 
dungeon, loaded with irons ; and the re- 
negado, wife of Zadig, was ordered to 
another prifon. But the fair flave, the 
prince commanded to be condufted to a 
Moor's houfe, named Zulema, a man of 
quality, and by birth a Spaniard, who 
had left that country, becaufe he would 
not be forced to turn Chriftiitn. He was 
of thfe illuftrious family of Zegreys, here- 
tofore fo renown*d in Granada^ and his 
wife Zoraide, likewife of the fame lineage, 
was reputed to be the fineft woman, 
whether for beauty or wit, in all Fez, 
She was at firft charmM with the beauty 
and converfation of this fair Chriftian 
flave, and- therefore, if flie had been 
capable of being comforted, (he might 
have found fufficient confolation in her 
careflTes ; but on the contrary, as if (he 
had forfworn all manner of comforts, {he 
always defired to be alone, thereby to 
give the better vent to her grief v for 
when flie was in Zoraide's company, fhe 
underwent no fmall torture by retaining 

her 
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her iighs and tears. All this- while prince 
Mulay was very defirous of having an 
account 'of her adventures. He had 
made his mind already known to Zulema, 
who being a perfon from whom he could 
conceal nothing, he had likewife ac- 
quainted him that he had a fort of love 
for this fair Chriftian, and which he 
would before have let her know, had not 
he apprehended from her great afflidions 
ibme unknown rival in Spain, who might 
be too luckily prepoflefs'd of her favour. 
Zulema having received this hint from 
his lord, immediately gave orders to his 
wife to get what particulars (he could out 
of this fair Chriftian, concerning her life, 
but^J^ccially how Ihe came to be flave to 
Amct. Zoraide was as defirous as the 
prince of knowing thefe particulars, and 
therefore was not long oefore flie fet 
about it ; flie had little reafon to think ftie 
Ihouid be refufed, becaufe fhe had been 
fo wonderfully civil to her. Agreeable 
to her wilhes, the fair Spaniard anfwered 
her, that (he would fatisfy her curiofity 
whenever fhe pleafed; but having nor 
thing but misfortunes to acquaint her 
with, fhe feared fhe fhould find her re- 
lation fomewhat tirefpme. You will bq 
convinced,; relied ^oraide, that it can- 
' ' not 
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tfiot be fo, when you fhall fee the attei^ 
^on I give to it -, and by the concern I 
fliall infallibiy (hew for your bad fortune^ 
I dare fay you will bt^^^^t to bclieye you 
could entruft your iis^ts to no truer 
.fHend. This faid, tliey threw their arms 
over each other's hecks, and embraced bs 
heartily, as if they had never deftgned to 
>quit that pofture. Afterw^tBs the fai^ 
flave wiping her eyes, filled with tears 
at the acute remembrance of her great 
misfortunes, began her ftx>ry in the 
following manner. *' I am,** faid fhe, 
^ a Spaniard by birth, and bom at 
Valencia : nry name is- Sophia. 1 was 
educated with that care which might 
become a rich father and 'mother to be- 
ftow on the firft fruits of their marriage. 
I had a brother younger than myfelf by 
a year -, he was as lovely as could be, and 
loved me as dearly as I did him; our 
mutual friendihip was fo great, that we 
were never eafy when afunder, and there- 
fore our parents took care we fhould 
fcldom be fo. We learned together all 
thofe exercifes that are ufually taught the 
youth of either fex -, and thence it came 
to pafs, to the furprize of all, that I was 
equally (killed with him in the manege, 
and h? with me in the arts af the needle; 
3 Thit 
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'This Extraordinary fort of educatbit 
<:avrfed a genttlemaH, our neighbour, to 
defireof my father that his children might 
l>e bred .with us. His requeft was grant- 
;«d ; and having only a fon and daughter^ 
^bout our age, it gave occafion to the 
cfown of Valencia to think that there 
would one day be a counter marriage 
between us. Don Carlos and Lucy, were 
the names of th(rfe two young companions 
4>f ours. The former was handfome, and 
Jovcd me dearly, which I reciprocally 
returned. Our parents obferved it, but 
^cre fo far from either difliking or op- 
j>ofing it, that th^y rather encouraged 
and approved it, and I believe would 
certainly have foon married us together, 
had not they thought us too young. At 
length our delufive happinefs was IHfled 
by the death of my brother -, a violent 
fever carried him off in eight days, and 
from! his death fprang the firft caufe of 
my misfortunes. Lucy was fo affeded 
at it, that fhe obftinately refolved to turn 
ftun : I had brought myfelf even to 
Death's door with grief; and Don Carlos 
likewife had fo great a (hare in our con- 
cern, that he gave his parents litde hopes 
of furviving it ; fo much the lols of my 
brother, the danger I Was in, and the 
- f refolution 
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refolution of his fifter had wrought upon 
him. At laft, thanks to our youth, we 
all recovered, and time, irt ibme me^ure, 
moderated our affliftions. The father of 
Don Carlos died not long after, and left. 
him both rich and out of debt. His 
riches furniflied him with ability to 

fjratify his gallant humour, and his gal- 
antry flattered my vanity, expoftd his 
love to publick knowledge, and aug- 
mented mine. Don Carlos was often 
found at my parents feet, conjuring them 
not to defer his happinefs'any longer j 
and my father was inclinable to hearken 
to his requeft, left his profufe courtfhip 
might in time diminifh his fortune ; hq 
gave him therefore hopes that he (hould 
fpeedily be his fon-in-law. This raifed 
Don Carlos to fo high a pitch, that he 
lavifhed out his love at an extraordinary 
rate *, and this would have been alone 
fufficient to have convinced me of his 
fincerity, had not I had fo many preced-r 
xng proofs of his palTion* To add to 
his other profufenefs, he prefented me 
with a ball, and invited all the town of 
Valencia to it ; but, to his misfortune as 
•well as mine, among the reft came a 
Neapolitan count, whom . fome affairs of 
importance had brought into Spain. Thip 

^ount 
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count it fecms took fo great A fancy to 
mc that he muft needs oc in love wiih' 
itie, and, in order to gratify his o^ohi 
was not lonff before he demanded me In; 
marriage, after having been informed of 
the quaKty of my father, in the kingdom 
cf Valencia. My father was fo dateled' 
with the title of this ftranger, that hi im-' 
mediately confented to all he alked, arid; 
from that verjr hour forbid Don Carlos to 
pretend any larther to me. He fikewife 
ftridly enjoined me to receive no more bt 
his vifits, and moreover commanded mc 
for the future to look upon the Itafiaa 
count as a perfon that was to many me [ 
at his return from Madrid, whither he .. 
was then going, and would come back 
in a Ihoft time, I diflembkd my diQikc [ 
for the prefent to my father's propbfafs ; 
but when I was alone Don Carlos would ' 
fincerely come into my mind, whom 1 ' 
thought the moft amiable man in the^ 
world, while I could not find with my " 
utmoft endeavours the leaft thing agree- 
able, nay, fcarce tolerable in his rival; 
fo that it was equally impoflible for me to 
love, the one or to forget the other. I 
had recourfe upon this occafiorl to tears^ ' 
but found thofc a feeble remedy againft 
fo great a malady as mine. 

Vol. II. E White 



d by Google 



74 THEKJOMIC 

While I was in this condition, Don 
Carlos entered the room, but without his 
ufgal cuftom of alking leave. He found 
me all in tears, which made him lofe the 
power of withholding his own, however 
great had been his refolutions, not to be- 
tray the ftntiments of his heart till he had 
dived into the inmoft recefles of mine. 
He threw himfelf at my feet, and taking 
ine hf the hand, which he bathed with 
Kis tears, Sophy, faid he to me, and muft 
I lofe you then? Muft a ftranger, who 
has hardly the honour to be known to 
you, , be .notwithftanding prefered to me ? 
Shall h? poffefs you, Sophy, and will 
you confcnt to it?' You whom I have 
loved fo dearly, and who have always 
endeavoured to make me believe that 
you loved me likewife ? Shall vour father 
pretend to difpofe of you, when he has 
already given you to me? Your father, 
the moft urijuft man alive ! If you were a 
perfon, continued he, whole merit could 
be valued, my fidelity alone fhould be 
able to purchafe you. But, purfued he, 
fincc you are ineftimable, I beg you will 
believe that if I hayt had the ambition 
to afpire to you, I Ih^l not want the 
courage to revenge myfelf on him whom ' 
you caufelefly prefer to me. But, however, 

added 
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added he, fighing, if it be your pleafure 
that my rival fliould live happy in your 
favour, I will forego all attempts upon 
him, and only revenge your unkindnefs ' 
upon myfelf by fome cruel and fudden 
death. Don Carlos, anfwered I, will you 
join with an unjuft father, and a hated 
lover, to torment me, and impute that 
to me as a crime, which is only a misfor- 
tune common to us both ? Pity me, 
added I, inftead of accufing me, and 
think of means to prfeferve me ypurs, 
rather than reproach me With a fault I 
am no way guilty of. I believe I may 
have better reafon to refleft on you for 
not having fufficiently loved me, fince I 
find you have not fufficiently known me. ' 
But we have no time to lofe in vain 
words, continued I; carry me whither you ' 
pleafe, for you ftiall always find me dif^ ' 
pofed to follow you. 

At thefe words Don Carlos was more 
tranfported with joy than he had been 
before depreffed with grief; and therefore 
having begged my pardon a thoufand 
times for the injuftice he had done me, 
he propofed to fetch me away the night ' 
foUowmg. For this purpofe he fpent all ' 
that day in ordering his afiairs. He got * 
together a good fum of money, and hired 
£ 2 a Bar- 
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a Barcelona veiled which would be ready 
to put to fea at what time he defired. 
For my part, young as I was, I had fcnfe 
enough to manage the fecrct {o well, that 
no body ever fo much as milhiifted us. 
I got all my mother's jewels, and fcr^ped 
up what money I could get. At the 
hour appointed, Carlos's page, Claudio, 
waited for me at the gate. He told me 
his mafter had fent him to canduA me on . 
board, and that he could not come him- 
ielf, for reaions he would fatisfy me of 
when he faw me. At the fiime time 
came a flave that belonged to Don.Carlos^ 
and who was likewife very well known to 
me, to accompany us. We got eafily 
out of the city, by means of the good 
contrivance we had laid, aod were not 
gone far before we faw a veffel riding in 
Sie harbour, whofe boat waited for us on 
the Ihore. The feamen told me my dear 
Don Carlos would come immediately, 
and that I had no wort to do, than to so 
into the boat. I was carried in by the 
flave, but had no fobner been fetdown, 
than I perceived the feamen forcing in 
Claudio, whom I obferved to be un* 
willing to enter. This encreafed my con. 
cern for the abfcnce of Garl js, and there- 
upon I ioiimediately demanded of the 

flave 
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flavc where he was : he furlily anfwcrcd, 
that wherever he was, Jt was not for me. 
Having faid thus much he left hie, and 
in a little while after, I heard Claudia 
above upbraiding the (lave after this man- 
ner. Is it thus, traitdr, that you perform 
your promife, to rid me of a rival, and 
leave me with my love ^ To which the 
flave replied. Imprudent Claudio ! am I 
obliged to keep my word with you, when 
you have not fcrupled to betray your 
maftef? and how could I expeft you 
would be true to me, and not fend the 
guards out ^fter me to take my dear 
Sophy from me, whom I love more than 
my Itfe, when I have obfervcd how yil- 
lainouik you ferved both him and her ? 

Thele words fpoken to a woman whom 
I took always for a man, and concerning 
matters which I knew nothing of, raifed 
fo fevere adiforder in me, that I fell dead 
for the prefent^ in the amfis of the perfi- 
dious Moor. By that time my fit was^ 
over, our veflel had got a good way tp 
fca. You cannot imagine when I came 
to myfelf, what a confufion I was in, for 
then I plainly perceived I was in the 
hands of Moors, and , enemies to our 
faith. I then ]cnew the flave Amet had 
itU authority, and that hirbrother Zaide 
E3 was 
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was captain of the vcflfel. Amet no fboner 
faw mc in a condition to hear him, than 
he made me a (hort declaration of love, 
profeffing he had long a paffion for me, 
and that this was the caufe of his carrying 
me away. That he dcfigned to carry me 
to Fez, where it fhould be my own fault 
if I was not as happy, if not happier than 
I could have been in Spain, And laftly, 
he had the impudence to urge to me, 
that he did not doubt but that in 4 ihort 
time I would have no reafon to regret the 
lofs of Don Carlos. I had fcarce patience 
to hear him out, before I flew upon him 
with alj the vigour and courage that my 
.fit had left me ; and, by an addrefs whifch 
I told you before I had learned from my 
education, fnatching his fcymeter out of 
his fcabbard, was going to punifh hid 
peijury with the lofs of his lire, had not 
his brother Zaide timely ftcpped in and 
prevented me. I was prefently difarmed,; 
for having once miffed my ^blow, I could 
not poffibly defend myfelf againft fo great 
a number of enemies. Amet, who my 
unexpeded attempt had frighted, com* 
manded all but me to go out of the room^ 
and afterwards followed himfclf. He left 
me in fuch a condition as you may ima- 
gine after fo cruel a reverfe had happened 
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to my fortune. I fpent all that night 
•and the day following in tears. Timei 
that generally alleviates other peoples 
misfortunes, did but increafe mine. The 
fccond liay was as uncomfortable to me 
as the iirrt, or rather more tormenting ; 
for when I reflected upon the never fee- 
ing Don Carlos more, how could I pro- 
pofe to myfelf any further confolation ? 
A met always found me fo terrible when- 
ever he offered to accoft me, that he 
came no more near me. From time to 
time they brought me viftuals, but I re- 
fufed them with fuch obftinacy, as niiadc 
the Moor fear that he had brought me 
away to no purpofe. In the mean time 
the fhip had paffed the Strcights, and 
was not far from the coaft of Fez ; when 
Ciaudio entering the room, I no fooner 
perceived him, than I began with him 
after this manner : Villain, faid ,1, you 
have betrayed me, and what could induce 
you to fo bale an aftion after you had 
been fo well ufed both by me and Don 
Carlos ? You were too well beloved, an- 
fwered he ; and fincc I loved Don Carlos ' 
likewife, what ill have I done in cndea- ^ 
vouring to rid myfelf of a rival? but, if * 
r had betrayed you, added he, Amct has 
alfo betrayed me, and I fliall have as 
E 4 great 
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^eat reafon to lament as you, if I do not 
think of feme expedient not to remain 
alone miferaWe* Explain thefe riddles^ 
replied I, and tell me who you are, that 
I may know what fex I have for my 
enemy ? Sophy, then continued he, I am 
of the fame fex with you ; and, like you, 
have been in love with Don Carlos; but 
if our love has been equal, its fuccefs has 
been different -, he always loved you, and 
was inclined to believe that you returned 
his pafiion; whilft me he neither loved nor 
could think I loved him fo dearly as I did„ 
as he never knew who 1 was. I am of 
Yaleneia like you, proceeded ihe; and 
' was not born fo low, but Don Carloa 
might have married me without dirparage--r 
ment; yet his mind was fet upon you^ 
and you were the only object of his vow» 
and wiflies. It was not but I endeavour^ 
cd to make my eyes fave the labour of 
my tongue, and take the Shameful con-^ 
feffion of my love upon them. I always 
pla<;ed myfelf in his way, and ufed all 
thofe little arts that he would have done 
to captivate me had the paflion been his 
own. I might have often difpofed of 
rnyfelf in marriage to advantage, had not 
t^e,^u^s I had of on.e day winning him 
cgrir^.^ways prevented my fortune j in- 
V ,*. . ' fomuch,^ 
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femtrcb, that, inftead of being difcouraged' 
at his repulfe, I found it a means to love 
bim the more. At length, being refolved 
to neglcft nothing that might ferve t6 
bring him about, 1 put myfelf in man's ap-' 
parrel ; cut oflF my nafir; and, fo dilgurfel, 
caufed myfclf to be prefented to him for 
apage by an old woman, who told hini 
th^ my father was a poor gentleman^ 
that lived upon the mountains of Toledo. 
My face and mein pleafed, itfedms, your 
lover fo well, that he prefently refolved 
to take me. He was as well fetisfied with 
my wit as delighted with my voice and 
manner of finging, and likewife with my 
ikill in playing on all forts of infifuments 
that perfons of quality are w(Mit to divert 
themfelves with. He believed he had 
met with qualifications in me tharwere 
BOt to be commonly found in pages ; and 
I gave him fo many proofs of my fidelity 
and difcretion, that hetreated nie niorc 
Hke his friend and confidant than fervant. 
This you are able to tcftify better thart? 
any perfon breathing j and you know be-^' 
fides, how often you have commended^ 
me to Carlos, both behind my back and; 
to my face, and likewife done me fcvferat 
other good offices with him ; but f was 
■aad to think that I muft be indebted foi* 
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tU thefe to a rival ; and that, at the time 
they rendered me more agreeable to my 
lover, they made you more hateful to the 
unfortunate Claudia, (for fuch is my true 
jsame.) 

In the mean time, your marriage ad- 
vanced, and my hopes declintd ^ but as, 
foon as that was concluded, they were 
utterly loft. The Italian count, who be-w 
came about that time in love with you^ 
atod whofe quality and eftate eained as 
much upon your father, as his bad mein 
and temper loft him in your eftcem, gave 
©ic, ncvertheleis, tJie pleafure of feeing 
you difturbed, and caufed me to flatter 
myfelf with thofe fooliftj hopes which 
change always offers to the unhappy. At 
laft your father preferred the ftranger 
whom you loved not, jo Don Carlos,, 
whom you loved j and I had then the 
iatisfaftion to fee one who made me un- 
fortunate, unfortunate himfelf ; and my 
rival, whom I hated, yet more unhappy. 
My pleafure was augmented, though I 
conf^dered I loft nothing in him, bccaufe 
he never was mine, yet in that you are 
deprived of all in lofing him, by reafoa 
he was all yours. 

But this imaginary happinefs, or, ta 
ca^ it better, uii£niftiedhope, lafted noE 

long. 
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teng: I Icarrted from Don Cartes; thk 
you was refclved to go away with him 5 
Jtnd I was employed for that purpofe to 
hitb 'a (hip to carry you to Barcelona'; 
ft($m' 'whence you were to go cither to 
Fraiice 01^ Icalyi 1 can^t tdl which. Ail 
the forfeb Ihad hitherto made ufe of to 
iuppoft me in my misfortunes, foribok 
'me ^t thi^ moment ; I could now bear up 
jigainft the torment of my unhappy face 
no longer^ and therefore was forced to 
yield to it* My griefs upon this occaiion 
weft fo, great, that they made me'down- 
right, fick, and obliged me to keep my 
bed'. 

One day, as I was lamenting my band 
ufage to myfeW^ and fpeaking louder thai* 
ordinary, out of 5 a confidence that I. wa;^ 
not over-heard, the Moor Amet appeared 
before me*, who, after he had fuflPered 
me to recover out of the furprize he had 
occafioned in me, addrefled himfelf to 
me in thcfe words •, I have known you^ 
Claudia, even before the time you dif-' 
guifed your fex to becotne page to Doii 
Carlos ; and if I have ail this while con-^ 
cealed that knowledge from you, it was 
becaufe I had alio a defign to accomplilh 
as well as you. I have over-heard you' 
enter into refphidons of defpain You^ 
E 6 have 
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IaH a mind to difcover yourielf to your 
^uftcr to be a younfi: woman who dies for 
love of him, and arterwards to kill your-^ 
felf in his prefence ; whereby you think 
to incline him by'pity, becauife you can« 
Dot otherwife engage his* heart. Poor 
girl ! what other advantage wilt thou ^t 
by killing thyfelf, but afiuring the poflfei^ 
iion of Carlos the firmer to thy rival ? I * 
have better advice to give jthee, if thoa 
lull courage enough to take it. Deprive 
thy lover of Soplua; the means of ao 
complifhing it are eafy ; and though if re^ 
quires a great deal of refolution, yet it 
hath occafion for no more than thou ha& 
already had to habit thylelf like a maii». 
and thereby hazard thy honour to content 
thy love. Hearken to me then with at- 
tention, continued the Moor» and I wilt 
teveal to thee a fecret which I have never 
yet difclofed to any pcrfon ; and if the 
propofal I am about to make thee be di£r 
Approved, thou art at liberty either to re* 
ceive or rejeft it. 1 am of Fez, purfued 
hC) and a man of quality in my owa 
country; my misfortunes made me a 
Save to Don Carlos, and the beauty of 
Sophia made me the Mke to her. 1 have 
tpkl you a great deal in a few words*. 
Cmd&deryour own unbappinefs without 
t. / remedy^ 
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miedy, if you fufibr your lovtr tO^ carry 
o£fyour tniftrefs to Barcelona. ItU botk 
your and my intercft to pccvent it^ diece>» 
fore let us lay hold oo the occafion that 
oflPers. I have bargamcd for my ranibnv 
and haire paid it*. A gal^ from Africa 
waits for me in the toad^ not far froni 
that ii^ich Don Carlos has provided for 
the execution of his defign. He has put 
it off for a day longer, therefore let um 
anticipate our projeft to carry her awajr 
before him. In order to accomplifli thi% 
do you go immediately to Sophia, as- 
from yxMir^mailer^ and let her know that 
he requires fhe fhould depart this night t 
for this purpofe bring her away forttmitiic 
to my veffcl^ and 1 will carry her tO' 
Africa ; whereby you will remain behindt 
alone to po^efs your lover, and who, 'tifr. 
very likely, will be inclined to favour 
your pafficn, when he underdands what 
you are^ how well you lovr Wmv and 
moreover, thai: the recovery^ of his Sophif^* 
is impraiSlicable^ At thcfe laft: vords oir 
ClaudiaX continued Sophia^ I became all- ^ 
of a fuddeii (n eppreffed with gri^tsf, that ' 
I fainted away and had Scarce thekaft 
fign of life Icir iir me*. The cries Ihat 
Claudia made for help, who» it may be^. 
xow repented of what flie had told me^ 

brought 
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bnnjght *• A miec and his^ brother into the 
room. They made ufe of all the means 
that were proper to recover me, when, 
coming at length to myfelf, I heard 
Claudia ftill perfifting in reproaching 
Amet with his t^eathery. Infidel, faid 
ihe, to him; hov could you have the 
bafenefs bodi to betray 'me, and to bring 
this lady to the deplorable condition you 
fee her in i or, how could you have the 
iMLTt to make me guilty oi treachery to 
the man I love fo dearly;?, how dare you 
«port yourfclf to be nobly born, when 
you are one of the very worft of men ? 
Peace, fool, replied Amct, and do not 
accufe me of a crime to which you your- 
felf were acceflary, I have told you be- 
fore, that one that could betray a maftcr 
like yours, well deferves to be betrayed 
hcafclf : I have propofed to carry you 
along with me, both to iecure my own 
Ibfe, and prolong that of my d^ar Sophia ; 
for I could eafily guefe what tortures flic 
muft neceflarily have undergone, had you 
remained behind with her lover difcover- 
cd. The noife the feamen made at their 
entrance into the port of Sally, and the 
thundering of the cannon as well from 
the vcflcl as the cattle, interrupted any 
ftrrthcr reproaches between Amet and 

Claudia^ 
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me from the fight of thofe two odious 
objects. We landed* Claudia and I hav*. 
ing our facet all covered with vaiby and 
were lodged in the houfe erf a friend of the 
perfidious . Ainet*a. The next day wc 
ly^ re pu| inp a clofe chariot, and parried 
in that niaoner to Fqz i^. where, if Amet* 
was overjoyed at the fight of bk rdadons 
and friends j I was no lefs iifflid^ed and tor- 
mented at my fate. As for Claudia^ Ihe w^ 
refolvedtomakeherfelf cafy^ forihequick- 
ly turned ]$4ahometan, and was married in 
a little tin)e after to Zadig brother of the 
faithlefs Amet. This wicked woman cm^ 
ployed all her cunnii^ tiiperfuade me to 
change my religkm likewile» and to marry 
with Amet» as flue ^d done with 2^ig^ 
huty I thank Heavcii» I jftill perfeveied in 
my conftancy, bo|h to my firft faith, and 
to my firft love. This cauied Amet and 
£is friend to u£b me with^ all aunner of ilk 
treatment ^ but at laft I was inclinaUe ta 
believe that Claudia was not quite fo bad 
•g^ file feemed* In pubfick fhe perfecmed 
me, indeed, as m\ich or rather more than 
the reft •, but in private flie would every 
now and then do me a good turn. O^ 
day, when all the other women were gone 
CO the public baths, which you Juiow 'tis 

a 
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a aafixxii among yoti Mahometans to ^ 
§0 many mots a week, Claudia came to* 
me in my chamber, and, with a forfowfu^ 
countenance, accofted me in the following 
manner. Fan* Sophia, faid (be, whatever 
eccafioa I have hitherto had to bear youi 
ill wMl, it is now at an dnd, as I defpair 
ever to pofiefs him who loved me too 
ittde, bec^fe he loved you too much *, I 
condemn myfelf inceflantly for having 
been the means of making youmiferable^ 
but more efpeciaUy for having abandoned* 
py God, out of tm fear of mdn, the leaft 
df which remorfes is fufficient to ihak^ me 
undertake fomethikig unufual to my fex.. 
I can no longer li^^e fo remote from Spain^ 
and that elpeciaily among infideh, witb 
whom I can neither expe^ health white I 
live, ;nbr faivation when I come to die*. 
You niay]udge\of irty fincere repentance 
by the fedret I am going to truft you with^ 
which makes you miftrefs of my life, by 
putting it in yoihr power to revenge the 
all offices I iiave? been fbrccd to do you^ 
whenever you pieafe. The fccrct is this :* 
having procured ^bout fifty Chriftian- 
flaves^ for the moft part Spaniards, and' 
engaged them to fec^refy, 1 have furnilhed' 
die0v with money fufficient to hire a bark^ 
whcjnewidi to transport ua^^Spam. Now^ 
z yout 
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you have nothing to do but to folfow mf 

fortune, cither to lave yourfclf, if tte 

fates ib permit ; or elfe. to perifh with me 

rather than live thus miferably among 

infidels. Determine therefore quickly, 

Sophia, contimied fhe, what fou mean 

to do 5 and, fince we are alone, let us pre- 

fently enter upon deliberating on the moft 

important action of our lives. Hearing 

this propofal of Claudia's, I immediately 

threw myfelf at her feet; and judging ot 

her fincerity by my own, made her my 

acknowledgements both in words and ac^ 

tions. Purfuant to our proved, we fixed 

a time and place for our intended flighty 

and which, at laft, was to be behind fome 

rocks by the fea-fide, where Ihe told nae 

the veflel lay waiting for us. On the day 

appointed we let out, hap{^y as I thought^ 

becaufe we got fo eafily out of the houie 

and city. I admired the goodnefs <^ 

Heaven in favouring our efcape with fuch 

facility, and more than once offered up 

my thanks in the acknowledgement!^ 

however, the end of my misfortunes waft 

not fo near as I thought. What Claudiai 

a&ed was. only by order of the perfidious 

Amet,' than whom fte yet moreperfidi-^ 

ouQy led nje to this abandoned place, fbi^ 

no other reafon thaa to emofe me to the 

haft 
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luft of that wicked Moor, ^who durft not 
attempt any violence on me in his father's 
houfe, who, though a Mahometan, was 
morally honeft. I innocently followed her . 
that thus guided me tomin ; and thought 
I could never make her fufficient acknow- 
ledgments, for obliging me with fo fair a 
profpeft of my liberty. Wc walked a 
good round pace, till we came among 
thofe rocks, where (he ftill perfifted to 
tell me, that her flaves lay attending for 
|icrv when all of afudden, hearing a 
-noife, and looking behind me, I perceived 
the treacherous A met coming towards us, 
with a drawn fcymetcr in his hand. In- 
famous (laves, cried he aloud, is it thus 
yc convey yourfclves away from your 
maftcr's fervice ? I was ju(t going to an- 
fwer him when Claudia feizing my arms 
behind, and Amet throwing away his 
fcymeter, and joining with her, to do the 
like to me before, they both endeavoured 

1*ointly to bind me with cords, which they 
lad provided for that purpofe. Having 
snore art and ftrength than women ufually 
have, I refitted, for fome time, the at- 
tempts of thefe two barbarous people 5 
but at length, finding my Efforts over- 
powereid, I haid no other remq^y to havo 
lecoude to» but cries, which I hoped 

woyld 



d by Google 



ROMANCE/ 9^ 

Vould mduce fomc charitable traveller to 
come to my relief. I was juft upon the 
brink of dcfpair as prince Muley arrived. 
You have heard how he faved my honour, 
and, I might fay, my life, fince I ftiould 
infallibly have died of grief, had Amet 
Succeeded in his brutal defigns upon me.. 
Here Sophy ended the tedious relation t)f 
her adventures, while the friendly Zoraide 
, exhorted her to rely upon the princess 
gencrofity, who 0ie doubted not would 
aflford her fpeedy means to return to Spain. 
The fame day Zoraide went and acquaintr 
.ed her hufband with every particular flic 
had heard from Sophy ; of all which, he 
confequently foon informed his matter 
Muley. Althoijgh what had been told 
him concerning the fortune of the fair 
Chriftian, did not at all flatter his paflion ^ 
yet 'Was .Muley, neverthelefe, pleafed to 
hear (he was pre-engaged in affcdtion, that 
he might thereby avoid the bafenefs of 
tempting hen He highly valued her vir* 
tue, and was^ difpofed by his own to en« 
courage and aflift her in the continuance 
ofit.i Hereupon he.difpatched Zoraide to 
l^t her know, that he would fend her back 
10 Spain as fooq as ever ihe pleafed ; but 
not caring to truft to the frailty of his 
nature, he had at the fame time refi^Ived 

ta 
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f to'' keep as much out of her ftgbt as fie 
could. Sophy, for her part, wastmploy- 
cd in thinking how to make her return as 
-fccurc as poffiblei She doubted if (he 
'fhould meet a Chriftian (hip, which was 
4ievcrthefels very difficult for her to d(^, 
as few or none traded thither^ whether (he 
ihould not find as bad men on board, as 
&e had done before annong the Moors. 
Sincerity is feldom obferved on board 
veflels, and good faith minded as little 
^mong feamen as among foldiers* Where^ 
<vcY , innocence and beauty are met, im- 
pudence will always take occafioii to irt- 
vade them* xWhilft ftie was thu& debating 
^ith herfelf, Zoraide advifed her to take 
upon her the habit of a man, and the ra« 
tbcr, becauie her ibape was proper for 
that purpofe: She told her alfo, that h 
<was Muley's plestfurc (he ihould do fcr,. 
and who not being able to find a man m 
Fez, with whom he could fafely entruft 
her, had provided a companion for her, 
of her own fcx, who^V^as ta be difguifed 
likewife, vrfiereby they both might eafily 
avoid the infolence of the feamen and 
pafiengers, if they were that way inclined. 
This Moorifti prinefJ had fortnerly pur- 
chafed a prize of k Corfair of Barbary, 
It was a mip that had belonged to the 

governor 
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fovcmof of Oran, which waj carrying ^ 
panifli gentleman With his whole ratnily 
to Spain, whom the governor had Tent 
thither a prifoner out of fome difguft. 
Muley had been informed that this 
Oiriftian was k great hunter ; and as that 
exercife was one of the choice!): of his 
diverfions, he was refolved to keep him 
to himfelf ; but, for fear of making him 
uneafy, he ordered he (hould not be fepa- 
rated from his wife, his fon and daughter; 
In th6(e two years he had lived in Fez, in 
Muley^s fervice, he had taught that prince 
to ftioot admirably well, and that either 
fitting or flying. He had moreover in- 
ftruded him in feveral other wavs of hunt- 
ing before unknown to the Moors. By 
thefe means he in a fhort time had gained 
fo far upon the prince's favour, and had 
been fo ferviceable to him in all his diver* 
fions, that when a ranfom was oBfered for 
him, he would by^ no means confent to 
part with him ; but rather made it his 
daily endeavour to oblige him, and make 
him forget Spain. Notwithftanding this 
kindnefe of the prince, the regret he had 
ta be out of his own country, and the un- 
likelihood 6f ever returning thither again, 
had brought fo deep a mcYancholly upon 
him, that it foon ended his days. His 
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wife likewife langmfii^d on the iame ac^ 
count, and lived not long after her huC- , 
band. When Muley faw how fatal his 
favours to ftrangers had been, he began 
to be touched with remorfei and , was ex- 
ceeding forry. that, he had not complied - 
with their delires ; but fince it was now 
too late, he refolved to reward the good 
fevices of his ippf tfman upon his children, 
arid for that purpofe immediately fent for 
them into his prefence. The daughter, 
whofe name was Dorothea, was about, the 
f^me age with Sophia, and had both wit 
and beauty. Her orother, named Sanchp^ ' 
was fomewhat younger, being not above . 
fifteen; both were made choice of by 
Muley to accompany Sophia to Spain. 
The affair was for fome tune kept fecrct •, 
three Spanifli habits for men were ordered . 
in the mean time to.be got ready. At 
length Muley difplayed hi? magnificence 
in a great quantity of precious ftoncs 
which he prefented Sophia with. To 
Dorothea and Sancho he gave likewife 
feveral noble prefents, which, together 
with what their father left them, and 
which had been all obtained from the li- 
berality of this prince, made, them to be 
confiderably rich. About t;he fame tinjc 
Charles V. made war upon Africa, and 

bcfieged 
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befieged the city of Tunis. He had fcnt 
an ambaflador to Muley, to treat about 
the ranfom of certain Spaniards of quali-' 
ty, who had been Ibipwrecked on the 
coaft of Morbcco. It was to this ambal^ 
fador that Muley recommended Sophia 
under the name of a man of quality^ csilled; 
Don Hernando ;. Etorothy and her brother 
were faid to be hb attendants, one pailing 
for his gentleman, and the other for his 
page. Sophia and Zoraide could not 
part without the greateft rcluftance* 
They fhed abundance of tears, and gave • 
each other UBqucftionable- proofs .of a re- ' 
ciprocal aflfe<Sion. Zoraide, as a farther 
token of her love and eftecm, prefented 
the fair Chriftian with a necldace of pearl, 
of fo great value' as (he would by no means 
h^ve accepted of it, had not Zulema, 
who Ipved her no Icfs than his wife, ac- 
quainted her, that they fliould take it 
very unkindly if (he refufcd what they 
tendered only as a pledge of their friend- 
fhip. Zoraide made Sophia promile to 
let them know from time to time how flic 
did, either by way of Tangier, Oran, or 
the other places which the emperor then 
poffefled in Africa. The Chriftian am- 
baifador embarked at Sally, carrying 
along with him Sophia, whom trom' 
. I hence- 
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henceforward we muft call Don Hernando. 
Before he'proceeded on his voyage to 
SfMun, he was to go wait on the emperor 
at his camp before Tunis. Our Spaniih 
lady in maiquerade was to be prcfented 
to hioi as a gentlonan of Ahdaloufia^ 
who had been a long time ^a flav6 to the 
prince of Morocco. She had no fuch' 
great reafon to be in love with life, as to 
tear the hazard of it in the wars, and 
therefore, fince fhe had taken upon her 
the character of a cavalier, (be was oblig- 
ed to go upion all adions that honour 
called her to. For this purpofe fhe placed 
htrielf among the volunteers, refolving to 
lofe no Qficafion to fignalize herfelf, which 
ibe often did, to that degree, that her 
valour came at length to the emperor's 
ear. She happened to be in* one adion^ 
. above the reft, wherein the emperor was 
unhorfed, and the Chriftians had like to 
have been beaten. This our valiant ama- 
son perceiving, by a performance fcarce 
to be believed, flie immediately remount- 
ed the emperor, and laid about her with 
fuch condud: and vigour, that fhe almoft 
oppofed the whole force of the enemy, 
till fuch time as the routed army had ral- 
lied, and were come .up to her relief. 
This womlerful adion of hers, did not go 

Without 
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Vs reward. The Emperor made lAe tm- 
known Don Ferdinand a governcMT of |the . 
order of St. James, and gave.him a cegi- 
inent of hcfrfe beiongifig td a Spani(kBO*i 
bicman who had been killed in ^he laft 
^L&ion. He likewife aHowed her the re«: 
tJnue of a man of quality, and from that 
time thepe was not one in the army more- 
cfteemed or refpcdcd than this heroic' 
girt. This adtions and deportmettt of a* 
man fat fo eafy on her, her countenance 
vas fo beautiful, and made her look ibr 
yoQthfiil, her valour was fo aftoniihing, 
conQdering her>age, and her Wit fo cap- 
tivating, that every perfon of quality or' 
rank ^ght her acquaintance. It is 
therefore not to be wonder'd at if one of 
whom ail fpoke well, and bettei* ftill of 
her intrepid aftions,: became very (hortlyr 
the £siVouritet of hei" ma(ler« About this 
time, fome fre(h troops nrrivcd from f 
Spain, on board -the (hips which brought, 
money and provifions to the army. The 
Emperor went to fee them under arms, 
accompanied by his principal officers^ of: 
which number was our heroine. She 
thought (he faw Don Carlos amon^ them, 
nor was Ihe deceived in her conjeftures. 
She fuffered the greateft anxiety for the . 
reft of the day i tot though ihe made the - 
VoLi II. F moft 
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'inoftcHligeM^nqufVf after turn, it was » 
no purpofc as he shad changed his name.^ 
That night (he never do&d her^^yes, rofe 
otact morning with the fun and went heiv- 
feif.mfeaisch of a^lovcr who had coft her 
fo many ieai«. She ibon found him, but 
.lyedkLtioci^ecoIlefther^ sit ibe^ was grown 
much tiller and her complexion was great- 
ly altered by die heex of the climate. She 
ijM-etended to tttke liimfer another of his 
acquaintance^ a(ked him ^the^news 'from 
/Seville* andfpoketo himof tfae'firftferibn 
whofenjune jcmneintoiier head. Don Carlos 
teldher^ that ffae had miftaken him *, that 
he was not from Seville, but Valencia. 
You refemble exceedingly anfwered So- 
phia, a pecfon whe was once vety dear te 
!me, and becaufe of that refemblance I 
nvtouki gladly call you my friend, if you 
have no objedion to the ticle. The veiy 
iame r^aibn, ceplkd Don Carlos, which 
has caufed you to make me an offbr of 
your friendftiip^ would have already gain'd 
you mine had it been worth your accep- 
tance. You ftrongly refemble one for 
whom I have long had a paflion. You 
have her countenance and her voice \ but 
then you are not of the fame fex, and I 
am perfwaded, added he, giving a hea- 
vy figh, you are hoc of her difpofition^ 

Sophia 
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Sophia blafhed at diefetaft words of Don 
Carlos. However this «ife«pcd bis obibr* 
vation, owing perhapsto tiK tears whick 
(tood in his eyes and prevented his difoo* 
veriiig her emotion* ^Her difordor ^en« 
cpeafed, andindln^horMfjioloqgoraMi 
€0 conceal it» fhc requtfted Don Carlos 
<6 come and viltt her af her tent, wli^e 
Ihe would go and wait for him ; th^ii 
took hev leave, afc«r having told him her 
•quarters^ and that (he was calN Don 
Ferdmnd* At the mtntionof that name^ 
Carlos w«is appftebenfive ho had not be* 
haved wkb proper refpefi:. He already 
knew how much that perfon wisefteemed 
by the Emperor i and that tho^^ a ftran* 
ger and unknown, he (bared his counte* 
tiance wkh the firft of the nobility. He 
found out the teht without difflculty, and 
met the recpptioq tbew he might have 
expe&ed, fromone of the princ^galdiicers 
iiv the camp» He (till tr^edtbe likenefs 
of Sophia in the fbamres of Don Ferdi- 
nand^ btit was more aftonifhed at his 
.voicie which pierc^ his very foul, and re- 
(ktkiod the imaaeof a perfoq there who 
was once dearer to him than lift. So- 
shia, ft ill ondifixiv^ed by iier lover, pref* 
fed him to eat, and after he had taken 
fQAio refrtOimpsii and the fenrants were 
F a retired 
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rf ttred^ ihfe made hitn once more declare 
that he was from Valencia, and finally 
hirard him relate, what (he knew as weU 
:he.did of their adventures till the day he 
intended to take her off. And would you 
have fuppofed continued Don Carlos, that 
a vwoman.of her rank who had received 
fo many teftimoniea of tny afieAion, and 
had made me fuch. returns upon her part, 
could have been fi^thleis and bafe, to have 
jart not only to conceal this, but to prefer 
;a .ftrif^ing of a page to me, and ebpe 
with him the very day l^ofore I intended 
to take her oE But are you certain of 
this replied Sophia ? Chance is the arbi- 
trefs of every thing, and frequently takes 
pleafun: to confute our reafonings by ac« 
<ideots the mott whimfical and unexpec- 
ted. Your miftreis may have been forced 
to this feparation and is perhaps more un- 
fortunate than culpable. Would to God ! 
anfwered Don Carlos that I did but 
doubt of her falfhood, I (hould then fub- 
mit without murmuring to every calamity 
and misfortune which ihe has heaped up- 
on me. Nay I Ihould fmile in the very 
bofom of wretchednefs if 1 could think 
her ilill conftant. But that viUain. Clau^ 
dio is the only one 0ie loves, and her 
feigned paflion for unhappy Carlos only 

for 
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fiis riiiri — iyou feerii to hie replied Sophia 
nev^r to have loved fincerfchr when" yo\i 
thus condemn' you^ miftrclr without a 
hearing, and eVefide^fni her more crimi- 
nal than inconftant: Aiid can there be a 
doubt of her guilt cried Don Carlos, when 
the very night (he eloped^ in order to re- 
move my ujfpicions from the page, fhe 
left a letter in her father^is chamber of the 
moft cruel nature and which has made me 
too miferable not to live in my recollec- 
tion ; ril repeat it to you and then leave 
you to jjadge of what artifice flie was ca- 
pable; 

The L E T T E R. 

IT ^as unjuft to forbid me to love Don 
Carlos, after having commanded me to 
Kften to his addreffes. Merit great as his 
could not fail infpiring me with recipro- 
cal a ffeftion, and whcft the heart of a 
young perfon is relally engaged, the voice 
of intereft is fcldom attended to. I have 
therefore fled with one whofe attachment 
you have countenanced firtce my 'child- 
hood and without whom I found it as 
impoffible to live as not daily to expe<^ a 
thoufand deaths with a ftranger, whom I 
am perfwaded I could never bring myfelf 
to love, though he was richer if poffiblc 
£ i than 
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than he is. Our ofFence, if in ftrianefe 
it can be deemed one, deferves your for 
givencfe, which if yoa grant us, we Ihall 
rcturii more fwiftly to receive it, than wc 
fled from the rigour fon ifttended us. 

SOPHIA. 

YOU may eafily imagine the grief of 
Sophia's parettts Upon reading this letter. 
However they had ftill hopes, that I had 
thelt daughter concealed ibniewhere in 
Valenita,or at leaft that (he was not far off. 
Every thing was kept a profound fecrec 
except from the Viceroy who was their 
near relation ^ and Icarce^ad the day began 
to dawn when a magiftrate entered my bed* 
chamber, and found me ftill aflcep. I was 
us mufch furprized at this viiit as I h»i 
caufe : and when, upon being aiked where 
5ophi«^ w?i5, I' replied by m^ing the iamc 
demand, hiy accufers became moreexaf- 
perijted, and hurried n>c away to prifon 
iiTimediately. I was examined but could 
make no defence againit Sophia's letter ; 
jtrom that it was evident, that I intended 
to takic her off. fiut if Wjas likewife cer- 
tain th^t my pjjge had difappeared at the 
fan^e time. Sophia's parents made the 
moll dilijpertt.fearch fiftcr their daugiiter^ 
and my uiend^ upon the other hand exer- 
ted 
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titd^ their mmoft to difcover whert the 
page had convey*d her; this was the only, 
means left to prove my innocence^ but 
they never were able to get any intelli- 
gence of them, and my enemies accufed 
me of hiaving murdered both one and die 
other* At length, injuftiee, fwpportcd 
by power triumphed over the w^aknefs of 
opprefled innocence. T was bid prepare 
for trial .and at the fame time for death, 
and as I did notexpeft a miracle wouJd.be 
wrought in my behalf, 1 determined to 
favc myfelf by an effort of defpair. I 
communicated my intentions to fome 
htghwaymen, who were prifoners like my-» 
fclf, and all defperatc refolute fellows. 
We forced open the prifon gates, and 
with the afiiftance of our friends made the 
0K>untains on the bordet*s of Valentia, be- 
fore the Vicercywas^ informed of our ef. 
cape : we were for a long time matters of 
the country. The infidelity of Sophia, 
the perfecutionof herparents, and the in- 
juftice of the Viceroy, together with the 
lofs of my eftate, plunged me in fuch de* 
fpair, that I rifqued my life in every en- 
counter where our troop met with any r^ 
fiftance. This gained me fuch reputa- 
tion, that my comrades appointed me 
th^ir chief. So great was our fucccfs 
£ 4 that 



d by Google 



1CT4 T ff E C O M I C 

that we became formidable to the Kin^- 
idoms of Arragon and Valencia, and had 
even the infolcnce to lay thefe countries 
under Gomributions. Here added, Don 
Carlos I have trufted you with a fecret 
upon which my life depends, but your 
treatment has^ been fuch, and my prcpof- 
fcffion fo great, that I freely rely upon 
your honour for not divulging it. At 
length continued he, growing weary of 
this abandoned life, I took an opportu- 
nity of dealing away from my compani- 
ons, and took the road to Barcelona, 
where I was received among the troops^ 
embarking for Africa, and which have 
fincc joined the army. I have no reafon 
to be in love with life, and fmce mine has 
been of fo little fervice to iftyfclf, I furely 
cannot ipend it better than againft tte 
enemies of my country and in your fcrvicc^j 
lor the generous countenance you liavc 
ihewn me, h^s given my foul the firft dawn 
of joy ic has experienced fince that cruelgirl*s 
ingratitude hath rendered me the moft mi- 
serable of my fex. Sophia ftlll undifcovered 
^ttK)k the injured Sophia's part, and uled 
-^ivery argument with her lover to prevail 
on him to fufpend his opinion of his mil- 
trefs, till he had more convincing proofe 
of her infidelity. She told him flie was 

deeply 
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deeplyintereftcd in his misfbrtuhes, that 
flie wifhed from her foul to alleviate them, 
and in order to give him more evident 
teftimony than ^rords of her afiedion, the 
requefted that he would live with her, and 
that flie would feize the firft opportunity 
of exerting both her own, and her friends 
intel'eftwith the Emperor, to deliver him 
irom the perfecution of Sophia's parents 
and the Viceroy of Valentia. Don Carlos 
paid very little attention to what the 
feigned Don Ferdinand advanced in jufti- 
fication of Sophia, but he accepted the 
ofior which he made him of his table and < 
his vhoufcr The fame day this faithful t 
woman, fpoke to the Colonel of Don 
Carlos, who flie faid was her relation and 
obtained leave for him to live with him, 
I ihouldfay her. Beholdour unfortunate 
loiver in the fervice of a miftreis whom he 
fuppofed either dead or inconftant. He * 
finds himfelf at ondd in the friendlhip of 
one^ whom he thought his mailer, aDd is 
perplexed to conjefture what he could < 
have done to make him&lf fa much be- 
loved. He is his fte^ward^ his fecretary, . 
companion and confidant, the other do- 
mefticks (hew him nearly as much rcfpedt 
as Don Ferdinand. And he would doubt- 
Icfs have been happy, as he knew that he 
F 5 was»- 
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nvas beloved fa^'itiafter 'Who ^fpe^Bced 
every way amiable to him, and to whom 
he was linked /by a iecrct inftinft, if his 
loft, hisfaithlefs Sojihia/didnotcomftanc- 
ly return in his thoughts, and doud 'em 
with a melancholy which neither the fa- 
vours of fo good a^mafter, northeimiles 
of profperity 'wc?c able to ftabduc. Not- 
withilanding Sophia*s afl%£bion for htnr, 
Ihe was not difpleafed at hisarisdety, as 
Ihe fuppofed herfelf to be the eraufe df it. 
She fpoke to him fo often of Sophia, and 
at times defended her with & much 
warmth nay paffion and even fliarpiefe, 
that at length he began to think that Don 
Ferdinand was once an admirer of Sophia 
himfelf, and was even probably fo ftiU. 
The war in Africa was concluded juft in 
the manner it is related in hiftory. The 
£mperor carried it afierwards into Ger- 
many, Italy, Flanders, and other places. 
Our heroine increafcd her reputation as a 
brave and experienced commander by 
numberlefs anions of valoiir and conduf):^ 
though the latter of thefe qualities is fel- 
dom found in one fo young as her fex 
made her appear. The Emperor was o- 
bliged icy go into Flanders, and afk the 
King of France leave to pals through his 
dominions. The great prince who reign- 
ed 
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td at tbftt period wasr anxious to futpafs a 
deadly foe in honour and clemency, who 
iiad ever furpafifed him in fuccels, though 
^e did not always take the moft laudable 
advantage of it. Charles the Fifth was 
received at. Paris as if he had been King 
<rf Fntnce. The beautifuKDon Ferdi- 
nand was of the fmall number of perfons 
of quality who accompanied him ; and if 
I)is mafterhad made any day at a court the 
moft gallant in the world this lovely Spa- 
niard who paflfed for a man, would have 
wounded many a heart, and been the 
fource of jealoufy to the moft accompliftx- 
ed of our courtiers. In the mean time 
the Viceroy of Vaiencia died in Spain^- 
Don Ferdinand had fufficienc reliance up-* 
on his own merit and the affeiftion t)f his * 
mafter to embolden him to requeft ^ 
this important office : and < he obtained 
it without even being envied his fgccefa. 
Hepromifed Don Carlos, that immediate^ 
ly upon hia acceffion to the Vicfe-royaUy 
of Valencia, he would rmake hi$ peace 
with the parents of St>pl;iia,- obtain hi* 
pardon from the Emperor for being Capf 
tain of the Banditti,, and even cndca,-! 
vour to rcftore him his eonfifcatiohs- 
Don Carlos would have received great 
pkafure from thefe. flattering- premifcs it 
F 6 his 
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his unhappy paffion would have permitted 
him. At length the Emperor arrived in 
Spain, and proceeded immediately for 
Madrid, and Don Ferdinand to take pof-* 
feffion of his government, Theday after his 
entry into Valencia, Sophia's parents prefen* 
ted a petition againft Don Carlos. The Vice- 
roy promifcd to grant them juftke, but affu* 
red Don Carlos alfo that he might rely on 
his protedion. Frefti informations were 
lodged againft him, the witneDesgavein^ 
their depofnions a fecond time*, at length 
Sophia*s parents ft imulated withrcfcntment 
fdrthe lofs of their daughter, and panting'fop " 
vengeance which they thoughtjuft, puflied 
matters fo forward, that in five or fix days- 
the affair was ready for trial. They even 
went'fofar as to rcqueft the Viceroy would 
commit him to prifon. But he pledged his 
word to them for his ^pearance, and 
immediately appointed the day of triah 
On the eve of that fatal day which held . 
the whole city of Valencia in fufpence^ , 
Don Carlos requefted a private audienco 
with the Viceroy, which; was granted 
him. He threw himfelf at' his feet and 
fpoke to him 'in the* following: mannerr 
It is to-morrowi.Sir,tbat you are to mani*» 
feft my innocence to the world. Although 
the witnefies I have brought clear m& oS 

what 
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what I am accufcd, yet I come once more 
to fwear before your highnefs^ as truly-a* 
if in theprefencc of God, that I am aoton^ 
ly free from the charge of taking ofFSophia^ 
but that 1 had not even fecn* her the day 
before fhe eloped, nor heard anything ol^ 
Ber fmce, I acknowledge I. intended to 
take her oflF, but fonoe. evil fate, .wliich to 
this hour I cannot'aecoont for, difappoin«' 
ted me, either for her or my ruin. Enough^ 
Don Carlos j. replied the Viceroy^ go 
peaceably- to- refti I am your mafter and 
your friend, and better acquainccA with' 
your innocence thai> you imagine ; and 
bad I even> caufe to doubt it, I fhould 
thiDk myfclf bound to (hew you lenity^ as' 
it was upon the promile of my prote^ioa ^ 
that you ventured here, Don Carlos • 
poured out his heart inthtnks before hint 
and retired immediately to bed» But lb 
great was his impatience to fee htmfelf 
cleared, that fleep for that night was a 
fl/angcr to his eyes« He got up at day 
break, and having drefied himfelf more 
neat than ufual he repaired to his mafter*s 
levee. 9ut Ihad like to have forgot, he 
did not enter the chamber 'till he was dref- 
ied,' for. fioce Sophia had difguifed her 
fex, her woman Dorothea akxne lay in her 
room, and did her^ tbofc little officp^ 

which 
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whkrh if done by another, would certtin% 
havccxpofcdhertoadifcovcry. Don Carlos 
then entered the Viceroy's chamber as foon 
as Dorothea had fet it open. for the whole 
world. When the Viceroy faw him, 
he obferved that he was up early for a mta 
who wanted to prove his innocence, and 
moreover added, that his not being able 
to fleep was a ftrong fign of an une^y 
confcience. Don Carlos, a little difcon- 
certed, replied that it was not fo much 
an apprehenfion of being found guilty 
which prevented his fleeping, as the 
Jiopes he had of efcaping the perfecution 
of his enemies from the interpofidon and 
juftice of his Highnefs. But methinks 
you are rather fpruce and compofed fays 
the Viceroy, on the day you are to be tried 
for your life. I dont know what to think 
of the crime they lay to your charge* 
Whenever Sophia was the fubjeft of our 
converfation, you fpoke of her with lefs 
warmth and more indifference than I dul, 
and yet I am jiot accufed as you are of 
having Ixen beloved by her, and of being 
her murderer afid probably young Chiu* 
dio's too, on whoni you want to lay the 
charge of her elopement. You tell me 
continued the Viceroy, that you loved 
her, and yet I find your are able ta for- 

vive 
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-▼Iv^iier Idfei myiaie^tmthlng which can ^ 
-ttndtocrfsfaiiiYdur pardwi; youi^;\^dught 
to dtttft \\ik and every thiitg trhich csm 
>.Wiid youto it. Ah! faichlefelSm-CViosvk 
isevidfentfomcothetJpaflion haslbppknted 
that yoQibould have jM-eferved iiitdiiniiri-^ 
filed tor yoidr'loft Sophia, flie» ^w^tke i^hole 
ToqI you pofieflfed, and^ho would have m^- 
countered every danger fbryoutfi^e. Don ' 
'Carlos, wouiided to the quick, with thefe 
words of the Viceroy, ^was^ going to^reply, 
but he would not fu fFer him. H6W, Sir, laid ^ 
he, with an aufterity of countenance he 
never before faw Wni^affume, . refer ve^ 
your eloquence for your judgc:s, for my 
.part I will not be impofSd on by it, nor 
will I for any of my fervants give the 
'Emperora bad imprcfiion of my juftice ; 
and in the mean time added the Viceroy, 
turning to the Captain of the Guards, take 
him into cuftody, he who before broke 
from prifon to fave himfelf, wifl not now 
hefitate to break his word. Here his 
fword was taken from him, and every bo- 
dy was moved with compaflhm fcein^him 
cncompaiTed by Guai^s, pale and Taint, 
and with difiiculty wkholding his tears. 
In the mean time^ while poor Don Cartos 
is reproaching hiwiftlf for having had too 
much dependance upon the promifes df 

. great 
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great men, his judges, appeared, and af* 
ter the Viceroy wasTeated» took their pla- 
ces. The Italian Count who was ftill at 
Valencia and Sophia!s father and mother 
were jprefent with their witnefles. As 
for the criminal, he was plunged in fuch 
defpair that he had not Ipirits to reply. 
They reminded him of the letters he had 
: fom)erly> written, to Sophia. They like- 
wife brought the neighbours and ferrants 
of the family as evidences againft him, and 
finally produced the letter w h ich Sophia had 
left in her chamber the day before (he efca- 
ped with h'mi. Don Carlos brought his &r- 
vrnts to prove that they had feen him go to 
bed ; but this might have been in order 
to conceal his defign, and he might have 
got up afterwards. He^ill declared that 
he did not take her off ; and repreiented 
to the judges tht improbability of his ta- 
king her away in-order to feparate himfelf 
from her. But they went io far as to ac* 
cufe4iim of having killed both her and : 
the page who was privy to their amour. . 
Nothing remained now but to pafs fen- - 
tence, and he was juft going to be con- 
demned, when the Viceroy ordered him-* 
to approach, and fpoke to him as foU 
lows. Unfortunate Don Cark)s, you may 
readily fuppofe, after all the marlcs of af- 

feftion 
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fcdion i have (hewn ybuVthsct if I thought 
you guilty of the crime of whidh you aft 
accufed, I never would have brought yod 
to Valencia. However I muft paft fentencc 
on youy or begin the exercifc of my ofBcfe 
by aft a6l of injuftice, and you may }udgc 
of the pain it gives me, by the tcafs I 
fhed on the occafion. Matters could be 
eafily adjufted with your profecutors if 
they were pcrfons of lefs quality or not fo 
determined on your deftruftion. In fine 
unlcfs Sophia herfelf appears as an cvi* 
dence in your favour, you have nothing 
left but to prepare for death; Carlos 
now defpairing of life, threw himfclf at 
the Viceroy's feet and cried, you, 
remember Sir, that in Africa, and fincc 
•fir ft I had the honour to ciucr into 
your fervice, that often as I was moved 
to the diftrefling recital of my misfor- 
tunesv I always related them without vi^ 
nation, and furely I could have no mo^ 
ttve for difguifing my heart in that coun- 
try from a matter who behaved to mc 
with fuch tendernefs and afib&ion. I aK 
ways fpoke as fincerc to your High> 
nefs, as to the Almighty. And I once* 
more declare, that I love, that I adore 
Sophia. Say rather that you abhor heis 
thou ingratc, anfwered the- Viceroy, to 

the. 
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ihe furp rife of every body. I adbfc Kcrj 
replied Don Carlos, aftoniljicd at what 
the Viceroy had juft fpoken. I promifed- 
to marry her, continued he, and we a- 
greed to go to Barcelona together. But 
if I took her off, or know where (he is- 
concealed, kt the moft cruel death be the 
reward of my perjury, I know I cannot^ 
efcapc it, but 1 (hall die guiltlefs, unlefs- 
it be a crime to have loved toowcU an in- 
conftant faithlefs Woman. But exclaimed • 
the Viceroy, what is become of this lady 
and her page ? hive they aff ended into 
heaven^ oi* are they hid under ground ?^ 
The page was amorous, replied "Don Car- 
los, and (bf was handfome, he was but 
man and (he but woman. Villain, fays ^ 
ihe V4cer^y, now you difcover^voiir bafi>« 
jfofpicioo^, and prove how little regard 
.you bad for the unhappy Sophkf CuriS: be 
ihe woman wboliftens to the promifcs of*^ 
jnan, and fiibjeds herfelf to contempt by. 
lier credulity. But know. Sir, that Sor 
j>hia was virtuous, and the page Claudio 
one of her own fcx. Sophia was ever 
true, amd the (page an unhappy woman» 
who had a paffion for you, and therefore 
took Sophia off, for being her rival. T 
am Sophia, unjuil« ungrateful Carlos, (he 
who lias eocountered incredible difficul- 
ties 
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tJcsfbramanwho docsnotcteferve fuch af» 
. fediott when he could fuppafc her capa- 
ble of the grcateft infamy. Sophia could 
not proceed farther, when her father who 
recolleAed her, caught her ^ in his arm$y 
whilft, her mother fwooned upon one fide 
and Don Carlos uporl the other, Sophift 
immediately difengaged herfelf from her 
father's embrace, and flew to the aflift- 
ance of two pcrfons who were equally dear 
to her. Her mother wept in tranfpprt 
^overher and both mingle^ their tears upoa 
this joyful meeting. She embraced her 
dear Don Carlos with inexprefli.blc ten^ 
dernefs,- who wasftill ready to drop fronv 
her arms. However he foon recovered, 
and as he dared not yet give a lofe to h» 
tranfports, he imprefled a thoufand glow^ 
ing kifles upon her badd. Sc^hiawas^ 
perfeftly overwh^lmned with compUr 
me^ts and carefles Atnongft the «ft 
the Italian Count came to pay her his re- 
fpeds, and took occafion at the fame 
time to mention his forn^er pretenfionst^ 
urging her fatter and mother's promil^ 
which he had obtained in f^portof.his 
fuit. Don Carlos, who overheard hinri, 
inftantly clapped his hand to his fword, 
which had been juft reftorcd him,, and 
with a look that ftruck every body with 



terror^ 
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terror^ fwore that all the powers upon eartftr* 
fhould not tear his Sophfa from him, urt- 
lefs (he hcrfclf forbad him to think mcfft^ 
of her. But (he declared that (he nevtfr 
^ould marry any body but her dear Do^fi* 
Carlbsj andconjared her father and mo- 
ther to con(ent to if, or refolve to fee her 
(hut up for life in a convenr. Her pa'* 
rents left her choice in her own' power; 
and the Italian Count fetout poft the (ante 
day for Italy, or for any other country He 
liked better. In the mean time the Em- 
peror was made acquainted with thefe won- 
derful adventures, who immediately be- 
dewed on Don Carlos the Viceroyalty of 
.Valencia, and likewife aM the pofts the 
htrofck Sophia had obtained under the 
Txzms of Don P>rdinand. He gave him be- 
(ides a principality, of which his defcend- 
-ants arc to this day in pofiHTion. The 
city of Valencia defrayed the expence ofv 
their wedding, which was fumptuous and> 
magnificient to the laft degree ; and Do- 
rothea who refumed her fex^ with hermif- 
trefs, was married at the fame time to a^ 
gentleman nearly allied to Don.Carlos#< 



CHAPTER. 
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CHAP. XV. 

^e Effrontery of Rappinitre. 

THE Counfcllor of Rcnncs had juft- 
dane reading his novel, when RappU 1 
mere arrived at the inn. He entered the ^ 
FQom without fufpicion, where he was tdd 
Mr. Garrouffiere was; but immediately 
changed countenance when he £iw Defti-> 
ny there, and his valet» as pale and as [ 
frighted as a criminal in a court of juf- 1 
tice. Garrouffiere faftencd the door upoa . 
the inlide, and then afked the intrepid 
Rappiniere if he had not guefled the rea- 
fon of his fending for him. Was it not 
about an aftrefs ? replied the villain fneer- 
ing, of whom I wanted to have my, part. 
What do you mean by your part,. anCwer- 
cd Garoufiiere, a0umtiig a ferious afpe£ti 
have you licvcr fentenced a cr'mainal to the 
gallows for being as vicious as yourfelf ? 
Rappiniere ftill continued, to turn every 
thing to jeft, and to treat the aefair as a piece 
of raillery. But the counfellor fpoke to 
Jiim info determined a manner, and with a 
toiK fo auftere^ chat a£ length he o/ned 
his wicked inlentions, and made fome 
flimfy apoligiesloPeftiny^ who had need 

of 
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of all hisgoodifcnfe to prevent himfromtt^ 
king immedifttejuflice ona man, wh ofoughc 
to injure himfo capitally, aft^r having been 
indebted to him for his life, as may be 
found in the beginning of this hiftory. 
&it he h^ another matter to adguft with 
this tniauttous ms^jiftralje which ncai^ycoib- 
cernedhioi, anil vrhich be liad commoni- 
caiied to Mn GarroufTiere^ who protntfdl 
to obtain him juftice from this bad man. 
Notwithftanding the attention with wbick 
I have ftudied RappiaiePs charaAer, I 
could never determine wbcther he was 
leis wicked towards God, than towards 
man, orleftunjuft towards his neighbour 
than vicious and malignant in hisdifpofi* 
tion. I only know £or certain, that no 
man ever pofSt&d move vices, or in a 
more emiaejfit degree. He confefled his 
deJSgn t9 takeoff Mrs« Star as boldly as if 
he was boafting of fome good aftion. He 
had.<even the impudence to teU the coun- 
felbr and Deftiny that he had not the leaft ' 
doubt of fuccefs, for continued he, turn- 
ing to the latter, I had gained your valet, 
your fifter had taken the bait, (he ex- 
pefted to find you ivbundcd, and was not 
two leagues from the houfe,. where I was 
waiting for her, when fome devil or other 
took her from the blockhead who was 

conducting 



d by Google 



H O U A N C !;• ny 

^ondufting hc»r to me. As for his part he 
loft me an excellent horfe, and got him- 
self drubbed heartily into the bargain. 
Dcftmy frequently turned pale with rag^^ 
4md fometimcs blufhed at the villain's ef- 
ifrontery, for be fpofcc to himfelf of the 
iinjuty he intended him with as tittle c^A* 
cern, as if it had been the meereft triS^, 
Garroufiiere was equally incenfed, and did' 
not feel lefs indignation againft fo dan*^ 
gerous a perfon, I don't know, fays he, 
how you can dare to dwell on the circum^ 
ftances of an adion, for which Mr. Defti- 
ny would have given y6u' a good beating, 
ir I had not prevented him ; but however 
give me leave to tell you, that he has not 
done with you yet, unlefs you reftore him 
the caflcet of jewels which you ftofe from 
him once at Paris when you were a 
iharper there. Doguin who was at that 
thnc your accomplice and afterwards your 
vakt, confefled the whole upon his death 
bed, and moreover faid that you ftill had 
I it in jrour pofic(Iion« For my part, I de* 
\ clare if you make the lead difficulty of re- 
I turning it, you Ihall find me as much 
I your enemy ^ ever I have been your 
I friend. Rappinkre was thunderftruck at 

Ithde words, his matchlefs talents fbr eva- 
iion entirely ibribok him % and after much 
I ftammering 
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ftammering and confafion, he acknow- 
ledged thac he had this cafk^t ift Mants^ 
and promifed with moft horrid imprccaat- 
x^ to reftore it. Thiis was perhaps one of 
the moft ingenuous adions of his life^^d 
yc€ not ftn&ly honed j tis true indeed, he 
returned the caflset as he had promifol^ 
Uut he advanced a falfehood, ^vhen he de- 
dafcd it was at Mans, as he had it at that 
v^ry time about him, in order to make a 
prefent of it to.Mrs. Star, to foften her in« 
to compliance. This he owned in private 
to Mr.' Garr^ufHere, into whofe hands he 
put it, requefting he ivould difpofe of it 
as he thought. proper. It was compofed 
oi five (loiies of .confiderable value, with 
^ pi£tur€ of Mrs. Star's father in enamel, 
^hich that lovely woman fo ftrorigly rc- 
fembled, that, this alone would be iuffi- 
cient to difcover her to her father. Def- 
tiny wanted words to exprefs his gratitude 
when Mr. Garrouffiere gave him the cat 
ket of jewels. It exempted him from the 
neccfFity of ufing violence with Rappi- 
nier, who thought of nothing lefs than 
Teftoring it, and who might have taken 
advantage of his proyoftfliip, which is a 
very dangerous weapon in the hands of a 
bad man. The lofs of this cafket co(t 
Deftiny agreat deal of anxiety, which was 

cohUderably 
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confidcrably augmented by the concern it 
gave Star's mother, who treafurcd up this 
trinket as a pledge of afFcftion from her 
huA)and. It is natural therefore to fup* 
pofe, that he was exceedingly rejoiced up- 
on receiving it. He went immediately 
to give it to Scar, whom he found at the 
Curate's fifter's, in company with Ange- 
lica and Leander. They confulted toge- 
ther about their return to Mans, which 
was fixed for the next day. Mr. Garrouf- 
fiere made them an offer of his carriage^ 
which, they thought proper to decline, 
however he kept both aftors and adlreflres 
to fup with him. That night they rcfti- 
red early to reft, and at day break Defti- 
ny and Leander, each with his miftrcfs 
behind him, iet out for Mans, were Ra> 
gotin. Rancour and Olive, where already 
returned. Mr. Garrouffiere mide Deftiny 
a thoufand proffers of his fervice, as for 
Bouvillion, Ihe feigned illnefs, in order to 
avoid receiving tlie formal adieu of an 
ador, with whom (he was not altogether 
fb well fatisfied. 
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3'^HE two con^^dians -^ho wcrc'i«» 
turnuig witb Jlagotin to Mans were 
en out of the high road by the litde 
gentleman, who wanted to entertain them 
at a little farm houfe, in exaft proportioii 
: to his^ftaturc. Though a faithruland mi* 
tAUtCihiftoriaq &ould be particular not on- 
4y in recording each important event, but 
idic place \y4iere it happened,/^ ihall».nQt 
tell you for certain, in .whAt(4>art^f our 
hemifphere, this jitde iinanfion rAooi^^ 
•where Ragotin was. conducing his future 
.afibciates* I term them future as he was 
• not yet enrolled .in the vagrant order A^f 
: ftrollers. I ftiallx>nly obiervcthat^itwas qa 
.this fide Ganges ^nd not far from Sillc-le 
Guilluame. .When lie .arrived there, he 
tfotind it occupied by a troop of Cipfie^y 
iwho greatly againft. the farmer's inclina- 
ition, had taken up their quarters therc9 
iUnder pretence of their Captain's wife be* 
ting fucldenly uken in labour. The truth 
was, they expected to make great havock^ 
junong the poultry as this was a by place. 

ilagotia 



d by Google 



1 



ROMANCE. U3 

Ragottn at lirft flew in a paflion, threaten- 
ed the Gypfies with thfe Proyoft of Mans# 
to whom he faid he was related, becaufe 
be was a Portail. tie then made a 
long harrangue in order to acquaint hi$ 
auditors with the nature of the alliance, 
l;>ut his eloquence did not in the lead di* 
minilh his fury, or prevent his fwearing 
horridly. He likewife threatened them 
with the Lieutenant Provpft Rappiniere^. 
at the found of whofe name every K^ee 
bent. But the Captain of the Gypfies (ct 
him iilmoft frantic with his politenefs, he 
had the impudence to compliment hinx pa 
his noble prefence, which he feid proved 
him a man of quality, and; that tor hh 
part he was fincerely concerned for having 
unluckily intruded at his villa, he mprew 
over added that as foon as the lady in^the ftraw 
was delivered, he and his little ponipany 
would decamp. R^gotin w^ mad to pick 
a quarrel with a man, who, he clearly 
faw was bantering him, and was upon the 
point of giving vent to his ^efentn^ent^ 
when Rancour and the Captain's brother 
recoUefted they were old acquaintance. 
This was a fortunate circumftance for Ra- 
£otin, who had like to have got himfelf' 
into an ugly fcrape by beginning at firit 
upon too high a key. -Rancour |-c!qwcftfl4 
G 2 he 
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he would be pacified, which by the ^, 

he had a ftrong inclination to, and wouki 

foon be of himieif, if bis natural pride 

would permit him. In the jnean time, 

her tawny ladylhip was brought to bc^ 

of a fon. Great were tbe r cjoicifigs of the 

troop upon the oecafion. The Captam 

Jnvited the comedians to fuppcr, anda- 

; meng the reft Ragotin, who had already 

ofder<fd >,fome chickens to be killed for a 

fricalee. T4icy fat down to table. The 

Gipfiesl4Mid«^iome patridgcs and hares 

which theythadt taken, and two turkies, 

they had like wife as many roafting pigs 

which they had ftolen,*bdides.a 4um, 

rfome neats tongues, and a <ha*etpye, 

which they began with. Add J[^gotin*s 

fix chickens to this, and you fnuft ad* 

low, that they had not badccheer. The 

(^company, not iockidifis ^the comedians^ 

. confided of nine ^perfens, all excellent 

dancers, but ftfll ibctter pack-pockets. 

The firft'toaft was the King and royal fa- 

(inily, and ^en a general health to all the 

^hutnane gentry about the country, whe 

•permitted their little troops to fhelter in 

•the villages. The Captain requefted the 

.co^lt^dians to drink to the memory of the 

<4ecealed Charles Dodo, uncle to the lady 

vWhQ had jtift ikio in> and who was hanged 

.during 
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cfaring the (icge of Rochelle, through 
the treachery of Captain Graves. They 
vented bitter imprecations againft this a- 
poftate brother, and againft provofts in 
general Ragotin'& wine went round briflc- 
ly, but the debauch was made without 
the leaft confufion or awmofity. Every 
man, not to except the milianthrope Ran- 
cour, made vows of the . moft invio- 
lable attachment to the one who fat next 
him, kiffcd him with affcftion^ and even 
filed tears over him. Ragotin did th« 
honours of the tableytaa miracle-, and 
drank like a fponge. After being foak- 
ing all night, it is natural to fuppofe they 
would have retired to bed, when the fun 
rofei Bik the ftme wine which had ren- 
dered them fuch peaceable topers, infpired 
them all at once with a general fpirit of 
parting, if I may fo exprefs myfclf. The 
Caravan packed up their bundles, not 
forgetting to include fome rags belonging 
to the Farmer and Ragotin, whilft the 
latter feated on his mule, and as comfK)- 
(ed as he was warm during the entertain- 
ment, fet out for Mans, without ever 
troubling his head whether Rancour and 
Olive were following him, or indeed pay- 
ing attention to any thing except an emp- 
cy tobacco pipe which he 1^ better than 
G 3 an 
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an hour id his Jmouth. He had iiot pro* 
ceeded half a league, ftill drawing his 
empty pipe, when the fumes of the wine 
mounted all at omce into his head. He 
fell gAF his tnule, which very prudent- 
ly turned back to the farm houle, whilft 
he himielf, aft'er he had difcharged his 
ftomach, fell fad afleep in the middle of 
the road. He had not lain there long^ 
frioaring as loud as an organ-pipe, when 
a nfian as naked as our great anccftor A- 
dam^ but with a frightful beard, and all 
over covered with filth, approached himt 
ffftd immediately began to ftrip him. He 
flruggled violently to get a new pair of 
boots off, which at an inn Rancour would 
have feized as if by nvflake for his own, 
as I have already related in fome part of 
this authentic hillorv. He certainly muft 
have awoke him, it he had not been dead 
drunk (as the phrafe is) and made bim 
bellow like one drawn between four 
horfes. But all the effeft it had on him 
was to move bim on his breech for about 
half a dozen paces. A knifefell from, the 
pocket of this found deeper,' which the 
wild man feized, and as if he was going 
to ftea Ragotin, he cut away.his f^irr, his 
boots, and every thing he found any dif- 
ficulty in {tripping him of. He then 

made 
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like a, wolf with his pfcy. - We (hall leave 
tftc favagc to fly pfF with his booty, whg 
wis the idefntical iifnatic thtfc terrified De(^ 
thiy (o irmch when he was firft in queft ot 
Angelic^' and continue with Ra^tin, 
who ftHlTetnained fouodafleep. • His Mp 
ked body^expofed to the iun^ was fbon co^^ 
veredand bit wkh flies and fwarms of 
gnats, which however gaveiiim no diftur- 
ranee ; but he was foonr after royfed by 
ibme ptafaots who weredriving a cart that 
way, • When they diicovered the takti 
b6dy of Ragotin^ they all exdaimedf 
there he is, then approaching him with at 
little noife as podlble, as if they were ap- 
prehenfive of difturbing him, |hey boun J 
mm hand and foot with ftrong cords ; 
then placed him in their cart and drove 
oflF with him as violently as if they were 
running 'away with an heireis againft her 
own and her friends confent. So drunk 
watf Ragotin that all the fhocks he had re« 
ceived could not wake hjm ; nor jeven the 
rude jolting of the cart, which the pea- 
fant drove fo furiouflv that it overturned 
in a flough, andtofled nim into the middle 
of It. The coolnefs of the place he had 
* fallen into, which had got either ftonos, 
or fomc other hard fubftance«at the bot- 
G 4 tom 
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torn, joined to the fhock of his fall brought 
him to himfelf : but the place and condi* 
tion he found himfelf in aftonilbed hitn 
beyond meafurc. He faw himfelf tied 
hand and foot, and tumbled into a flough* 
He found his head reeling and difordered, 
with his debauch and his fall, and did not 
know what to attribute it ell to, except 
three or four Peafants who were helping 
him out of the mire, and as many more 
who were lifting a cart up. He was fo 
terrified at his adventure, that fond as he 
was of hearing himfelf talk, and excellent 
as the fubjeft was he had 'to debate on, he 
could not open his lips. But what was 
worfe, when he recovered the ufe of his 
tongue, he had nobody left to fpeak to. 
For the peafants having held a council 
together, juft fet his feet at liberty, and 
then without giving him any reafon for 
this treatment, or making the leaft apolo- 
gy for it, they drove their cart off with as 
much expedition as it came. The 
reader is no doubt anxious to know, what 
thefe fellows wanted with Ragotin, and 
why after all they did nothing to. him. 
The matter is certainly difiicult to divine, 
and I defy the reader tt) do it of himfelf, 
without the afBrtancc of revelation. For 
my part, notwithftanding all the pains I 

have 
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have taken for that purpofc, iC was but 
very lately I difcovcrcd it, and that too 
vrhcn 1 lead cxpefted it> in the manner 
I am juft going to relate. A certain prieft 
belonging to lower Maine, a little wild 
and flighty in his notions, came to Pari» 
about lomc law bufincfs^ and while he 
was waiting the iflue of his fuit, wanted 
to print fome chimerical thoughts he had 
conceived concerning the apocalypfe. So 
fruitfuU was he in fancies, and fo fond w^ 
he of his extravagances that he fet the 
printer almoft mad ^ith the variety of his 
amendments and additions. This obliged 
him very often to change, till in fine he 
engaged with the publiiher 6f this book^ 
at whofe houfe he accidentl]^ (read the ve- 
ry page which treats of the adventure I 
have been relating* He fecoUefted im- 
mediately that he was intimately acquain- 
cd with the peafants who took off Rago- 
tin, and their motives for this adion. He 
perceived therefore where the hiftory was 
defedive, and having communicated his 
obfervations to the printer, who, by the 
by, was greatly furprized at it (for he as 
well as many others &ppp&d this book 
to be merely the child ol^ imagination.) A 
meflTcnger was difpatched to fetch me to 
him. I there learned for certain, tha( 
G5 the 
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the peafants .who found Ragotin whilft 
aOecp, were near, refations t6 the poor lu- 
natic who ran wild about the country. 
They had attempted feveral times to take 
bim but in vain, for he was exceedingly 
-ftrong and powerful and had often beaten 
them foundly. * Some ruftics, who faw 
Ragotin's naked body balking in thefun, 
took hkn for the madnran. fut as they 
dare not approach. him for fear ot a drub- 
bing, they went and told thefe peafants of 
it, whq came and feized .little Ragotin 
by furpriac/ But difcovering their mif- 
take, they untied his. feet, and ]dk his 
hands ftill . coilfined in order to preA^ent . 
any return of hoftilities. Thefe particu- 
lars which I obtained from the clergyman 
gave me a great deal of pleafure, and I 
acknowledged myfeUT confidcrable hi^ 
debtor; however J flatter nriyfelf that! 
have done him afmall fervice in prevailing 
en him to jupprefs the publicatioivof iik 
ridicfulous whims« Some ^ill a^cufe me 
perhaps of being too minute, whilft ci- 
thers wiir applaud my veracity. Let us 
BOW return to Ragotin, With his body to^ 
vercd with mud, and all over bruifcd; 
his mouth parched, his head dizzy* and 
kis hands fattened behind his back. . He 
faifed himfelf as well as he could^ and ha- 

'• viiig 
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ving looked all round without being able 
to difcovcr a houfe or a human' creature 
ht took the fifft beaten road he met with ; 
racking his brain as he went, to account 
for this extraordinary adventure^ As he 
had loft the ufe of his hands^ he was ter- 
ribjy perplexed with fome obftinate flics, 
who were fo perveife as to fatten upon the 
very parts of hisbody whicK were moft 
cot of his reach, and often obliged him 
to roll upon the ground in-order to ddiver 
himfelf from their perfccution^ At length 
he canfie to a deep road, incloJed with a 
hedgt, leading down to a little ford. 
The fight of the water tranfpoftcd him, 
as he now thought. he could clean -himfelf. 
But as he came nearer the ftream, he per*- 
ceiyed a carriage overturned in" it, from 
whence the coachmaa aflifted by a pea^ 
iant, was puUikijffOut five or fix nuns drip- 
ping wet, at the exhortation of fome ve* 
nerablecburchntan. It feems it was the 
old Abbe& of Eftival, who was returnmg 
from Mans, where flie had been about 
feme bufinefs'of confequence, and was 
juft caft away in the brook through the 
lanikilfulneid of her coachman.^ As foon. 
as the Abbefs and the Nuns defcricd the 
naked figure of Ragocin coming diredly 
towards thcrt, they were nrady to die with • 
G 6 Ihame- 
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Ihamc J but thit modeft father Giffot, was 
more confufed if poffible than the ladies. 
He turned his back immediately to them, 
• for fear of an accident, and hollowed out 
to R ago tin, not to come nearer at his 

Eeril. Ragotin took no notice of him, 
ut flill continued to advance, till he came 
to a long plank, which was laid acrofs the 
llream for the convenience of foot paf- 
fengers. .Father Gifiotcame up to hino, 
followed by the coachman and the pea* 
fant, and was Ibme time in doubt if he 
Ihould not exorcife him fuch an infernal 
figure did he cut. In.fine, he afked him 
who he was, from whence he came, why 
he was naked, and for what his hands 
were tied. All thefe queftions were en- 
forced with every energy of gefture, and 
harmony of cadence and tone. Rag6tin 
who was not then much difpdfed to relUh 
his eloquence, replied with the laccmic 
interrogation of, what's that to you ? and 
as he attempted to pafs him on the plank, 
gave him fo violent a joftle, that the 
reverend father Giik)t tumbled into the 
ford. The honeft divine drew the coach^ 
man after Mm, the coachman the peafant ; 
and fuch entertainment did their fall af- 
ford Ragotin, that he was ready to crack 
his fkks with laughing. He ftill proceed- 
ed 
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cd- towards the ladies, who had let dowii 
their veils, and turned their faces towards 
the hedge in order to avoid him. Rago* 
ttn never troubled his head about their 
iaces^ but paQed by, thinking he had 
done with them; however father Gifk)t 
was of another mind ; he purfucd Ra- 
gotin, followed by the peafant and the 
coachman who was the moft enraged of 
the three. For the Lady Abbefs had al- 
ready put him in an ill humour by the 
fcold (he gave him for overturning hen 
He overtook Ragotin in a twinkling, and 
lending him a violent lafh with his whip, 
took ample vengeance upon his (kin for 
the water with which his own had been 
juft drenched. Ragotin did not wait for 
a fecond, but fled like a dog with a whip 
at his tail. The coachman far from being 
appeafi^d with one ilroke, (till purfued 
hiai and at every blow brought the blood, 
FatherGiflot who was out of breath with run- 
ning, never ceafed crying whip him, whip 
him, the dog, which the coachman did 
with all his heart, and was beginning to 
take a pleafure in it, when a mill, like 
an afylum prefented itfelf to poor Rago- 
tin. He ran towards it «with his exccu- 
-^»-*4k>ner dill at his back, and finding a door 
kico a back yard open^ be ruihed into it, 

and 



dbyGoogk 



134 THE COMIC 

and was inftapcly f:eceived by a maftif)^, 
who feized him by the buttocks. He fet 
up the moft hideous cries with agony, and 
made towards an adjoining garden with fo 
much precipitation, that he overfet fix 
bee-hives which were placed at the en- 
trance of it 5 and • this ftroke of ill-for- 
tune compleated his lufFerin^s* Thefe 
little winged furies fattened in myriad$ 
upon his naked body, and as he could 
not fave himfelf with hands, Ktung hkn in 
a terrible manner. He terrified the vcnr 
dog that had feized him fo much witk 
his cries, that the aninoal dropped his grip 
and ran off feared and frighted from him. 
The mereil^fs coachman follovredthedog'^ 
exanrple, while father Gifiot, wh6fe paf- 
Ron for fomcj time had got the better of 
his charity, began to think he had carried 
his refentment too far, and thereforie went 
himfelf in order to haflen the miller ancf 
and his people to the poor wretch's aflit 
tance.- The miller immedFately delivered 
Ragotin from the fangs and lances of hii 
enraged afiailants,. and tJiough he was ve- 
ry much vexed, to fee his bee-hivcs over- 
fet, yet this did not check his compaflloli. 
He ^ed him what the devil brought him 
tTierc, why he was naked and his hands 
tied bdimd his back! • But he was in fuci^ 

agony 
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' agony that be could not rmkfi him an an- 
fwcn A young Bear, before it has been 
licked into forip by its .dam was not mone 
ibapelefs, than Ragotin, fwelled as he was 
from head to foot with the , ftlngs of the 
bees. The miller*S wife, like a good na- 
tured woman> got a bed ready fQr him 
and made him lie down* Father Giflot, 
the coachman and peafant, went back to 
the Abbefs of Eftivafand her Nuns, who 
.rcimbarked in their carriage, and efcorted 

• by the Reverend Father GiBot, proc^ded » 
on their journey. It luckily happened 
that tKe mill was the property of. one 
Rignon, or his ibn-in-law Bogoliere. 
Now this Rignon was a relation of Rago- 
tin's, of which, wjien the miller and his 
^ife were made acquainted, they treated 
him w^tl^ the greateft refpaft, and even 
fcht for a fui^eon for him from a neigh- 
bouring village, by whofe affiftance he 
was foon recovered. When he was able 
10 travel he returned to Mans, where his 
joy upon meeting Rancour, Olive and his 
fnule, entirely baniihed the recolleflion (^ 
Us fM ' from the cart, the blows of the 
coachman, the bite i^- the fnaftifif, and 
the ftin^ <^ the bees. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

JVhat faffed between link Ragotin and thr 
. , Gigantic Baguenodiere. 

DESTINY and Star, Lcandcr and 
Angelica, thcfc two pair of fincere 
lovers, arrived at the capital of Maine 
v^ithout meeting with any accident. . Def- , 
tiny .reconciled Angelica and her mother, 
and pleaded at the fame time fo powerful- 
ly the caufe of Leander, that the good- 
natured Cave, began to approve of the 
paffion which this young fellow and her 
daughter had conceived for each other. 
This poor little troop did not immediately 
meet with aU the fuccefs they could have 
wilhed in the town of Mans % but a perfon 
^of quality, who was paffionately fond of 
the Theatre, by his liberality, made up 
in a great meafqrc their defkiences.^ Asa 
confiderable part of his eftatc lay in 
Mayne, he had taken a houfe at Mans, 
and had frequently acquaintances of rank, 
to vifit him there, both from the ' Court 
and the Provinces. He had even the Wits 
from Paris, among whom were founji 
poets of the firft orders in fhorthcwas 

the 
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the Mccoert« of the Moderns. He was 
exceedingly fond of the (lage, and of all 
thofe who belonged to it ; a circumftance 
which drew every year fomc of the bed 
travelling companies in the kingdom to 
to Mans. The nobleman I am (peaking 
of, arrived tber^ at the very time our 
poor players were quitting it for want of 
encouragement. He requefted they would 
oblige him by flaying fifteen days longer, 
and in order to iniure their compliance 
made them a prefent of 100 piftoles, with 
^ promife of as much more at their depar« 
tare. He was very proud he had it in 
his power to amufe with a play,' feveral 
perfons of rank, of both fexes, who had 
come to Mans upon his invitation. This 
nobleman whom I fhall call the Marquis 
D'orfe, .was a great fportfman, and bad 
brought, all his huntmg equipage with 
him, which was deemed the finell in^ 
France. As Maine was the beft fporting 
country in the kingdom, the town of 
Mans was at this, time full of hunters^ 
Vfiiom the report of this gr4:at entertain* 
rtvent bought there in crowds The great* 
eft part were aocpmpanied by their wives, 
who were traniported at the .fight of wo* 
men of quality, as ^now they had a pri- 
vilege of boafting of that honour ever 

after. 
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after; Your couotry^n try pique thcm» 
ftlvcs highly^ oh ao intimacy vikh the- 
great, andwhen ever they happen to fpeak - 
of thpro always treats them with the ut*-- 
moft familiarity. For inftance^ one ob^ 
ferves that he loft k much^a Roquehwire* . 
another that Crequin wondbi mueh/. Cd« 
tquin' is hunting the flag in^ iTorainc* « 
And if once they get upon a political < 
fobjeft nothing camftpp them^ But to 
proceed. The towft^of Mans waip-crowded^* 
with company great and fmalK- AH the^^ 
inns ^irere full, luid as for the^citizens^^ 
where moft of ^die nobility lodged, they- 
had fcarce a dean* napkin or tablecloth- 
bftw The players opened their theatre ia < 
high Ipirits, tor they .were paid before^ 
hand. Thfc people of Mans biE^i>. ta** 
have a frefti rclifti for plays. While both - 
town and country ladies, flocked in abUft- 
dance there, to view perfons: of quality^ . 
from whom they learned to'drefsi at leaft r 
better than they did before, to the great' 
emolument of mtUeners and numtuama- 
heni toii^om they 'fent abundance of old : 
drefles to be altered; Thfere wasa* ball 
given every evening, wtere the moft mi- 
fcrablc dancers, danced the moft wretch- 
ed /reels m coarfe linen ftockings, and 
(hining well polUhcd {hoes. Our comci. 

dians 
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dians were often invited to perform in 
private families. St;ar and Angelica in« 
ipired all the men with love and the wo« 
ipen with envy. Incxilla who danced a 
faraband at the requeft ot the players wat 
greatly Admired. I^tibrune as he be«> 
held herwith rapture^ took freflb draughts 
of lof c; Ragorin declared to Rancour^ 
that if he delayed much longer obtaining 
him the heart of Star, that France would 
be (hortly without* a Ragocin. Rancour 
|$ave him every aHurance of fuccels^ but 
m order to furni(h him with a more parti* 
cular mark of his efteem, he aflced him 
for 25 or 30 livres for a few days. Little 
Ragotin turned pale at this abrupt re* 
qudt, repented bim of the declaration he 
had juft made, and was even on the point 
of renouncing his paflion, but at length, 
finding it kindling up a frefk, he drew 
out the money fron> a number of liule 
purfes, in every kind of coin, which bad 
the* king's ftamp upon it, and with a woe* 
ful countenance reckoned it out tp Raa* 
cour, who promifed next day to fpeak in 
Kis t)ehalf. That day Doq J^bet was' 
performed, a piece iiltogethen as.dicrnrf 
as the author has caufe to be faid. Tne 
audience was numerous, and the plaj( was 
well aded, in Aort everybody wa$pleafed 

except: 
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except the unfortunate Ragotin He came^ 
rather late to the theatre and for the pun- 
ilhment of his fins, placed htmfelf direft-- 
ly behind a country gentleman,- with a ^ 
huge pair of (houldcrs, covered > wtth'a ^ 
large great coat^, which fwclled his4igure > 
to a' prodigious bulk* Hcwas^^fo ex*- 
ceeding tall, that though he was fitting,- 
Ragotin thought.he was (landing up, and 
therefore inceflantly called out to him to ^ 
fit down like other people, not thinking 
k pofiible that a man who was ^tting' 
could be fo much taller than the reft of » 
ihc company. This gentleman whole 
name was Baguenodiere, was a long time 
before he heard Ragotin fpeak to him. 
At length Ragotin called out to him, Mr. 
with the fmart plume, and in truth a large 
tuft he had on his head, neither the fined 
nor the cleaned in the world. He turned 
about to the little choleric gentleman who 
bad him fo rudely to fit down. Bagueno* 
diere juft furveyed him, and turned round 
again without the lead emotion. Rago* 
tin dill cried out for him to fit down, 
Vfiiilt be turped his head merely to look 
at him, 9^d then turned immediately 
towards the dage again. Ragotin bawled 
out, Baguenodiere furveyed the little 
man a third time^ and thea turned to the 

adors 
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rjiftors as if nothing had happened, Ehi- 
^ing the whole performance, Ragotin nc- 
-ver ceafed calling out to him to fit down, 
^nd Baguenodiere continued to regard 
4iim with the fame indifference, that he 
abfolutely fet him mad. We may com* 
pare Baguenodiere to a huge maftiffi and 
Ragotin to a little cur that barks after 
Aim, whilft be takes no notice, but calm- 
iy pafles *on, and turns up his leg againfl: 
*thc firfl: wall he meets. At length Se at- 
tention of the whole audience was fixt 
upon this contention beti^een the biggeft, 
and the fmalleft man in the company : 
and at the very time when Ragotin began 
to grow moft impatient, <very body clfis 
-began to laugh, whilft Baguenodiere took 
Jio farther notice, but ftiU continued to 
furvcy him with his ufual phlegm. Ba- 
guenodiere was one of the biggeft men, 
.and one of the biggeft brutes exifting. 
He afked tw^ gentlemen that fat near 
Jiim what they laughed at, they, candid- 
ly told him, ;at bimfelf and Ragotin. £x« 
pefting that he would take this as a com- 
pliment, not an affront. However they 
were mlftaken, for a look, which called 
rthem two impertinent puppies, that he 
fliot from under his brows at them, foon 
i^nvinced them ihat he was offended, aoxt 

motfoytt 
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mopcover made them conclude that blotvs 
were the beft reply they could make him. 
, Baguenodiere .bad at firft only the ufe of 
Bis elbow3) for his hands were confined 
by his greatcoat, and before be could let 
them at liberty, the two gentlemen who 
were ^brothers, iand jiaturally very aft iw, 
gave iiim half a dozen flrokes, but fo re- 
gular, and at fuch equal diftances,' that, 
that part of the audience who could not 
iee die a£tion, imagined fomebody had 
given half a dozen clap» for their amufe- 
ment. At hilBaguenodiere got his hands 
from under his coat, but preifed as he 
was by two brothers, who faftened on 
him like lions, . be could not make 
any uie of his kMigarms* He attempted 
to ftep back^ butifell over a man who 
ftood juft behind him,, and tumbled both 
bim and his bench upon the unfortunate 
Rggoiin, who overturned another, who 
likewife overturned another, and fo on to 
tht extremity t)f the benches ; of which» 
a whole row was overfet like fo mday 
Bine pins. The ngife which' thofe who 
fell «nade, the cries of the women and 
children, joined to the cl^ours of the 
audience, between laughing,, ^^pai^ti^ 
and clapping made a moft infernal. din. 
Surely never did -fo many accidents enfue 

from 
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rfeom lb trivial a ckufc, and^hat is very 
^ilffprifing, tlterc was not .a fwbrd drawn 
^•during the whole fray, though tfat; difput^ 
owas principally amot^d perfons who car- 
vried thefe weapons, and theriC was above 
i^ hqndredin company, But what is ftiU 
iinoreM.aftoailhit^> Baguenodiere bQxedt 
^^nd 4irs» beaten, without difcovertng'4^ 
^ lea(i<«motioii at the whole tr^mia^ion ; it 
^ was even obfecvcd that he never opened . 
rhis lips, after dinner, except to pn^iouace 
r thefe few unlucky words which brought 
^on hijoithis ternble (hower x^f bidws, itf 
^fuch phlegm was this n^^jnountain pol^ 
"feiTedy and fo exa^ly prQf)ortioned to bis 
^bUlk, wasliis $aci(ur|iity..TMs ftrange<:Iia^ 

OS of perfons. ^)d confufion of benches 
xone over the other^ were a long, time 
cbefore they were compl^atly fet to rights^ 

.Whilft fome were bulled about this, and 

others more humane:, endeavouring .to 
^part JBi^uenodiere and bist^wo enemies^ 
»ihc mou frightful bowlings- were heard^ 
^nd feemed as if they iiTued from under 

ground. Wboihould thisbe, butRago^ 
<^tin. Certainly, if fortune once begins to 
^perfccute aman, there is no end to/ bis 
<:lufferings. The feat <x( the poor litUe 
'.man W2^ placed exafVly over the board 
iwfaicb covers .the iswerpf tbetennis^ 

courts 
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court, where the play was performing. 
Now the fewer is generally firuated in the 
middle of the court, it ftands to receive 
rain water, and the board which covers it 
lifts up like that belonging to a box. But 
time which brings about every thing, had 
ib wafted and rotted this board, that it 
broke under Ragotin, when a man toler- 
ably heavy, entirely overwhelmed him 
with his rail. This perlbn had got one 
leg into the hole where Ragotin was 
ilufFed head and (boulders, and as the de- 
vil would have it^ that leg was booted, 
the fpur of wttch fattened in Ragotin*s 
throat, which was the caufe of his fending 
forth fuch terrible bowlings Somebody 
offered the man his hand, and while he 
was endeavouring to difengage his leg, 
Ragotin gave him {o furious a bite, that 
he thoOght he was bit by a ferpent ; this 
made him fet up a terrible cry, which 
ftartled the perfon that was aflifting him 
ib much, 'that he let go his hold with the 
fright, at length recovering himfelf, he 
once more gave the man his hand, who 
now removed his leg peacebly, as Rago* 
tiri ceaftd biting^ him. They all then af- 
fitted in lifting up the little man, who, 
as foon as he faw the light, denounced 
vengeance againft the whole world with 

his 
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his look, but principally againft thofe who 
attempted to laugh at him ; then thruft 
himfelf amongft the crowd, which was 
prefling out, meditating fomething glo- 
rious to himfelf, and ratal to Bagueno- 
dicre. I could never learn how Bagueno- 
dicre and the two brothers adjufted their 
differences ; I can only tell, that great as 
their quarrel was, I never heard of a dis- 
pute fince. thus was the firft perform- 
ance of our comedians difturbed, before* 
the illuftrious company which was then at 
Mans. 



CHAP. XVIU. 



THE day following, the Nicodeme of 
the inimitable Corneille was per- 
formed. This in my opinion^ is a moft 
admirable pieces and one in which that'^ 
excellent dramatic poet, has given the 
moft ftriking evidences of the originality, 
fertility, and vaftnefs of his genius. For 
every charafter is great and hijghly finiih-' 
cd, yet diftindt, and effentially different. 
The r^refentatioh did not meet with the 
H leaft 
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rieaft ioterruption, owing pcrh|^p8,"to Rt- 
gotin's not leaving been there. : Scarce»^a 
4ay p^lTed^ but he got him&l^into fome 
ibrape, to which hisv vanity/ turbulence^ 
and prefumpiipn contributed as much a$ 
his ill-fortunet which never ct afcd perfe- 
GUting him. ^The little m^n w^nt jn af* 
trr dinner to In^enila'a faulbamf 6 chamber 
the quack, who called himfelf ^Ven^tuin, 
. as I have abeady mentioned^but whonna 
no better than a mere mountebank, ? and 
, iharpcr. ) Rancour, m order to get rid of 
rRagotin's importunities, r^whom he had 
^^romiled to obtab M. Star's afieAiona, 
. perfuaded himihat this fellow was a great 
' magician^ and ^hat. he could make the 
. moft prudent woman in the world run after 
; aman inhertfliift ; but that he never 
V wrought fuch miraclesexceptforhis parti- 
4 cular friends, of whofe discretion he waa 
well aiTured, for that he wa$ apprehenHve of 
punilbment, if it was known that he prac- 
xifed his art. He advifed Ragotin to take 
every method of accquiring his friendihip, 
which he faid was no difficult matter, aa 
. he was a man of wit himfelf^ and a great 
admirer of it in others ; and that when 
once he conceived an affeAion for a per^ 
ion, he always behaved to him without 
the kaft referve. You liave only to flat- 
ter 
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ter a vain man and do what you pleaie 
mch him. But it tis quite difFerent with 
one of a cool difpafiionate temper^ he is 
not eafily pcrfuaded ^ and experience 
proves that a perfon of this difpofition^ 
who can meet a refufal with good'^breed* 
ing, has a better profpeft of obtaraiag 
what he foUicits, th^n he who cannot re- 
ceive one without ang^ and emotion* 
Rancour made Ragotin believe juft what 
be pleafed, and Ragotin from that hour, 
was firmly perfuaded that the quack was 
a magician. I (hall not repeat, what he 
(aid to him, it is iufiicient, th^t having 
got his 4:u6 fron^ Rancour, he kept up 
the farce fo wdl, and denied his being a 
magician in fi^ch a manner, as would cer- 
tainly make him be concluded one.^ Ra- 
gotin pafled the whole afternoon wkh him, 
but could g«t no fat1sfa6lory r^ply, which 
prevented his flreping that/i%ht. The 
day foUowifig he came into his nobm, and 
£ound him (till'm bed* As fyr Innexilla, 
Ibe was exceedingly indifpofed, for (he 
was rather pafled the fem^n when Ihe 
-could get out of bed fpefli as a rofe, and 
was therefore obliged to d^e (but up ih 
private a confideraUcfpacc every morning 
before (he was fit to encounter the eye of 
the public. She (lipped into an adjoining 
Ha clofet. 
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xlofct, followed by hcnmaid, who broug;lTt 
her all the artillery of Jovc;AwhilftRago- 
tin b^an to harp mponi the old firing, 
Md remind, the Si«ur Fcrdinandi of the 
magic; the /Sieur^ Fcrdinandi boafted of 
ieats which he never performed, but took 
:.care4at?,thc fame time to make no rafti 
^iramifes. i Ragocin, in order to difplay 
^is ^munificence, t^fpoke dinner at his 
i:Qwn ;i:o0:, and invited both adors and 
^fi&riCks to partake of it. I cannot be 
^particular in relating what pafled at thi$ 
^anquer i however, you may be afluredt 
that they were all very merry, and eat 
with moft excellent appetites. After din- 
ner^, Innexilla was requefted by Deftiny 
andithe reft of the company, to recite one 
^f thofe Spanilh novels which (he daily 
compofed or traoflated, with the aflift^nce 
of the divine Roquebrune, who f wore by 
Apollo and the facred Mine, that he'd 
^teach her in fix months all the graces and 
^delicacies of our language. Innexella did 
40t ftand in need of much intreaty, and 
whiUl Ragotin retired to the forcerer Fer- 
dinandi, flie read with the moft enchant- 
ing tone of voice the novel youUl 6ml .in 
the following chaptctr 



CHAP. 
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C HAP. xir. [ 

The Rival B f others, ' y\ 

BORQTHEA and Feliciana dc Mont-, 
falva, were the two fincft women in 
Seville, and waving their pretenfions to 
biautyf from their rank and fortune^ 
mig^t have expedled numbers of ad- 
mirers, Don Manuel, their, father, .had 
fOOt as yet declared more in favour of on^ 
thari another, and Dorothea his daughter^ 
who as being eldeft, was fir ft to be dif- 
pof^ of in marriage, had always^ afted with 
fucH refcrve and difcretion, that the moft 
prefumptuous of her fuitors could not flat- 
ter himfelf with hopes of fuccefs. Thefe 
charming women never went to prayers 
vrithout a retinue of lovers to efcort them* 
Whenever they ftretched for the holy wa- 
tar,.a thoufand hands made tenders of their 
fervice, they never raifed their countenan- 
ces above their manuals, but they found 
every eye fixt in rapture on them, and 
they could fcarce proceed a ftep in the 
phurch without having a falute to return ; 
bjut if their beauty expofed them to fuch 
H 3 fatigues 
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fatigues in public, it was the means of 
frequently bringing under their windows^ 
amufeme nts, whfch confiderably alleviated 
the rigor of that confinement, to which 
their lex and the cuftom of the country 
fubjefted them. Scarce a night paffed 
but they, were ferenaded with mufic, they 
were frequently entertained with courfes 
at the ring, in the fame manner as givea 
in public. One day amongft others, a 
ftranger met with univerfal admiration 
fbr his addrefs, ahd was even noticed by 
the two charming f}fters, for his (hape and 
mien. Several Gentlemen of Seville, wha 
were acquainted with him in Flanders, 
where he commanded a regiment, perfu- 
aded him to run a courfe at the ring with 
them, which he did in a foldier's habit. 
A few days after, the ceremony of confe- 
crating a bifhop was folemnized in that 
city. The ftranger, who was called Don 
Sancho de Silva, was pre fent, as were like- 
wife the lovely fitters, concealed like the 
other ladies of Seville, under veils, and 
Mttle ha(s, with plumes of feathers in 
them. Don Sancho came accidentally 
between the two fifters and another lady» 
whom he accofted, but who politely rt- 
quefted he would defm, and grant her 
iftc place which he occupied for a perfon 

whom 
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vrfiAm flie expefted. Don Sahcho imme- 
diately complied ; and turning to Doro- 
thea de Montfalva, who was nearer to him 
than her filler, and who had feen what 
had paired between him and this lady* I 
was. in hopes; -iaid he, being a ftranger, 
that the Lady whom I addrefleij would not 
hive denied me the honourt)f her convcr* 
I'ation, but^lhe has punilhed tne for my 
prefumption, infuppofing too raflily, that, 
mine was w(^rthf of her attention. I hope, , 
Madam, continued he, yoa'U fbew a lit- 
tle more lenity to a llranger, who has 
been juft treated lb cruelly, and for the 
honour of the Ladies of Seville, give him 
caufe to praife their goodnefs. I have all 
the right in the world to treat you as ill 
as this Lady, replied Dorothea, fince your 
dddrefs to me was in confequence or her 
refuiil. However, Sir, in order to recon- 
cile you to the Ladies of Seville, I pro- 
mife to fpeak to nobody but you while 
the ceremony continues, and from which 
you may judge that I have got no afljgna- 
tion here on my hands. It is that which 
ibrprifes me, anfwered Don Sancho, fhap* 
cd as you are. Yqu muft have certainly 
ibmething very forbidding about you, or 
dfe the gallants V^^^^ ^^^ ^re exceeding- 
I7 timid, or perhaps I do but occupy tbe 
^4 poft 
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poft of a more favourite lover. And da 

you conclude me, replied Dorothea, fo 

incapable of a fincere paffion, is not in 

the abfence of a man I efteem, to avoid 

public places, when I can only meet him 

in retirement. I requeft, Sir, you would 

be lefs precipitate in forming a judgment 

another time of a perfon with whofe dif- 

pofition you are unacquainted. You will 

be better able to judge of my fentiments, 

anfwered Don Sancho, if you will permit 

xne to ferve you as far as my inclination 

prompts. Firft impreflions. Sir, favs 

Dorothea to him, arc not always the 

fafeft monitors ; befides, there are many 

pbftacles to prevent my granting your 

requeft. There are hone, which I am 

not ready to furmount in order to render 

my felf worthy of you, replied Don Sancho. 

Be aflured, Sir, that is not an undertaking 

of a few days, anfwered Dorothea •, you 

feem to forget that you are no refijent at 

Seville ; the paflion you profefs for me, 

may be the offspring of caprice, and wiH 

probably, be extinguilhed by change and 

new objcds. Grant me, Madam, only 

what I alk, faid he, and I p^omifc to 

pals my whole life in Seville. I ni\ift ac* 

knowledge. Sir, anfwered Dorothea, that 

your profefliofts, are exceedingly .gaHant. 

and 
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and what furprizes me, is, that a man of 
your addrcfs, fhould not before now h^ve 
been biafcd by choice to fome particular 
objeft ; but perhaps, Sir^ your underr 
IVanding proteds your heart ; our fex, I 
imagine, ftands low in your eftimation. 
think more favourably of me. Madam, I 
befeech you, faid Don Sancho, and attri- 
bute it rather to confcious want of merit, 
Anfwer me candidly, fai4 Dorothea, and 
tell me wbichofour ladies, could have pow- 
er to detain you in Seville, I have already 
declared that you yourfelf can, if you plcafe, 
replied Don Sancho. For my part, faid 
Dorothea, you have- not feen me yeti 
therefore I am entirely outof the queftiohc 
I muft own then, fince you command-it^ 
anfwered Don Sancho, that if Dorothea 
de Montfalva had as much^ wit as you, t 
fhould efteem that man happy whofe ad- 
drcflcs Ihe would countenance. There 
are many Ladies in Seville as handibme as 
0ie, and who even furpafs her, faid Do- 
rothi^a *, but added ihe, has fhe no favou- 
rite ? Have you never heard that Ihe treats 
fome ofie of her lovers with more particu- 
kr marks of her regard. As T think too 
humbly of inyt<^lf> to afpire fo high as 
gaining her afiedions, anfwered Don San- 
cho, t have been feldofn folicitous about 
' H 5 what 
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what you mention. But why, Sir, (hould 
not you afpire to her, demanded Doro- 
thea, as well as another ? The caprice of 
women is at times very whimfical. The 
novelty of a firft overture, has often 
wrought more upon a female heart, than 
iffiduity and love could do for years^ You 
very ingenioufly. Madam, wave my pre- 
tenfions, faid Don Sancho, by infpiring 
me with hopes of obtaining another, from 
whence I conclude that the merit of a la* 
Ver is traced too deeply by the hand of 
time on y^ur mind, to be effaced by le- 
vity and firft impreflions. Let not that 
give yotva moment's conce'Vn, replied Do- 
rothea, rather fuppofe me not eafily per- 
fuaded, and not iimmediately made believe 
that your declaration is the refult of a. 
growing paffion, cfpecially, as you have* 
never feen mc yet. If that is the only re* 
quificc, anfwered Sancho,. to make my 
addrflTes acceptable, I intreat you to con- 
ceal yourfelf no longer from a man who i^ 
idready charmed and enamoured with yovit 
wit. I fear if I comply with your requeft^ 
f^id Dorothea, that diflike will be the re* 
ward of my temerity. I know, Madam^ 
you are handfbme, replied Don Sancho^ 
by your having fo frankly declared the 
contrary 5 butl clearly perceive that you 

arc 
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are weary of me, or dfe, that jour hcarf 
is already difpofed of. It is therefore cruel» 
added he, to trefpafs too far upon your 
affabilityj and fatigue vou out of patienca 
However^ give me leave to aflure you^ 
that nothing was more foreign to my in- 
teniions^ than merely to trifle away an 
hour in your converfation, and to convince 
you ot it, take the difpofal ai my whole 
life. In order to (hew you. Sir, faid Do^ 
rothea, that I am unwilling to lofe the 
timfe which I have fpent in your conver* 
&cion, I fhould be glad before we part to 
know who ypu are. With that/Madaoii 
you iball be inftantly acquainted. Know 
then, amiable unknown, fmd he, that I 
bear the name of Silva, which is my mo^ 
ther's. My father is Governor of Quitto 
in Peru, and J am now in Seville by his 
orders. I pafied the greaterpartof my 
19b in Flanders^ where I arrived at fome 
rank in the army^ and obtained a com-^ 
tuandry of the order of St. James. Thus^ 
Madatn, in a few words, continued he, I 
have let you know who I am. But you are 
nDW the arbiurefs of my face, and are to 
d^ermine, what I (hall be hence forwai'di 
That, Sir, (hall be as foon as in my power, 
iaid Dorothea *, in the meantime, to pre* 
Ve&t any farther anxiety to learn more 
H 6 parti- 
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particulars of me. If you expeft ever ta 
fee mc again, reft fatisfied with knowing, 
that I am a woman of quality, and that 
my face won*t frighten you. Don San- 
cho bowed moft refpeftfully, and quitted 
her; then went and joined a group of 
young fellows, who were engaged toge- 
ther in converfation. Some of thofe ill- 
Batured females, who are always uneafy 
about the conduft of others, but perfeft- 
ly at reft with regard to their own, who 
fct up forjudges of vice and virtue, and 
fifty to one without a fcruple of the latter 
to boaft of; who prefuming upon rudenels 
and the grimace of devotion, would be 
thought to vend reputations, though their 
.youth was fpent with as little charader, as 
their decline tends to edification *, thefe 
women, I fay, will no doubt, pronounce 
Dorothea a thoughtlefs, imprudent crea^ 
ture, for making fuch advances to a man 
whom (he knew only by fight, and even 
fuffering him to make love to her. That 
for their part, if one they had any power 
over, had gone half fo far, ihe fiiould not 
be a quarter of an hour out of a nunnery i 
but for their better information, I (hall 
acquaint them, that every country has it$ 
. particular cuftoms, and that if the Ladies 
of France, who pique thenjftlves fo m^ch 

on 
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on their reputations, are (hocked, or at 
leaft ought to be fo, at the (lighted decla- 
ration of love ; that in Spain^ where wo- 
men are immured like fo many nuns, the 
cafe is quite different. There the Ladies 
generally make the firft advances, as a 
lover can never get a fight of his miftrefs 
till (he thinks proper to reveal herfelf. 
Dorothea imparted to her fifter Feliciana^ 
the converfation which (he h^d with Don 
Sancho, and candidly conf^fled, that (be 
liked him better than all the Cavaliers in 
Seville, and Ihe had the pleafure to find 
that her filler approved of lier paffion. 
Thefe charming fifters converfc'd for a long 
time upon the (upcrior privileges, whicht 
man enjoyed, beyond their fex, for fhat^^* 
hulband was generally the choice of pa* 
rents, and fcldom thercibre thieir own^ 
whilft marK was free to indulge the dic- 
tates of his heart, and choofe an agreeable 
partner for life. For my part, faid Do- 
rothea to her fitter, I am perfuadcd that 
love cannot make me guilty of an undu- 
tiful or indifcrcet aftion, yet I am deter- 
mined never to give my hand, where! 
cannot beftow my heart -, and I think it 
much better to fhut one's felf up in a con- 
vent at once, than form a conedlion of 
which intcreft, not afic&ion is the cement. 

Feliciana 
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JRcliciaha told her fifter, that (he ilft> had 
formed this refblutton, and each llr^ngtb- 
encd the other by every argumeot their 
fine underftandings could fuggeil tipoii 
the fubjcft. When Dorothea promifcd to 
reveal htrfelf to Don Sanchb, fh^ did not 
confider the difficulty of it ; this made 
her very uncafy, which fhc acquainted 
her fifter of; but Feliciana, who was 
fruitful in experiments, reminded her fitter 
of a Lady, a relation of theirs, and on« 
of their moft intimate friends too (for ref- 
lations are not always fo) who flie kne^ 
would do any thing to ferve her. You 
may remember, faid this amiable fifter. 
Marine, who was fo long ycnir womaii ; 
this girl is married to a furgeon, who 
rents a liule houfe from our relation, 
joining her own. There is a free com* 
munication between the two houfts» fa 
that you can go in at one door and he at 
the other, without raifing the leaft fufpi* 
cion sbefides hecan go diiguifed, and your ' 
meetings may be at night. Whilft Doro^ 
thea is making every necefiary prepara*^ 
lion to facilitate her interview with Don 
Sancbo ; he is perplexed with fonniog 
cpnjefturcs about his unknown, he fonii:^ 
times fancies that ihe intended only to 
make a jeft of him, when Ibc promiftd 
i to 
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to difcover herfelf to him. In the mean 
time he fees bet daily without knowing 
h€Ti either at chufch or in her balcony, 
receiving the adorations of her lovers, 
who ane all Don Sancho's acquaintance, 
and the greateft he bad in Seville. One 
ri^ning as he was drejffing, he was told, 
that a perfon in a veil, wanted to fpcak 
with him. He ordered her to be Ihewn in, 
and (he gave him the following billet : 

THE BILLET. 

*^ YOU (houldhave heard from me be- 
** fore, was it iil my power. If your dc- 
•* fire to be acquainted with me ftill con- 
•* tinues, go about the dulk to where fhc 
•* who delivers you this note will tell you,' 
** from whence flie will condu^ you to 
•* the place Til meet you at/* 

You may eafily imagine his tranfports 
upon reading this. Ipte took the aufpU 
cious ambafladrefs of his good fortune in 
his arms, and made her a prefent of a 
gold chain, which, after fome little diffi- 
culty, (he was fo polite as to accept of. 
She appointed to meet him about night- 
&11, in a by-place, which ihe (hew^ him, 
{tien took her leave, and left him the hap- 

pieft 
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pieft' and nioft ittfpatieht man exifting* 
Ac length night came, and Don Sancho, 
with all the ardor of a lover, repaired to 
the place of afllgnation, where he found 
his embafladrcfs waiting for him. She 
conducted him to a little houfr, with no 
very promifling afpeft, and then led him 
into a very elegant apartment, where he 
found three ladies in veils. He immedi- 
ately recollefted his unknown by her per-r - 
fon, and began at firft to reproach herfon-^ 
her cruelfy, in ftiH contirming to conceal ^ 
herfelf. She did not Hand long upon * 
ceremony, for (lie and her filTerjnhrcw ^ 
up: their veils, and difcovered %onhe en- - 
raptured Don Sancho, the tvw beautiful 
Montfalva^. You fee. Sir, faidDorothea, 
that I told you truth, when I obferved 
that a ftranger may do more in an inftantj 
than thofc we fee every d^ can do for - 
years ; and you will be the moft ungrate- 
ful of mankind, contined (he, if you' do 
not fct a proper value upon my efteem \ 
or if you interpret it to my difadvantage. 
I fhall always regard what comes from 
your hand, as if it was a gift from hea- 
ven, replied the tranfportcd Don Sancho^ 
and you (hall find from my attention to 
prefervc the treafure which you have, be- 

- ao.w^ 



d byGoogle 



ROMANCE. i6» 

(lowed me, that if I ever lofe it, it muft: 
be from my fate,, not my infidelity* 

Thus, when fbft love fubdues the heart" 
Wuhfmiling, hopes, and chilling fears^ 
The foul rejcfts the aid of art., 
And fpeaks in moments» more than, years^ 

Marine and Feliciana, who were per-- 
fcdly well-acquainted with life, withdrcv^ 
to a proper diitance from, the Uvvers ; by 
this> means they bad all the opportunity:. 
they could wifti to vent freely the fullncft 
of their hearts. Dorothea promifed Don 
5ancho to meet hi^ as often as-lhe pofli^ 
bly could ; for which he exprefled his 
thanks in the warmeftterms* In th© mean., 
lime the two other ladicsamufed themfelves 
with their own particular conveiifation, till 
Marine^finding it growing late, reminded 
jthc /lovers that it was time to feparate. 
Dorothea looked melancholy, DonSancho . 
changed countenance, yet he was oblige4 
to pronounce thai cruet word^ adieu. He 
wrote to her next day, and received juft 
fAJch an. anfwer as he could have wilhed^ 
1 am fonry I can't produce their love let- 
ters •, but unluckily they never fell into 
my hands. They. often met at. the fame 

gjacc. 
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place, and in the fame manner ^sbefbirv 
till at length their paflion became fo vio- 
lent, that only there was no bloodfhed, 
PyranTUs andThifbc were nothingto ;hcm 
for affedlion and fincerity. It is faid that - 
love, fire and money, can't be hid long. 
Dorothea^ who had always her galant 
ftranger in her head, was fpeaking of him - 
inceflantly ; and moreover Jet him fo much 
• above the reft of Seville, that fome Ladies- 
who had their brivatc attachments as well - 
as fli^, and had often heard her praife Don 
S^ncho, in preference to their lovers, took 
gfreat offence at it. felicJani had* fre- 
quently adVifed her to fpeak with more- 
refcrve : and had above a hundred tinbes 
in company, when fhcobferved her hut- 
ried away by the pleafurc (he to6k in did" 
courfing of her lover, trod upoifi her toe. 
In order to remind her of her imprudence^ - 
A Gentleman, who had been long an ad^ 
tnirer of Dorothea's, was told of this bjr 
a Lady of his acquaintance, and immedi- 
ately concluded that Dorothea was in love 
with Don Sanchb ; for he had obferved, 
that fince he came to Seville, that charm- 
ing woman bad not pdid the leaft regard 
to the reft of hct lovers. This rival erf" 
Don Sancho's was rich, and was befidcs. 
agreeable to Don Manuel, who neverthe- 
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left, did not preft his daughter upon that 
fubjeA, as when ever he fpoke to her of 
him, (he always rcqoefted, that he would 
not marry her (b young. This Gcntlemaiv 
(whom I now recoiled was called Don* 
Diego) was refolved to be certain of what 
a$ yet he only fufpeded.. He had one of 
thofe fmart fellows, ^ a valet-dechambrev 
who, generally wear as cood linen zs their 
maftcrs, or clfe make Free with it ; who 
generally lead the fafbions amoo^ the 
reft of the party-^cotoured gentry^ and 
are as much envied by thenr^ as adored 
by the Abigails^ This fellow^s Mtno waa 
Gufman, he had a turn for poetry, and 
generally compofed all the ballads in Se- 
ville. Thefe he fung to his guittar with 
every embellifhment of mouthing and 
Ihakes. He danced the faraband^ was 
never without caftancts, would faift 
be thought an ador, and took care 
to celebrate in his compoficions fome aft 
of his own valour, which to bectodid^ 
was not always gofpcl. All thefe fine ta- 
lents, affifted by an eloquence, which he 
had acquired from^iiis mafter, rendered 
him, without contradiction, the very mark 
(if I may fo exprefs myfelf) for tne foft 
dcdres of a handfome waiting- woman.* 
Don Diego ordered him to go and pay hia 

addrefles 
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addreflts to IfabelU, a young woman, wflo'^ 
was a fcrvant to the Montlalvas. He in-^ 
ftanily obeyed ;,and Ifabella, whcnAe iaw- 
him, was tranfportcd to find herfclf be- 
loved by Guzman, who began in good ^ 
earned to conceive a paffion he would ne-:- 
x*er have entertained, but for his matter.'. 
If Guzman excited the defireof the-proud-f- 
eft Abigails, Ifabclla was no contemptible/ * 
obje<a.for a valet> who^had the highclt* 
notions of any^onr in Spaim* She was a^v 
favourite with her miftreflcs who were ex-' 
cpccjingly liberal, and had moreover nafmalL J 
eKpeaations from her fathcr,^ who was ^^ . 
reputable tradefman.- In-fliort,« Guzman ^ 
began to think ferioufly-of becoming her^ - 
hulband, and as (he was all complying*/^ 
they made a/ jnutuai exchange of vows and^ 
promife of marriage, ai^d from ;that time: 
forward lived together likevman and wife.- 
Habella was greatly mifled^ that Marine,: ^ 
the furgeon?s wife, at whofe houfe Doro- 
thea and Don Sancho had their privates r 
meetings, and who had formerly waited i 
oa her miftrefs, Ihould^be- ftilL her confi- 
dante <ii>aa affair, in which the liberalityi 
• of -a lover was fo confpicuous. She had- 
tilrard of the gold chain which Don Sancho * 
had< given Marine, and of feveral other" 
pfefeius which he had likewife made her, . 

which. 
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>^ich Ker fancy magnified to double the 
^4iumber and vakje. She hated Marine 
mortally, which makes , me conjedure, 
that this pretty chamber-maid was rather 
mercenary. It is therefore no ^way ex^ 
traordfnary^ if at the firft time, Guzman 
afked her, whether Dorothea had any par- 
:ticu1ar attachment, (he divulged her mifr 
trefles fccret to a man, on whom (he had 
ah-eady beftowed herfelf. She told him 
fCvery thing fhe. knew refpcfting the inp 
triguc of our yput^ lovers, and dwelt for 
^ long time upon the good fortune of 
,Marine, to whom - Don Sancho had beca 
So liberal, and ^railed bitterly againft her 
avarice, as -flic termed it, for robbing a 
Jervant of i the family of her juft right. 
rGuzman defired Ihe would let him know 
^heniDorothea was next to meet her lo- 
uver. She told him, of which he took 
4care to inform his mafter, with every- 
thing elfe he had learned from Ifa^ 
'bella. Don Diego difguifed in a mean 
drcfs, pofted himfelf near the door of 
Marine's houfe, the night his fervant had 
mentioned to him. In a little time, he 
iaw his rival go in there, and fbon after 
a carriage flopped J^efore the door of Do- 
rothea's coufin, out of which came this 
beautiful girl and her fiftcr, leaving Don 

Diego 
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Diego in aT traiport of rage and jealoufy. 
From that raomcttt he determined to nd 
himfelf of fo formidable a rival, by put- 
ting hiip out of the world. He hired af- • 
(zSxnSj and went in purfuit of Don Sancho 
iFor feveral nights ; at length he met with 
hm$ when he and his bravoes immedi- 
ately fet upon hinu Don Sancho was as 
^ell armed as they were, for belides hie 
fword and dagger, he had a cafe of pif- 
tols ftuck in his girdle. He defended 
himfelf at firft like a lion, as he clearly 
perceived that his afiailants had a defi^ 
upon his life. Don Diego prefied him 
harder than the reft, who had nothing to 
ftimulate them but their reward. He 
retreated for fome time before them, in 
erder to remove the noife from the houfe 
iPiFhere his Dorothea was, but at length 
4ipprehendin{^ that he might fail a viftim 
to his difcreuon, he drew one of the pif- 
tols out, and left his enemy extended up* 
on the ground, half dead, and calling out 
luftily tor a prieiL The bravoes difap- 
pearcd at the exploiion of the piftol, and 
Don Sancho got fafe home. In the 
mean time the neighbours ru(hed in- 
to the ftreet, where th^ found Don 
Diego juft expiring, and accufing Doa 
SanciA) with his death* Otiir cavalier was 

informed 
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^informed of this by hb friend^ -who told 
him diat ibou|J) he might be fefeiroia 
the purfnit of juftlcc, he would not from 
the rcbdons of Don Diego, who would 
certainly endeavour to put him to deaths 
whcrwrcr they might happ^ to meet him, 

^He therefore retired ioto a coovcnt, Crotm 
^hcfifie'hc wrote to Dorothea, and at the 

Yame time^^ga^e fuck orders about his af« 
£ttrs, as.mig^t enabk him to leave Seville 
as foot! as he could do it with fafety. In 
the meanwhile the moA diligent fearcl^ 
was made ^ter Don Sancho, but to na 
putpofe. Afi!er the heat of the purfuk 
was over, and every body thought he had 
efcaped, Dorotl^a and her fitter under the? 
pretence of devotion, went accompanied 
1^ their relation to the very convent where 
Ims was cmiceakd. There the two lovert 
law one another, and exchanged vk)ws c^ 
eternal fidelity. Their parting was fo afv 
fedting, that her. fitter, her coufm, and 
the good-natured friar who wer^ witnefles 
to it, could not help fhedding tears, as 
they .have often done fince upon recoUedting 
it. H^^quitted Seville in difguife, but before 
hia departure he left letters with his fa* 
ther's fa£fcoir, to be forwarded to India : 
in thefe letters he acquainted him with the 
.accident which had obliged him to leave. 

Seville 
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^villf, and that he had retired to Naples. 
He arrived there without having met with 
any accident, and found a moft cordial re- 
ception from the Viceroy. Though he 
was univcrfally carcflcd in Naples, yet he 
foon grew weary of it ; for during a whole* 
year, he had not heard a fyllable of his 
Dorothea. About this time the Viceroy 
fitted out fix galleys to cruize againft the 
Turks. Don Sancho's military fpirit, 
would not fufFer him to lofe fo fine an op- 
portunity of fignalizing his valour. The 
perfon who commanded this little fleets 
received him within his own galley, and 
lodged him in the ftate cabbin, perfeftly 
tranfported to have a man of his rank and 
merit aboard him. The fix Neapolitan 
galleys fell in with eight Turkifh, almoft 
in fight of Meifina, and immediately at« 
tacked them. After an obftinate combat 
victory declared in favour of the Chrit 
dans, who took three of the enemy's gal- 
ley's and fent two more to the bottom. 
The principal galley of the Chriftians had 
grappled with that of the Turks^ which' 
being better armed than the reft, had like*: 
wife made the greatcft-refiftance. In the 
mean time the fea began to run very high^ 
and as the ftorm increafed, both Chriftians 
^ Turks began to think more of faving 

themfelvcs 
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themfclvcs than fighting. They therefore 
removed the irons by which the two gal- 
lies were joined, and the Turks (heered 
oflf at the very ipoment the too intrepid 
Don Sancho had boarded without one 
following him. As he now found himfclf 
alone, expofed to the mercy of his ene- 
mies, he preferred death to (lavery, and 
iplunged into the fe^, expecting as he was 
-an excellent fwimmer, by that means to 
make the Chriftian gallies ; but the fea 
was fo rough that they could not fee him, 
though the Chriftian commander who had 
been witnefs to this adion of Don San- 
.cho*s, and thought he had perilhed in ir, 
liad ordeied the galley to tack about to 
the fide he had jumped in at In the 
mean time Don Sancho ploughed the 
waves with all his might, and aner he had 
fwam for a confiderable time towards the 
land, whither both winds and waves bore 
him, he fortunately met with a plank be* 
longing to one of the Turkifh gallies, 
which had been (hot away during the ac- 
tion. He inftantly feized it, and confi* 
dered. it as aflfiftance fent him from hea* 
ven. It was but about a league and a 
half from where the battle was fought to 
the coaft of Sicily, and Don Sancho gain- 
ed it fooncr than he expcftcd, affifted as 
Vol. II. I ' ho 
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he was by wind and tide. ^He landed 
without receiving the kaft hurt ^rom the 
furf, atid proceeded up the country as faft 
as his fitigucv would fuffbr him. At length 
he defcricd from an eminence which he 
afcended, . a hartilet, inhabited byfifher- 
men, who's humanity he had occafion to 
remember. > His exertion dflfej^ the 
fight, joined to his fatigue wNm^the 
■tea, and the cold he endured before ^ 
could procure dry things, threw him into a 
violent fever which confined him to his 
, i bed i for feveral days ; at kngth he reco- 
vered from the mere power of regimen. 
'During his illnefs he determined to let 
the world continue in the perfuafion it had 
of his death, in order to protect him 
from hia^ enemies, the relations of Don 
Diego, &c. makes trial of Dorothea's con- 
ftancy. While he w^s in Flanders he con- 
trafted an intimacy with a Scicilian No- 
bleman of the houfe of Montaltc, whofc 
name was Fabio. He fent one of the fifh* 
ermen to Nfeffina, where he knew he refi- 
ded, to kno^ if he wiU there. Being ac- 
cjuainted that he was, hedrefled himfetf 
in the habit of a fiOicrnian, and went to 
the Marquifs's by night, who amongO: 
tnany others had been greatly affli^ed at 
his fuppofcd lofs. The Marquis was tran- 

fporte^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



R 0*M A NCi;. T7i 

Cportcd at the fight of a friend whom he 
imagined dead. Don Sandho told him in 
^what manner he b^d been "feved, and re- 
flated his adventure at Seville, without 
•concealing the violent paflion he enter- 
tained for Dorothea. The Marquifs im- 
mediately offered, to ^company him into 
Spam, and es^fenteke off Dorothea if fhe 
would cj?nferft, ahd bring her into Sicily* 
Don $ancho was unwilling to put his 
friend's afieftion to h hazardous a teft, 
however he was ekceedingly rfejoked to 
find him ready to icconrtpany him into 
Spiin. -In the 'mean time Don Sandio's 
•valet was fo'afflrfteef at ithe lofs of his maf- 
'tef", that as foon *s thevgdftltis arrived at 
•Meflina, he went into a convent, in order 
to pafs the Temaindfer of hiS life there. 
The Mart^tiis fehfc to the' ftiperiof to de- 
rfiand hhni.yh<3^ hud received him upon 
the tic^filtitciidatidn of a ^idKantidbic- 
man, btit had riot "y^ givAi him the reli- 
gious hafc^t. The poor feUdw was ready 
ta-cxpire with py mxtti hte beheld his dear 
ttiafirer, and from that mtrihent dropt all 
xhoughts of returning to the convent; 
I^s ttt^fl^r'diitearched himf Immediately 
f 6r»SpdiH in mittci bti^gWtfiifttelligence 
of Dorothea!, ^ho Wis df the general o^ 
pifiion that he W^s 16ng fine* de'ad. This 
I 2 report 
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' report even reached the Indies, and was 
the caufe of his father's death, who left a 
fortune of 400,000 crowns to another fon 
he had, but on conditions that he was to 
give half to his brother, if the report of 

. his death ihould hereafter prove ground- 
Ufs. ..Pon Sancho*s brother was called 
after his father, Don Juan dc Peraltc. 
He embarked for Spain with his whole 
fortune, and arrived at Seville about a 
year after his brother had left it. As they 
liad both different nan)es he did not find 

. it.diiHcult to conceal his being related to 

; Don Sancho, a matter of no (mall impor- 
tance to keep a fecret, as his affairs de- 
tained him a conliderable tinbe in a place 
where his brother had fome enemies^ He 
faw Dorothea and immediately becan)e 
as enamoured as. his brother,, but did not 
meet with the fame mum "of affcaiop. 
This beautiful girl, could liltcq. to no 
lover after her dear dear Sancho* ,AU 
Don Juan's attention and efforts to tpleafe 
lerved but to make her more unhappy, 
and {he daily refufed the belt matches m 
Seville, which her father propoied to her. 
About this time Don Sancho's fervant ar- 
rived at Seville, and according to the or- 
ders he had received, immediately fat 
about enquiring into Dorothea's condud);. 
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He learned from the report of the to'wri, 
rhat a gentleman extremfely rich, lately 
come from India had* falkn in lovt with 
' her, and that h^:~difpiayed a moft refined 
and elegant rafteinr all his gallantries to- 
wards hcf.^ He wrote wdrd of this to his 
mafter, ' and- even ' rep relented matters 
worfe • than * they -'were in reality, an 
attentrmr in the prefcnt cafe he might have 
omitted, 'as -a lover is too apt to do this 
of * hiinfelf:* In confcquence of this in- 
telligencer the* Marquis Fabio and Don 
Sancho embarked at MeOina on board the 
the Spanifti galleys which were returning 
home, and arrived fafely at St. Lucar, 
tfrom whence they fct out. poft for Seville 
They came inta town at night, and ftopc 
at the houfe Don Sancho's fervant had ta- 
ken for them. They kept within doors 
all next day, and when it was dark, went 
ta reconnoitre Don Manuel's houfew 
They heard fome excellent mufic under 
Dorothea's wmdow^ and afterwards a An- 
gle voice, accompanied by a guittar, com- 
plained of the cruelty of a tygrcfs in the 
form of an angel. Don Sancho was often 
tempted to attack the ferenaders, but was 
prevented by the Marquifs, who obferved 
that he had no juft caufe for anger, as his 
miltrefs had hot appeared at her balcony, 
I 3 in 
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in order to tcftify her approbation of Y\m 
rival, and the air he fung, was more the 
complaint of a difappointed lover, thaa^ 
the efFuflion of* gratitude for favours re- 
ceived. At length the ferenaders withdrew^ 
not altogether lb well pleafed, andDonSan- 
cho accompanied by the Marquifs retired 
alfo. In the mean time Dorothea found her- 
lelf very unhappy by the India Cavalier's 
addrefles. Don Manuel, her father, longed' 
for nothing more than to iee b<r married v 
and as Doq Juan was rich and of a Kood 
family, (he imagined if lie propofed for 
her, that he could not fail obtaining hi»^ 
confent. The day after the fcrenade, iw 
which the Marquifs and Don Sancho hacj 
their part, Dorothea told her fifter, that 
flie would no longer fuftcr the gallantry of 
her India lover^ and that {he thought it 
very extraordinary he Aiould proceed fo 
far without having acquainted her father 
with his paflion. It is an affair, replied 
Feliciana, which I never approved of, and 
v/as I in your place, I'd treat him fo iH 
the firft opportunity I had, that be'd foon 
lind he had deceived hinifclf, when he 
cxpeded to gain your affections. For my 
part, added flie, I never liked him i he 
wanted that fomething in his manner, 
which can only be acquired at court, be- 

fidits 



d by Google 



ROMANCE. 175 

flBfes, the vaft expence he has been at in 
Seville has been laviftied without tafte, 
and evidently proves him a foreigner. 
Thus (he gave the moft unfavourable por- 
trait (he could of Don Juan, never recol- 
lefting that « when he firft appeared at 
Seville, (he owned to her fifter that he 
was far from being difagreeable to her, 
and that whenever Ihe fpoke of him, it 
was with a degree of warmth which be- 
trayed her prcpofltflion for him. This 
fudden change in Feliciana's fentiments 
did not efcape the obfervation ot Doro- 
thea. She immediately concluded that 
Ihe liked Don Juan, and in order to bfe 
fatisfied of it, ftie obferved, that fhe was 
by no means difpleafed with Don Juao's 
gallantries, from an averfion to his per- 
fon ; that on the contrary, as (he imagined 
JrrrelcmbledDorrSantnO, ihs likcd hi.T. 
better than any of her lovers, befides as 
he was rich and of a good family, (he was 
perfuaded that heM foon obtain her fa- 
ther's confent •, but added (he, I can ne- 
ver harbour a pa(rion for another after 
Don Sancho, and as I cannot be his, I am 
refolvcd to pafs the remainder of my life 
in a convent. As you are not determin- 
ed to take fo ra(h a ftep anfwered Feli- 
ciana, you cannot imagine how much you 
diftrefs me by mentioning of it j you may 
depend it is my refolution, faid Dorothea, 
I 4 you 
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you will (hortly, my fitter, be the ^r(t 
match in Seville, and for that reafon I 
had a defire to fee Don Juan, in order to 
undeceive him with regard to his expefta- 
tion of obtaining my affeAions, and ta 
try to prevail on him to fix them on you. 
But as I perceive you have fo great aa 
averfion for him, I (hall merely requeft 
that he would defift in his gallantries to 
mc : and in truth, continued Ihe, 1 am 
forry for it, as 1 dont know a perfon in 
Seville with whom you could be more 
happily married. Really anfwcrcd Feli- 
ciana,^ the man is rather indifferent to me» 
than abfolutely difagreable, and perhaps 
Lwould not have been fo fevere in my 
cenfures but out of compliment to you. 
Rather acknowledge my dear fitter, re- 
plied Dorothea, that ypu did not fpeak 
candidly -, that when you exprefled fo lit- 
tle efteem for Don Juan, you had forgot 
how extravagantly you had praifed him, 
or elfe, that you were apprehenfive he 
was too agreeable in my eye, than that you 
found him difpleafing in your own. Fe- 
liciana blufhed at thele laft words of Do- 
rothea, and was exceedingly embarrefTcd. 
She mentioned with a great deal of con- 
fufion feveral circumftances, which only 
fcrved to convift her of her filler's charge. 

At 
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At length (he owned her paflion for Don 
Juan, of which Dorothea cxprefled her 
approbation, and promifed at the fame 
time to do every thing in her power affift 
her. ' Habella who had broke ofFall com- 
merce with her Guzman fince the accident 
had happened to Don Sancho, was Ordered 
by Dorothea to go in fearch of Don Juan, 
to take him the key of the garden, and 
inform him that Dorothea and her fifter 
would -wait for him there, and that he 
was to meet riiem the inftant their father 
had retired to reft, Ifabella whofc good 
offices Don Juan had long fincc purcha- 
fed, was aftonilhed at this fuddcn change, 
and overjoyed to be ^the bearer of fuch 
agreeable tidings.. She flew to him with 
her intelligence, which he could fcarce be- 
lieve, till fhe put the fatal key into his 
hand which confirmed him. He rewarded 
her- with a purfe of piftoles, which filled 
her with as much tranfport as he felt from 
the hopes of his affignation. It happened 
that the very night Don Juan was to meet 
D6rbthea in her father's garden, Don 
Sancho, accompanied by his friend the 
Marquifs, came once more to reconnoitre 
the habitation of this lovely girl, and 
watch the defigns of his rival. They 
were in the ftreet where Dorothea lived 
I 5 about 
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about eleven o*clock, when four men 
well armed, ftopt near them. The jea- 
lous lover imagined it was his rival, he 
came up to them, and told them, that the 
fpot they occupied, he had fixed on for a 
particular purpofe, and therefore requef- 
ted they would leave it. We would grant 
your requeft, replied the others, if th« 
poft you want, was not abfolutely necef- 
fary to a defign which we are about, and 
which will be executed fo immediately, 
that there will be time enough to difpatch 
yours afterwards. As Don Sancho's pat- 
lion was already up, he drew his fword 
and attacked them in a twinkling. This 
unexpected affault furprized and confufed 
them. And as the Marquifs charged them 
with as much violence as his friend, they 
made but a weak defence, and were dri- 
ven out of the ftrect. Don Sancho re- 
ceived a flight wound in his arm, and 
thruft his fword at th« fame time into the 
body of him that gave it, that he thought 
he had killed him, he found fo much dif- 
ficulty in drawing it out again. The 
Marquifs purfued the others clofely^ who 
all fled before him as foon as they faw 
their companion fall. Don Sancho obferv- 
ed at the end of theftreet fome perfons 
with a light) who followed the noife of 

the 
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the engagement, he was in dread it was 
the magiftratfcs, and it really was fo. He 
ran from one ftreet to another, till he met 
an old gentleman who was lighting him- 
fclf home, and tad drawn his fword upon 
hearing the noife Don Sancho made, who 
was almoft out of breath when he came 
up to him. This happened to be Don 
Manuel who was returning from an ac- 
quaintance's, where he had pafled the 
evening, and was going in by the garden- 
gate, which was near the place he had 
met Don Sahcho at. ' Don Manuel hal- 
lowed out, 'Avho*s thete. A man, replied, 
Don Sancho, who is in a very great hur- 
ry^ unlefe you intend to flop him. Per- 
haps, obfcrved Don Manuel, fome acci- 
dent has happened yoH which obliges you 
to fly for fanftuaryjif this be the cafe, 
my hobfe, fir, which is hard by, is at 
your fervice. « You- are very right in your 
conjeftures,- Sir, replied Don Sancho, I 
am. * endeavouring to fly from juftice, 
which is probably this moment in purfuic 
of me ; and fiince you are fo humane as 
to offer your houfejto a ftranger, he com- 
mits himfelf frAly to your protedion, and 
promifes never to forget the favour which 
you have done him, and to be no longer 
troublefome than he finds it abfolutely 
I» 6 neccfTary 
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ncccffary. Dan Manuel then unlocked 
the gate with a key which he had about; 
him, and having made Don Sancho go iir 
firft, he hid him among fome laurels^ 
whilft he went into the houfe, in order ta 
prepare a place for concealing him, and : 
to prevent his being feeh. Don Sancho 
was not long under the laurels, when he 
faw a woman coming near, who as fhe 
approached him, cried out, come, come, 
fir, my miftrefs Dorothea is waiting for 
you, at the found of that name, Don 
Sancho perceived he had got into the ha- 
bitation of his miilreis, and that the old 
gentleman he had been fpeaking to was 
her father. He fufpefted Dorothea of 
having made an alTignation at the fame 
place with his rival, and followed Ifabel- 
la, tortured more with, jealoufy thaathc 
fear of juftice. In the mean time, Don 
Juan came at the hour appointed, opened 
the garden-gate with the key Ifabella had 
given him, and hid himfelf amongft the 
very laurels Don Sancho had juft left. 
The next moment he faw a man making 
dircdly towards him. Apprehending that 
he may be attacked, he put himfelt in a 
pofture of defence •, but what was his 
furprife, when he found it was Don Ma- 
nuel, who had alarmed .him^ and who 

dcfircd 
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defired htm to follow him, for that he 
had provided a place of .fafety for him. 
Don Juan conjedtured from thefe words 
of Don Manuel, that probably . he had ^ 
harboured fome perfon -who was- endea- 
vouring taefcape the purfuit of juftice: 
He was obliged to follow him, in a ftat^ 
you may eafily imagine not much to be 
envied, between the drt^ad of being. diP 
covered and chagrine for his difappoint* 
ment. Don -Manuel condudlcd him inta 
his own apartment, and left him there 
in order to go and prepare a bed for hihir* 
We (hall leave hi'm under all tliat anxiety, 
it was natural he fhould be oppreflcd with,^^ 
arid return to his brother Don Sahcho de 
Silva» Ifabella conduced him into a par- 
lour,' which opened into the garden^ 
where Dorothea and Feliciana waited for 
Don Juan dc Pei-ake, one animated with 
an ardent defire to captivate him, and the 
other merely felicitous to acquaint him of 
the impoflibility of his ever meeting, a re- 
turn from her, and that he had better try 
to gain her filler's affedions. Don San- 
cho then appeared before the two beauti- 
ful fitters, who were petrified with amaze- 
ment at a fight fo unexpedted. Dorothea 
Hood fpeechlefs, like one deprived of all 
fcnfe, and would have fallen on the floor, 

if 
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if her fifter had not Tupported her. Don 
Sancho continued fixt and motionlefs, 
whilft Ifabclla was ready to expire with • 
fear, for (he took Don Sancho for an ap- 
parition, who had come to punilh his mif- - 
trcfs for her infidelity, Notwithftanding ' 
Feliciana*s fright, it did not prevent her 
attention to her fifter, who now began to • 
revive, and then Don Sancho fpdce to 
her as follows. If the report which was 
fprcad of my death, did n^ infoftie mea- 
fure extenuate your fault, the anguifti it ' 
has given me, would before now have 
robbed me of the power of reproaching . 
your inconftancy. I was felicitous to * 
make the world believe me dead, in order 
to be forgotten by my enemies, but not 
by you, who promifed never to harbour ' 
a paffion for another, and yet have fo 
foon broke your vows. I might cafily j 
avenge mvfelf for your infidelity by alarm- 
ing your father, and acquainting him that t 
you have a paramour this moment con- * 
cealed in his houfe. But incenfed as I am ' 
ftill I dread your difpleafure, and I am, , 
more afHifted at your being unworthy of 
myaffeftion, than for your having given 
the preference to another. Enjoy^ faith- 
lefs beauty, enjoy your new lover, let 
not remorfe interupt your happinefs but 

for 
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for a moment, I (hall very foon rid -you 
of-a perfon, who muft ever reproach 
you fer having betrayed him, as it was at 
the rifk' -of his life he vifited you. After 
he had uttered- thefe words, Don Sancho 
was for retiring^, but^ Dorethea ftopped 
himv and was^ going to juftify herfelf, 
when Ifabelia came running in a great 
fright, and told them Don Manuel was 
jiift behin^d her, Don Sancho had only 
time to flip behind the door, when the 
old Gentleman entered. He. reprimanded 
Jiis daughters for bemg up fo late, and as 
foon as he had turned his back, Don 
Sancho went into the garden, and hid 
himfelf amongft the laurels where he 
was concealed a little while before. Here 
he remained, prepared for all events, 
waiting for an opportunity of getting 
out. In the mean time Don Manuel 
had gone to his daughter's chamber for 
a light, in order to o|>en the garden- 
' gate to the officers of juftice, who had 
been told chat Don Manuel had fcreened 
one of the pcrlbns that had been fighting 
in the ftreet. Don Manuel gave them li- 
berty to fearch his houfe, being well fa- 
tisfied that they would not attempt to 
open his own chamber, where the gentle- 
man was (hut up. Don Sancho perceiving 

that 
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that he could not efcape the number of 
bailiffs which were difpericd about thfe 
garden, left his concealment, and coming 
up to Don Manuel, who was greatly fur- 
prized to fee him, told him m his ear^ 
that a man of honour prefcrved his word ' 
inviolate, and that he never forfook a ^ 
perfon whom he had once taken under his .- 
proteftion. The old gentleman requeftcd 
the magiftrates to leave Don Sancho* in 
his care 5 which was immediately granted, 
cut of rcfpcft to his quality,, and as the 
perfon who had been hurt, was-not wourr- 
deddangeroufly. Thejufticeand his^irmi- 
dons withdrew, and Don Manuel finding - 
from his qonverfation and replies, that this - 
was the very perfon to whom he had given 
afylum, concluded the other was fome 
paramour, introduced by his daughters * 
^or Ifabella. In order to ^DC certain of it, ^ 
he conduced Don Sancho de Silva into 
an apartment, and requefted he would 
vTait there till he returned. He himfelf 
went to Don Juin, and told him that his 
fervant camcin with the officers of juflice 
and defired to fpeak with him. Don 
Juan well knew his valet was conBned by 
illnefs to his bdd, and therefore not in a ' 
condition to come in fearch of him, befidcs ^ 
he would not have attempted i^t withbbt ' 

orders. 
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orders, had he known the place where he 
was, which he was totally ignorant of» 
Don Manuers words therefore made hinv; 
very uneafy, however at all events, hc»: 
replied, that it was his defire his fervant: 
ftiould go and wait for him at his lodgings^. 
Don Manuel then recolledtcd hitn for th^s;- 
young gentlemaa from India, who ..had! 
made fo much noife in Seville, and as ho;- 
was already acquainied with his rank and i 
merit, refolved he fhould not quit tha- 
houfe till he had efpoufed.. which, ever oi 
his daughters he had the afTignation with.. 
He converfed with him for fome time, in-- 
order to fatisfy himfelf with regard ta 
fbme particulars which ^ difturbcd him* 
Ifabella faw them talking together, and 
fan to tell her iTiiffrcfs-cf itr Den ManueF 
got a glimpfe of her, and thinking fhe 
was coming witlv-aiaaeffage to Don Jjuaa 
from his daughter, ran after her, and that 
inftant the. tapetwliich was lighting in 
the room was burnt out. Whilft the old 
gentleman was ia fearch of Ifabella, (he 
went and told Dorothea and Feliciana, 
that Don Sancha.was in. her father's 
chamber, and that fhe faw them in con-» 
verfation together. The two fitters tgok 
her word, and ran there immediately. 
Dorothea was under no dread of finding 

her. 
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fcer dear Don Sancho with her father, dc* 
termined as Ihe was to declare her paflioa 
for him, and mention at the fame time, it 
was reciprocal, and to acquaint him fronx 
what motive fhe had given aa afllgnatioa 
to Don Juan. She therefore entered the* 
chamber which was now quite dark, and 
having met Don Juan as Ihe was going 
out, (he took him for Don Sancho, and 
feizing him by the arm, fpoke to him as 
follows. Why do you fhun me, cruel 
Don Sancho ? why will you not fuffer me 
to reply to your cutting reproaches ? I 
fjiould be the firft to condemn myfelf, 
was I as guilty as appearances fpeak me. 
But you know that falQiood has often a 
greater femblance of reality than truth 
illelf, whlch-is ftrways diicovered witfi ' 
time. Permit me then to make you fee 
it, and pqt aarndto.all this confufion, 
Aflift me to-juftify iTiyfelf, and do not 
hazard being unjuft by being too precipi- 
tate to. condemn me. before you have fuf- 
ficient proofs of my guilt. You have 
probably heard that a Gentleman has paid . 
his addreflcs to me, but were you inform- 
ed that I made him a return ? Perhaps you 
have met him here, for. I acknowledge I 
fent for him ; bu;t when you fliall hear for 
what purpofe, you'll be very forry for ha- 
ving 
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vfhg given mc fo much anxiety, as it was 
fei order to give the ftrongeft teftimony of 
my conftancy -, bring me into the prefence 
of the Gentleman, who has rendered me 
fo unhappy with his addreffes, you (hall 
then find by what I fay to him^ if I ever 
encouraged his pafflon, or even read his 
letters; but my fate which always brougbc 
him before me when I lead wi(ht it, now 
prevents mc feeiiig him, when he could 
aHill me m undeceiving you. Don Juao 
had patientljr liftened to Dorothea with* 
out interruption, in order to learn as much 
as he eould from her. ^ At' length, he wa$ 
going to be, perhaps a little tart with her,, 
when E^on Sancho, who was fearching 
from room to room for the way to the 
garden^ overheard" their" voices, and ap# 
proached them with as little a noife as 
poflible, however he was heard by Don 
Juan and the two fifters. At the fame 
tinie Don Manuel entered the chamber 
with a light* The two rivals now beheld 
each other's faces, and with fury darting 
fron^ their eyes, clappd their hands to 
their fwords. Don Manuel threw himfelf 
between them, and ordered his daughter 
to chufc one of them for a hufband, that 
he might fight the other. Don Juan told 
him that he refigned his prerenfion, if he 

could 
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could be faid to have any, to the gentle^ 
man that ftood before him. Don Sancho^ 
declared the fame, and added that as the 
gentleman had been brought into the 
houfc by his daughter, that there was all 
the reafon in the world to fuppofe their 
paflion mutual. That for his part, he 
had rather fuflfer a thoufand deaths, tJiaR 
connect himfelf witha woman who did«not 
give him her heart with her hand. Doro^ 
thea threw herfelf at her father's feet, and 
intreated him to hear hen She related 
every thing that happened between het 
and Don Sancho de Silva, previous to his 
having killed Don Diego.. Sha next ac- 
quainted him of Don Juan de Peruke's 
paflion for her, ^ndofher fcheme to un- 
deceive him, and perfiiade him to propofc 
for her filler. She concluded, by declaring,^ . 
that if (he could not convince Don Sancho 
of her innocence, Ihe would the next day 
go into a convent^ and pafs the reft oif 
her life there. This relation difcovered n 
the two brothers to each other; Don San* 
cho was immediately reconciled to Doro* 
thea, and demanded her in marriage of 
Don Manuel., Don Juan;>propofcd . at 
the fame time for Feliciana^ and both 
were made happy by Don Manuel's con- 
fcnt. As foon ixsthc day appeared, Doa 

Sanchez 
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*Sancho fent for the Marquifs Fabio. who 
came to fliare in his friend's joy. Every 
thing was kept a fecret till fuch time as 
Don Manuel and the Marquifs, had 
brought about a reconciliation between 
Don Sancho and Don Diego'^ fucceifor. 
Whilft this was in agitation, the Marquils 
fell in love with that gentleman's -fifteK, 
and demanded her in marriage. *So ad- 
vantageous a propofal was • received with 
joy, and from that time he granted what- 
ever they afked him in* favour of Don 
Sancho. The three weddings were cele- 
brated the fame day, and all^ parties* wei^ 
.rendered: hgpj)y. 
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CHAP. XX. 



In what Manmr'Ragolin's Sleep was l^ckt. 

HERE Innizclla fiaifhed her novel, 
and ^ry one of her hearers la- 
mented it «as not longer, Whilft fljc 
was reading it, Ragotin, inftead of at- 
tending to her, entered into chat with her 
hufband upon the old thertie df 'the magic ; 
but he had eaten fuch an immoderate 
quantity at dinner, that both he and his 
friend were nodding. over the fubjeft. He 
did all in his power, for the fake of de- 
cency, to liften to the novel, and refift 
the attacks of fleep. He therefore fome- 
timeslet his head drop down to his knees, 
but pr^fently recovering, would ftart up» 
and make an effort to roufe himfelf, juft 
as you may obfervc people do at a drowfy 
fermon. There happened to be a ram in 
this inn, which the oftlers and xabble, 
that are generally about iuch places, had 
;taught to butt, by bending their head to- 
wards him, with their hands before it, 

which 
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'which he'd run at with greats violence. He 
^as fufFered without moleftation to ram- 
ble through the whole inn, and would 
frequently ftrole into the rooms, and be 
red well by the company \ now this 
Gentleman happened to be prefent when 
Innizella was reading her novel. He ob- 
fervcd Ragotin. bending his head and rai- 
ling it forward again> which taking for a 
fair challenge, he withdrew a few paces 
backward, and darted at him, like a horfe 
at a race-courfe. He muft have frittered 
his (kuU like an earthen veffel, with the 
siriolence of the (hock, if Ragotin by good 
fortune, had not at the inftant, lifted up 
his head, and by that means cfcaped with 
a flight bruifc in the face. This adlion of 
the ram*s, furprized thofe who faw it fo 
much, that they ftood motionlefs for fome 
time with aftonifliment and laughter 
This gave the ram an opportunity of 
making a fecpnd aflault, which 4ie did, at 
the very time Ragotin, Itunned with the 
firft, and with his face fcraped ^nd bloody, 
had clapped up his hands to his eyes, 
which met direftly the horns of the ram, 
and were terribly hruifed with the fliock. 
Thii brought hirn to himfelf ; by t when 
he difcoycred the author of his calamity, 
ia his jpMon he ftruck him about the 

head 
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^lead with his fift, and wounded hir^felf 
worfe with the animars horns. H^ was 
abfolutely frantic with rage, and if poffi- 
ble, rriore fo, to fee the whole company 
laughing at him. He abufed them all for 
their ill manners, and fallied out of the 
room in a tranfport of anger. He was 
for quitting the inn too, but was flopped 
by the landlord to fettle the bill, an acci- 
dent, he probably thought as great a dif- 
after, as the blows of the ram's horns. 

Conclvfion of the Second Part of the 
Comical Romance. 



THE 
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The Third Part of the 

COMIC ROMANCE, 
CHAP. r. 

The IntroduSim t9 the ^lurd Part. 

YOU have fecn 'in the fecond part oS 
this hiftory^ little Ragotin with hi^ 
face bruifed aod bloody^ from the blows 
of the ram's horns, whilfl: be wns fitting 
in the Player's appartment, from whence 
be fdlied in fo great paffioa that they ne^ 
vcr cxpcfted he would have returned § 
but he was top much enanioured of Mrs^ 
Star, and too anxious to try the fucccfs c^ 
the quack's art^ to liften for any time to 
the diftaties of refenjcment. Therefore a$ 
Coon as he had wa(hed the blood from his 
facc^ be returned, in order to put the 
prorriifcs of 5ig|Excir Ferdinando FerdiAaadi 
CO the teft* So ftunned was he from his 
latt cncaunter with the ram, and fo con- 
fuied was his, mind from the love of Star, 
K that 
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that he miftook a Lawyer he met going to 
court, [for him. He therefore accofttd 
him imtnediatly, land fpojce to hini'as 
follows : Dear Sir, I am tranfportcd at 
meeting you. I was pofting to yoor 
lodgings^ in ordtr to. enquire into my 
fate I I make no doubt, hi^t; ypu .^bavc 
tried all your art could ^do,^to make me 
the happieft of mankind ; and it would 
be the height of ip^Fatitude 4iot ^ to ac- 
knowledge it. TcU jne then, will the 
angelic Star ? The Lawyer, who dicj not 
- conceive a fyilaUcr 6f ^his fine hai^ngue, 
very foon interrupted jiim, and i[aid very 
ltnartly,w-^Mr.» Ragotin, if it was a little 
iatteri li Ihould take you to be drunk y 
but \ you muft. certainly have loft your 
trits 5 why, man, do you know who you 
i are fpeaking to ? What theDevildo you 
^ tell me of yout Magic, and your Stafs ? I 
, am ndther a conjurer, nor an aftrologcr. 
Don't you know me, man? AK, Sir! 
replied Ragotin, i vknow:5roa very well 5 
and you too are well accjuaint^d with i)ie> 
and the caufe of my unhappinefs, and 
yet are fo crucl^ though in your pOwer^ 
as to deny me a remedy. I, anfwered the 
Lawyer ; here Ragotm was going to con- 
vince him, when the Lawyer, weary df 
his impertinence, difingaged hhnfelf, ob« 

fcrving 
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ferving:^ he wCnt-^ff, that the little man 
vras certaialy n^n c9mpos. Ragotin was 
^oing* to follow hitA, t^) he difcovered his 
ffiiftake^ which cdhfufed htm fo ttiQcht 
chat h^ oeveriKtefred ft fylkble of 4t ftom 
that day to thia^i * Indecfd, I myfelf Ihoold 
(laVe kn6,wii jioching of h, but for an kc- 
iquaintaiice of the Lawyer^s, to whom he 
related the adventure. He proceeded to 
thc.Ptaj^r^ apaftrhettti which had he no 
foonet eivtercd, thaa he heard Oeftiny and 
;Caye propofe. quilting Mans next next 
day, and takirig.vthe toute to AUcncon. 
ThiS^ w|i? like, k ftrol^e of thunder to poor 
Ragotin^ whofc heart muft * trarel with 
thfem where ever they wtnt. * tt was tjni- 
trerfally alTemed to i^y bothaftors and 
a^ffcs, who : detcrmihed to reprsfent 
one of. their -tieft pieces, in order to 
4eav^4 good impreiHoa upon the minds 
of the audieiice at Mans. The caufe of 
the coman/i; quitting this- tbwn fo ab- 
cuptly, w^ becaufe the Marquis D'Orfe, 
who was the only patit^n their little troop 
had, was.fummohed to court, and after he 
was g;one,: their audiehocs dwindled to 
npthing^ Ragotin oppofed their depar- 
ture wirii all tfa<>fe bad reafons with which 
he was fo abundantly ftockcd. He re- 
queued at- leail:,. thatthey wbuld not quit 
■ ' K2 the 
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the province erf* Main, a favour ihcy may 
very eafily giant Kim, by taking the tennis- 
-court in the fuburbs of Mondbrt, from 
^ence they could go te Lav:^ which is 
lilcewife in Maine, atid that afterwards 
they might eagly pafs into Britany, agree* 
4tble to the promife they had madeM. 
Garrouf&ere ; but his eloquence was only 
thrown away« As Deftiny obferved, that 
this would never anfwer, for riiat the ten* 
Ills-court he fpoke of, was at too great a 
diftance from the town, but that that of 
AUencon was in the middle of it, encum* 
pai&d by all the genteel houfes ; that this 
therefore, was their mark, not the mife* 
rable hole at Monfort, the convenience 
of which, Ragotin unluckily dwelt moft 
upon, and finally gave it as his opinion, 
that a cart fliould be provided to convey 
the baggage, and horfes got for the Ladies* 
The conducing of ^this bufincfs was en* 
trufted to Leander, who was very well 
acquainted in Mans.. The day after, a 
play was perfornied ; but whether it was 
tragedy, paftoral, or comedy, I cannot 
indeed recoiled, however, it met with 
uxuverfal approbation, Delliny was 
greatly admired in his farewell addrefe te 
the town. He exprefTed ib lively a fenfe 
of gratitude for the favours the company 

had 
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bad received, and appeared fb much af- 
feAed on the occafion, that the audience^ 
was perfcdBy charmed with him. Nay, 
I have been told, that fcveral were ol>* 
fcrved to (bed tears, moftly indeed wo* 
men, who have been always <]i{linguifhed 
ixsc tenderne£s« Such an efied had it oit 
^gotin, . that he remakied motionkfs and 
rivetted to his fear, till he was left <\miai 
alone, where, perhaps, he would have 
been ftiil, if the marker of the ten^is^cour^ 
had not roufed him, by ^quainting him 
that the audience were all gone. A% 
length he got up and wciit hoifnej whcr^ 
he took a reiblution of c^ling ntxi rnora^ 
JAg early upon the ador^j in or^der (O 
opea his mind to theou 
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CHAP. IL 

In whiib yci^U find Ragotin^s Refilutiim^ 

THERE was fcarce one awake in- 
Mans but himfeif, when Ragout 
repaired to the ftroler*s habitation, in or- 
der to propofe himfelf as a member of their 
community. He found them all in their 
beds and faft adeep. For once in his life 
he had difcretion enough, not to difturb. 
them ; but he went inta the" room where 
Olive and Rancour lay, and requefted the 
latter would get up and take a walk witlv 
him, and that afterwards they would go 
and breakfaft at the Golden Star, where 
he had befpoke it. Rancour, who was 
never backward at accepting an invitation 
to feaft at free coft, was drefled almoft as 
foon as he heard the propofal. Ragotin 
never opened his lips to him till they came 
to the breakfafting place, well knowings 
that he was better difpofed to relilh a good 
meal than converfation. , As foon as they 
arrived there, the little man called out 
for the tarts he had befpoke, and grew 
very clamourous at their not being brought 
immediately. The landlady, without ever 

ftirring 
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flB&ring from her feat, replied to him very 
cooly, really Mr. Ragotin,^! have got no 
Ikill in divination, and thefcfore cou*d*nt 
forefee what time you'd come iat, you'll 
havt the tarts immediately ; in the mean 
%Bie, if youMl walk into the parlour, where 
the cloth is laid, you'll find a ham to amufe 
yourfclf^itfr till the other things are rea- 
dy. • This ihe fpoke with fo grave and 
. hoflefs-like-a tone", that Rancour thought 
there was* a "great deal of reafbn in what 
flic faidj 'and merefbrc advifed Ragotin to 
be>paci€ed, and go in and take a gla& of 
wme, while they were waiting. In Ihort 
th^y fat down to table, which was cover- 
ed in a few minutes, and breakfafled af- 
ter the Mans fafhion, that is to fay, very 
heartily. They puflied about the bottle 
too pretty brilkly, and drank feveral 
toafts, amongft which, I fancy, youcon- 
Jej^ure, Star's was not forgot* Ragotin 
drank it^bove a dozen times, now without 
moving from his chair, next ftanding up, 
with his hat in his hand, and finally,^ gave 
her on his knees, and bare-headed, as if 
he was going to make^n offering at the 
flirine of fome faint. He then intrcated 
Rancour to affiflt him as he had promifed, 
in gaining his adoreable Star ; to which 
the other replied, with aflfefted paflion, I 

thought 
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thought, Mr. Ragotin, you had a tetter 
opinion of me. I imagined you fuppofed 
me incapabkof deceiving you ; and thati 
wou*d not have undertaken this bufinefs if 
J had not been fure of fuccefi. My dear 
friend, . make yourfclf quite eafy, rely up*- 
on my difpofition to ferve you, wheinevef 
a favourable opiportunity 'offers j but there 
is one great obftacle in your way, I mean 
eur departure. However, that is eafily 
temoved, hy your taking the advice I foir- 
merly ^ave you, of joining the conrpany. 
You have, the fineft requifrtcs ©f any laian 
m die kingom lo make an aiftor ^ your 
deportment is'tlegant, your vxrice harmo- 
iiiouSf your acoeiOfC pleafing, and yo(ur 
tnemory prodigiows ,-, befides, you have 
lathing ruftic dbout you *, why, 1 fliould 
lake you to 'have pai&d all yotir life at a 
<K>urt9 you have quite the air of it. I 
warrant you, after playing about a dozen 
times, you'd flop the career of fome of 
our young ooKoomhs, who are now (o 
conceited. You'll get ^11 the frefh cha^ 
rasters into your own pQflcffion,and what 
chat^ accompliCbed kave the reft to me. 
For the prcfent, we have a very deiicatsc 
bufinefs to noaoage ; it requines a great 
deal of addrt&to.aft properly in k. I 
doa'cmean toiafinuaisey my dear Ragodn^ 

any 
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any deficiency on your fide ; but you are 
fcnfible a little good advice can be of no 
injury, but above all, keq> your paflioa 
a profoood fccret ; for if that fliould tranf- 
pit'C, it may prerent yopr obtaining ad« 
million into the company.— The little man 
was in raptures at this Ipeech of Rancour, 
and when he had done fpeaking, got up, 
and took him round the neck in a trans- 
port of joy, protefting at the fame time, 
that he had invited him to breakfaft merely 
to communicate the defiga he had formed 
of joining the company, and on which he 
was fo determined, that nothing could 
'difluade him from it. That all he want- 
ed now was to have the affair broke to the 
Players, which he requefted Rancdur to 
let about immediately. Ragotin then 
called for a bill, which having payed, they 
fet out for the aAors lodgings, which hap* 
pened to be near the place they had break- 
faded at. They found the Ladies all 
dreft 5 but as Rancour was acquainting 
them with Ragotin's intentions of going 
on the ftage, he was interrupted by a 
mcffenger from Leander's father, who de- 
fired to fee him immediately, as he was 
at the point of death. Various were the 
conjeftures of the company on this unex- 
pe6lcd event. Leander took Angelica 
K 6 afide, 
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afide, and told her, that it mttmwit^ 
hcrpbwcr, if flic pleafcd^ to make. him 
happy ; to Which flie JCcpHed, thit he ne- 
ver would find her an obfiade to his feli- 
city, with much more, all which' you?tt 
read in the following chapter; • • 



C H A P. 
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CHAP- III. 



Le^mier's ProjeS. R^g^tin's AimiJJicni 
and Haraniueto theGompany ofPlaytrs, 

LEANpER's'tmofs finding all their 
efiorts to keep hiit>= ^to his ftudies 
Jruitlefs, and having ;Obferved His con- 
ftant attendance at * the theatre, con- 
jeflurcd that he .had ^ fallen in love 
with one of the adrefles ; in which fup- 
ppfitiont they were confirmed by his hav- 
ing- followed the compapy-t^ Angers. 
This they took care^" ta acijuaim: his fa- 
ther of, J^y a mcffenger fent off expreis j 
and their intcUrgence arrived at the very 
hobr bis fon^s letter reached him, in which 
he faid, he was going into the army, and 
rec|uefted -he would fend him a fupply, as 
Deftiny '^and he had concerted, when he 
difcovered his rank to him at the inn 
where he was wounded. His father was 
frantic with paflion at his fon's imprudence^ 
which joined to his extream age, threw 
him into a fit of ficknefs,ithac brought 
him to the gates of death. Finding his 
diflbtucion at hand> be icnt for one of his 

tenants^ 
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tenants, in order to bring Leander to him 
before nature had exaded her tribute. 
He told him, that he would find him with 
a company of comedians^ who were then 
at Mans, but the man knew thiii akeady, as 
he was the very perfon who had fupplicd 
him with money after he had left the col- 
lege. Accordingly he went there, and 
found him as was related in thcpreceed- 
ing chapter. The whole conipany requcft- 
ed Ragotin would retire into an adjoining 
, room, whilft tliey confulted upon this me£ 
fage received from X.eandcr's father. 
Mulifh as he was in general, decency made 
him comply in the prefent inftance. As 
foon as he was gone, Leander had the 
meflenger called in, who acquainted him 
with his father's fituation, and his anxiety 
to fee him before his death. Leander 
afked the company's leave to go and vilit 
hinv, which was immediately granted. It 
was then that Deftiny made his rank 
known, a circumftance he had hitherto 
kept a fecret, and of which, he himfelF 
had been ignorant till ^fter Angelica had 
been run away with ; but now he thought 
it abfolutcly neceflary to divulge it, both 
in order to undeceive Mrs. Cave, who 
could not be perfuaded but that Leander 
was the perfon who had taken her daughter 

off. 
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off, and to convince tfee yaui>g Ladjr o£ 
the vblcnoc of his paffion, which made 
iirm turn vakt for her fate ; a ftation in 
^which "he i^ouW have ftiil remained, if he 
Tiad not been obliged to reveal the fecret to 
Eeftiny at the inn, where he met him, 
when he^went in queft of Angelica. That 
lb far from being privy to it, he had even 
ventured his life in attempting to refcue 
her ; but that he was overpowered hy 
numbers and left for dead on the fpot. 
The company in general begged pardon 
for not having treated him with the rcf- 
ped which was due to his rank^ but hoped 
he would attribute it to their ignorance of 
his quality^ Mrs. Star, added, that /he 
always faw fomething about him, which 
made her fufpedl he was more than com- 
mon, in which conjefturc flie wi» farther 
confirmed fince his return, and by his 
letters, which Cave had Ihewn her ; but 
that he had always behaved with fuc4i 
"humility in the capacity of a valet to her 
brother, Ihe was" often daggered in her 
opinion; however, now his quajity was 
unqueftionable. Cave next addreflcd him, 
and faid,-furely Sir, after having in a great 
meafure learned you rank, from the tenor 
erf the letters you wrote my daughter, you 
inuft allow, that I had very jull caufe to 

appre- 
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s^prebihd your<JjBfigfts w^rc not honour- 
able, a fuppofKiop which your intention of -^ 
taking her off to England corfobor^ited $ 
and what profpeft, Sir, was there, that a- 
pcrfoa of your birth would marry a poor . 
country aarefc ?. For my part, I fincerely 
rejoice ^at your appFoaehing^good fortune^ 
but thank God at the fame time, for bc^ 
ing relieved ftom the anxiety you hav^ fo - 
long givcii riiCi, Thefc kft words of Cave r 
wounded Leander- to the very.foul. He-c 
was all impatience whilftlh^was fpeaking^ 
and immediately replied, whatevec, -Ma^ - 
dam, my prafpe^$ are i(i youreye,^ be -- 
affured, that to me, they wouldiappear t 
the moft wild and dreary, unlefe bright^ 
ned by the hope.of poflcffing-yrOUf amia- v 
bje daughter* > Deny mcthat blifs, and I ■ 
ren<yunce my birth- right, i It. is (he alone 
can givecbar^Bstaprofperity^ and I (hall :^ 
efteem its acquifiticHv valuable but fa far * 
as it contributes to her. felicity. JDo not - 
imagine that I intend robbing you of bee - 
entirely, aijid taking her home with me^j . 
nothing can be further from my thoughts. 
I am become fo enamoured of a theatrical 
life, that I know not how to quit it, much 
lels deprive myfelf of the enjoyment of 
fuch agreeable Ibciety. Both aftors and 
a^trefles thanked Leander for his polite- 

ncfs. 
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nefs, and'obfervcd,' that, Mrs; Cave and 
her daughter muft be be very particular, 
if they denied hinr the happihcis. hfe folli- 
cited,' Angelica behaved like one who 
waited- for the fanfljon of iitr mother's 
approbation, to a^uthorrifc 'her conduft. 
The Utter finiftifcd the coriverfation by af- 
furing-Leandcr, that if he retained the 
iamcTentiments till his return, he fl>ould 
have nothing to complain^ of. Every 
thing being now fettled, Leander^^ depar- 
tiM-c was^ fixed for next day, and a horfe 
hired for him accordihgly. ' HercDeftiny 
reminded them of JRagolin, and pbfcrvcd 
that it was time to fend for hfm 5 but a 
propo^, continued he,' is there nobody 
who knows any thing of his defign ? Ram- 
cour^ who had not yet opened his Hps, 
faid, he couW acquaint him with it, then 
related how he had invited him that morn- 
ing to breakfaflr, in order fo communicate 
his mtentions of joining the company, but 
that he wouM not expeft any falary 5 for 
that he'd much rather fpend his. money in 
ieeing the world, than dofe away his life 
ftupidly in Mans. Roquebrune, in a moft 
florid harangue oppofed his admittance, 
for that poets were like women, where- 
cver two happen to meet, peace could not 
be cxpeftcd j b^fides that his figure was 

fo 
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fo coiitcmptible, he wotald not be fit to 
carry on a meffage. Now, for my part, re- 
plied Rancour, 1 move for his being re- 
ceived, I think he'll make a very ufeful 
man ; forinftance, if a dwarf's wanting, 
where can we get a better ; then he Can 
reprefent a monfterr without putting the 
company to the expence of purchafing a 
maik for him, and as for declamation, 
take my word^ he is a fecond Orpheus. 
When Olive and I were in queft of Ange- 
lica, we met him mounted on his coun- 
ter part, that is to fay an afs, as little as 
himfelf. He was fpouting away with fuch 
energy, that fome carriers who met him, 
followed Knti with their hats off, for the 
better convenience of hearing, all the way 
to the houfe, where we ftopt to have a 
glafs at. Surely if his elocution had fo 
fo great an eflFedt on thefe clowns, how 
muft it aft upon perfons of finer taftc?. 
This fally of humour raifed a general 
laugh at poor Ragotin's expence, who was 
immediately fent for. He made above a 
dozen of his beft bows upon entering the 
room, and after having prepared himfelf, 
like all good orators, with the ufual pre- 
lude of hemming, fpitting and coughing, 
be began, the following harangue : Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the iUuftrious order of 

Thefpis, 



d by Google 



R O M A N C E. tQ9 

Thefpis, I am come to offer my fervices to 
your moft refpedlable community* Was 
I a coxcomb like fomc of my acquaintances, 
I might fpcak much in praife both of my 
pcrfon and my talents 5 but I (hall wave 
vanity for the prefent, and only acquaint 
you, that if I have the honour to be ad- 
mitted imo your body, I fhall forego the 
ufual emoluments of falary or fliare, and 
be content with the mere pleafure of your 
fociety. This laft argument of Ragotin's 
was an excellent one, and had the defire.d 
cffcft, for it gained him immediate admif- 
fion. Every thing was conduced with 
tlie ufual c^rmoney, that is, his name was 
catered in the mufter-roU, the oath of fide- 
lity adminiCtercd, and a charter given Jvim, 
by which he is for ever entitled xo bUk hi$ 
taylor and landlord. 



C H A F. 
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CHAPi lY^ 



The Deporture ofLeanderi and tirCoiHpit^ 
ny*s arrival at AlUruon -, mtb the Deatb 

cf Saldafgne^ 

AFTER fuppcr^ evcrf body was con- 
gratulating Ragotin upon his admiC^ ^ 
fion into the company, and the elegance 
of his harangue upon that occafion. .Raai- 
cour fwore that he^asthe grcatcft'acquir 
fition the company ever mctJA^ith, and 
th» the name of Ragqtin* would^ re- 
remembered whilft there-was anaftor irr 
the province. In the mean time Lcander 
was engaged with his^ dear Angelica. 
They faid and • looked tennhoufand fofc 
things^ and tafted raptures, of which. wa& 
I to attempt giving an idea, unlefs to lo-^ ^ 
vers like themfelves, I am perfuaded that 
my veracity, as a hiftorian, would be called 
in queftion.. The night being now far ^ 
ad^vanced, the company all retired tabed» 
Nexi nftoroing Leander got up very ^arly 
and fct off for his father's. 1 have been 

toidv 
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trfd tliat he ncvej rode fo far in fb fhorta^ 
fpxi in His life before j whether eag€rne& 
to feejhis farhcr, or thfs vivacity his future 
prof|>e6ls infpircd vfsts the caufe of his ex^ 
pedition, I (haH leave your analyfers of** 
the human heart to determine; His father 
received him with the afFedion of a pa- 
rcnti yet reproached him gently forJiis^ 
imprudence* He told hi m> that^itgave^ 
him inexpreffible &tisfa6tion to iind that 
he obeyed him fo readily ; that he had fent 
for him in order to give him his laft blef- 
fipg, and to rcfign his entire fortaine intOs 
his hands, notwithftanding the irregularity 
of his conduft, but hoped that in future, 
he would aft with more propriety. The 
reflr of the converfationy if they had any 
farther, we (hall learn when teander re* 
turns. As foon as the aftors and adrefies 
were dreffed, they fet about packing up 
for' their journeyv T^hat bufinefs being* 
difpaiched, Olive was fent to procure a« 
horfe, as they had been difappointed in 
one of tbofe they had hired. Ragotin, 
who happened to overhear this difcourfe, 
immediately replied, that there was no 
ofccafipn, for that he*d take Mrs. Star be» 
hind him j but this (he thought proper to 
vdccline, which affefted poor Ragotin fo 
VMxeh^ that he would not i^ave had fpirits 

to 
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to travel to Allcncon, if Angelica had not 
in fomc mcafurc confolcd him, by accept* 
inghispropofal. Whenever a {trolling com- 
pany is on the march, they fcldom ufe a 
fccond table. This morning they all 
breakfafted t<^ther, and the quack and 
his wife were of the party, when Ragotia 
took an opportunity of renewing his at- 
tack upon the Sieur Ferdinandi. He told 
him, that his paflion was now become fa 
violent, that he could not poQlbly mucht 
longer endure it, unlefs he did fiKncthing 
for him by his art -, tJieother replied, that, 
he had tried all the iecrcts of magic to re- 
lieve hioi, and conlulced all the fpirits he 
had ever under his command, but to no 
piurpofe, from whence he cpnchided thac 
Star muft be a forcerefs herfelf, and po£- 
fcGkd of more powerful charms and ma^ 
gic than his. He was going to anfwer, 
but was intreated to wafh his hands as the 
reft did, and fit down to table. After 
breakfaft, Innizfella exprelTed the greateft. 
concern, particularly to the Ladies, for 
their fudden departure. She declared, 
that ihe had a ftrong inclination to follow 
them to AUcncon, merely for the pieafurc 
of their converfation, but feared that this 
would rather injure than oblige them, as 
her hufband having a ftage of his own to 

mounts 
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mount, may rob them of part of their 
audience. They embraced each other at 
parting, fome of the women {bed tears 
and in (hort, the whole company was full 
of compliments, except the' f»>et, who, 
^ough he in general monopolized three 
parts of the converfation, was now quite 
mute; His feplration from Innizella was 
a ftrok^ of thunder, all the laurels on Pac^ 
cafiUs couVl*nt. ptoted: him from. The 
cart being now loaded, and ready to fee 
out, Czve took the fame feat in itihe 
had when the company came to Mans. 
Deftiny and Star rode tc^thei\ and An- 
gelica got up behind Ragocin, all the reft 
travelled on foot ; in this order did our 
flroUcrs-prOTecd, till they arrived at Al- 
iencon, which they did in two days aft^r 
their departure. As foon as they had be- 
flowed the baggage and the Ladies at an 
iun, Deftiny called, Roquebrune, Olive, 
and the carpenter, and took them imihe^ 
diately to the principal tennisrcourt, whore 
he £3und fix Gentlemen engaged at play. 
He immediately afked. for the m^er of 
the tennis-court, and the fpedtators in the 
gallery having learned, that thefe were ibmc 
of the players, informed the Gentlemen 
4>f it; and moreover obferved, that onp 
of thepi was a very ge^el man. Ujkmi^ 

this^'^ 



d by Google 



.this the gameders ^dropped their nackets, 
; and cam^ ijip hal^dfeffcd (O0eftiiTy,'whQm 
Jthcy fakait^ * veiy l^itely, and then eiif- 
iquired into ite. ftatd. of the cooipany* 
. They a&ed Mm what number of pfiofJc 
lie had *got>. whether they had nfterit;'aiid 
if rilie-drcflis were., good, and/the wd.nae^. 
..Jiandfoae. Dcfttny;^inide (UdU fatis^-\ 
<iory repllesf to alj, ihcfe queftions, trhait 
that they, made an o&r gf.ifeir fcrVlc^ 
jand.rcquefted the- 6*wncr .of.the tcrtm?r 
court to oblige them; adding, thajD if 
, ht wbuld wait tiU they wci:e drefled, that » 
rlltcy .wduld go^take a glafs c^wine* tog&- 
. J^cV*. licftiiny • accepted, the propblaJ,. iit 
order to fecure himfclf friends; in- cafe 
- S'^daigne ^ouH.ftiUl^erfceqte hf^^^ 
•Tie was-tontiniijily m dread of ^irh. la 
-. thg^nean tij[Be, an- agfcement was made 
'kbout the rent of the tennis-court,- i^ a 
joiner, immcdiateljr, ferft fhc to affift the 
. cafpentei: . in ^fitting it up. The <jcntle-t 
. men having siow. go't.'their cloachs on, Defr 
; iioy^ joined them in^fo graceful a mawief, 
ana in* the coifrfc ^f converfation, drfi:a*> 
verecf fb'exCellent in. tinderlfeanding, thj«t- 
thc^ began taJ^oftcdve a iricndfbip for 
4iim. They alkcd -hitn where the com- 
pany ,h;d piit up,* which When he. had alc^ 
atquamted thjjm'witb, . the/ replied, wte 

had 



d by Google 



'ROMA NO E. • «*s 

^TjcctCT; go there. .Perhaps wc :may>aflflfc 
ybij in makingi.a bai^j^in/ ' Accbidirig^ 
they went, ^nd after having agtced tor 
three roorfis, they Jt>reak£afted . there very 
heartily. Yoit may c^fily itntitginc that, 
the qonvcrfaiiion tarried* chiefly op* the 
dr&rna, of* which Deftiny^* djfjiayedf fa 
great ^howledgr, a'hd'|b-e«;celleQOi tafte^'; 
that tbqy made him ireflipfpfferiSpfth 
lervice, . and tol^ hin^' to rety irponvth^ir.. 
proteftlonj/for k ifecms>thcy wfte#j>er-.; 
, ions of the firift cbhfequeace in the city* 
That evening Peftlny^fent hi« 'ba^age 
to tbe/Gold^ Ctip,-whefeVHerbad fi^ 
his fjuariers^ and v^s'^iooh,. i^.^^er.^h^ '. 
theatre. Mras' ready ^^tKe^ company' began 
to perform, -We ^ih^ll>itowliearc^^^^ 
in the eKerctfe of «^ !their»profeflroni and : 
return to fee wbat happened <9*Saldargne, 
w after his fall. VYbu may recoileft tobave 
read ia the twelfth chapter of the (econd 
part of this irom^Hice, how ^ald^'gne was 
* xronliMdtd hts bed at the Baron d'Arques 
^ JVbm tfcc i>r]aife of his fall. Here he conw 
r tinued'foi^ fome time ill. of a fevet; which 
v^was rendered niorerviplent^ by thcpafljon 
ilie flew, into with his fei'vants when they 
I brought him intelligence fo little to his 
iatisfaftion. However he recovered, and 
-as fooQ as he coyld get on.borfeback, ho 

fet 
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ikt out for Mza^ where he expeAed t6 
find die players. Whe» he arrived there, 
he was informed thejr were gone to AHcn- 
con. Fhct as he was in his refotution^ he 
determined immediately^ to parfue them ; 
accordingly he took the rout to the place 
they were performing at, and got there 
about the duik. That night he never 
clofed his eyes ; his mind was upon the 
rack, of invention, to difeovcrfoftie means 
of vengeance for the infult be had re- 
raei ved firbm Deftiny. Next day he went 
to the play, but drew his hatover his eyes 
md tpuffled his head up in his doak, m 
order to j^fguifir himfetf. He was as 
i«reary of the rcprefentttton as the reft of 
' the audience w6re plcafed with it ; for the 
the univerfal admiration which Star*$ beau- 
ty excited, fcrved only to- ta quicken his 
paffion, and render the lofs of her more 
mortifying. When the entertainment 
was over, Soldaigne and his party potted 
tfcemfclves at a convenient ftand near the 
theatre, in order to aflault Deftiny as he 

Safledj but the company were fo well 
ked, and had fo many friends amongflt 
the people of faftiion, that they fcarce 
ever went to or returned froni the play- 
houfc without a large retinue. That 
night they were invhsd to fop at Madam 

dc 
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^:YiUc(tear% aad as^they wiant cfcoftcd 

% ;^- large cortijpany, Saldaignc's wicked 

'^^intetftions werfefnaftratcd; ^ifappointcd in 
thiv he became! (Jelpcrate^ determined to 
taHeoff Stelk atall brairds, and put to^he 

-^Qrd whoevw oppofed him. As iMadtm 
dc yil|fSieuj:>was bath young and Ipr^ht-. 
ly»; hfr parties' wcrfc uftially hu-ge, wWcb 
you tpay fuppofe v^ere not diminiftied^this' 

^this evening by: ihc prefence of the a&ref- 

'6;$. Saldaigne ^imaginedv that, he would 
Hod np^ mOre difficqi^.in bridging ofFSteV^ 

<la thant before. :.Ifcj. potted ^fervant, 
with one ot his beftiioffes at the corner oft 
a ftrect n€^r Madam V Hlefleuifs. houfe, in 
order to4>e ready to put hi»|icqje&in ex- 
©OMtifln; big with-tht hopes:o£iupc^fe, 

^ b^ : >^ai already bkfled in: &ncy, y^hca a ' 
Ckrgynmn (not ^nei.of thofc^ptagmatical 

^Gfentl^m^n who think the Jeaft Jnmocent 
cef^Feadan-:. an impetcfament to their cha- 

'r;a(5);er for fan£tity^ but .a manjof liberal 
notions, y/bo wias. never afliamcdiof culti>. 
vating. act .ficquaint^nccL with an- aftor -of 
merit,. and iwas particwlarly intimate with 
ov^r illuftripMs troop) who was going to 
fpend ihe evening at Madam Villcflettr's, 
difooy^r^d the^.&rvaiui .He never recol*: 
i^i^d to, hay e ^ Jfe^a «it hei: h^Si facd tor. Im: 
lively before •, and obfcrving that he held 
L ahorfq 
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dwnftttic 1^8 waadting dt^rfbr fefe^ «iiift6!fi 
biiif findkig the JWicnr cwifijfed aiid' tiiV- 
fatisfadloiy in his repJj»$; bcniflfimtdiae<fiy 
wdnt in and mfotmoi t)ltb oom^v W- ihi 
wfadlc ' s trMfaftibn^ - ©qfth^ - wrr6 ^i& 
never widioorappi^ehanfions'of'Sbkiafi^nf^V 
Having crfmi^wd€«di.»vpeffwrii it tKfe 
thcattJc who atovaqrs Jod-hfisi ftce u^der his^ 
cloak,. imn3c4i««rijr.conclU^td It ;<vAd He,* 
abii vthougb hb did^ tv^t comt:9Uivfe^te hh 
Mpfclons td^anyliwo#y >Bfe iw2^ daf ef Mr 
bring-a-fufiidctlt pumter of'^'hU ddttAaf- 
rtons to eftott itHe wiimeft' how^* Hdr 
MraSr not k^vt long in fufpcnc^^ fo^ a 
ilrangcr^ pticfcirtljr- came to ^i)Cr>rd for 
I^Ua, .s^itp ieH 'her that d laJdy of ^ 
hen. abqu^nc^oei ^c^odd td'-fpe^k-' ^itK^ 
hcfi This va*^jadged>by the;whofc{Cbfti-^ 
pany t© be thfe fnari Saldargnehad l^fd,- 
and prepoiwions therefore vna-eniade to 
give him a proper rcceptbn. As it was 
deetaed Highly improper for any orthfe 
tomediansi to> appear, one of M^dath d6 
Ville Fieur^si WaitSwg wp&^h v(«is fent 
out, whomSaldaigne miftaking for ^ella 
inftantly lain hold of; buc what was hii 
ailonifliment when be foimd himfelf en- 
compalfi^ byl a crowd of armed men. 
; ' : "' . Thoujgh 
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"^ough his party wsfe 4t foitic diftancc^ 
be had fo Keck difcrerion chat he difchsr* 

t%ed % piftol which wounded ^nt of the 
adtors (lightly. But his firCMrai returned 
by above a dozen fhotd in ^ twinklings 
The bravoes whom he had hired, inftcad 

-of coming to his adiftance when they 

>heard the noife of the encounter immedi- 
ately fled, as fucK wretches always do 
when they meet with any refiftance. He 

^was now ftretched on the ground, for he 

^had received a Ihcjt in his l^ad, and two 
more in his body. Ttiey brought him ta 
the li^ht in order to examine his face, but 
Tiobody knew -hint except • the players, 
who aflfured the company that it' was Sal- 
xlaigrie. As he difcovered fome figns of 
H^ they a(&fted his ferv^ in^pbcing^hior 
acrols a horfe, and had his< wou^ dref^ 

vfcd, bat their attention proved fruitleft,. 
for the next 4ay.he refi^ned /lis breath* 
His body, was carried to his ownxrountry^ 
whercjiis (klers and their hufbands rer 

•ceiyed him with the appearance of griefi 
>but fecretly rejoiced! of what had hap^ 
pencd,. Search was made out of form, 
after the iriflffuments of his death,, but n<j; 
j^rofecution or evidence appearing the af- 
foir dropt, Befidesy thof^ who niigh'thave- 
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bjccn^ccufed were the firft pecfpns^ in Che 
city. The intelligence of Jiis ideath, ^^ 
agreeable tidings indeqd,. to the. players, 
for in him, they loft^ait uDf;elen.ting and 
implacable enemy. 



\ 
<: H A P. V. 

Tbefequil of Cav^s ^ory. 



NEXT day Deftiny and Olive waited 
on the Prior of St. Lewis, in ord«r 
to thank him for the fignal piece of fervicc 
which he had done them, as it was through 
his means they had efcapcd the danger 
which threatened them, and were hence- 
forward fccured from perfecution by the 
jdeath of Saldaigne. From that time the 
dofeft intimacy fubfiAed between the co- 
medians and tjfie Prior, fo that they fre- 
quently vifited and eat together. Some 
time atter^ that gentleman happened to be 
in the z&rtOss ap^rtnient, (it was a Fri- 
eda/ 
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*iy, on which ihcy never pcrformccT) 
Dcftiny and Stella aflced Cave to finifli her 
hiftory. She at firft made fome little 
difficulty, coughed, and fprt onoe or twice, 
when the Prior was going to take his 
leave, imagining that it was owmg to his 
prefence fhe hefitated in granting their re- 
queft ; but hewas' prevented by.the whole 
company, who afluried him; that thty. 
would veftcem themfelves happy in com- 
nmnicatin^ their adventures to him, and 
rU venture to fay; added Stella,* that you 
are not come to thefc years, without ha- 
ving, experienced fomc yotirfelf. For I 
am gready niiftaken, or you have not al« 
ways wore the caflbck. Thefc words a. 
ihite dikoncerted th<^ Prior, who frankly 
owned, that fome p^ft fcenes of his life 
would make a much better novel, than th© 
romaBtia- fluff of which fuch works are 
in general comppfed. Stella replied, that 
Ihe was perfuaded they were well worth 
' attending tOi and made him promife to 
relate^tSm the firft time hewasaflced^ 
the Prior pledged his word to comply 
with her requeft, then Cave refumed her 
aarrative in the following terms. ,You 
may remember I was interrupted in my 
relation by the greyhound. The propo- 
faLthe Baron de Sigiignot made my mo- 
L: 3 ther 
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ificr of marriage, afflided her as much a»i 
k plcafed me. But what rendered her mare 
unhappy, was the difficulty (he faund in< 
,efcaping from his caftle. If-ihe attempt- 
ed it, (be concluded that. there would be 
a purfuit after her, that (he would be- 
brought back and ill-treated in confe* 
quence of her ralbnefs. Befides k wa^ 
rifquing the lo(s of oar cloaths, whkh 
were the only means of iubfiftance w€ bad 
hft. .But fortune ftood our friend and- 
delivered us. The Baroq, who was always 
of a favagc and cruel tempef, having.^ 
paffcd from the extreme of Tautal infepfi'^ 
bility to th e fofteft paflion of the humam 
ki^f^y 49ated to fuck rxcefs^ that he ^b^ 
folut-ely ficktned with love, ana ^ was even 
at the point of death. At the beginning 
^f Ifis iMnefs my mother herfelf attended.' 
him, but he always grew wqrfe whenever 
flie approached bun . As (he was a worn ail 
of an excellent underflanding, fhe noti^ 
tdd this, and took adt^amage df it. She' 
lold bis ier vants thit (he and her daughter 
f(itber i^tttfddd, than aflifted hi$ recovery, 
^Ad' therefore ifrtfeated them to procure 
}hs horfc^ tatajce us away, and a cart fori 
CV^t baggage;/ They appear^ rather tjfli 
willing ta'comply, A«rhcn the Curiate hap- 
ptned.tO come in,^ and finding the BaroEu 

dclirip.us,^ 
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delirioujs, toofe upon himfclf tb fumifti us 
with what we iblicitcd. Nfext day wc got 
our baggage,/^and having taken leave of 
ail the fervaots, buc particiilariy of the.oblii* 
ging Climate, we weae to.'lay at^a little vih- 
lagc, the nanieof which Ihaive-ifocgot ; 
but I know it is. the^p,Uicei wWf 'dit}^iient 
to fcek i'furgcon fbjr my mother, who 
wad wounded,^ when the Baron^s people 
niiftpok>usibr ff^cs. ■> We^pot up at ao 
iilnrf v^ne :our - r^ profeilion * was: feoa 
kiiGv^, 'ftM* looiriEjrheasdttlse chsmbeflmaid 
faf, •we ihaU'nciw hflfVe a 'plbyv for here's 
nioreofthe oompany corne^ From-whencc 
we cofliedured that there )¥flUB a ftrolting 
paiiy •Ira'r, wtffc'Whwn w^ mig&t gfit.ail' 
engagement. Nor were we <Jecgrv^, lof^ 
wert^day (after we had difcharged^he cart ^ 
and horfc»)'two of the a<ftors waited on 
us, and acquainted U5, that a man be- 
longing to the company and his wife had 
jaft 4cft thenu atid that if we were di^po* 
^d to join themi there was ikw a vacwcy. 
My mother who w^ ftill very handfomc, 
accepted' the propofal, and it was- agreed 
that (he Ifeould perform all the principal 
chara«»ers* For my part L did whatever 
ivas gi^en mt, for I wai not above thir- 
leca or fourteen years old. We reinaincd 
L 4 here 
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here i>nly about fifteen d^ij s, for the placer^ , 
was too imall to Ibpport us longer. Be^ 
fidesr my nnother was very vineafy to leavo 
it, and ^ at a greater idfftancc vfrom the 
Baron. : ^ . We- tp?av«lled ^ ^witboyi; .ftapping 
for, iwar.figsty* leagues^ -and at. tlic iirffi 
toWn'wb {slay«dv in, the niatiagerr of the 
CQjiip^y (whofe name was Bclleflcur^) 
i^adc propofaU c£ n^rriage' t6 my mo^ 
ther^ .; She ^ thanked him^ biit^tonjurcd 
him nat to tfiink of k^ itbaofor Jiier pad: 
liic wsd .noW ini i tber.d^diiiBl of ;life#k aad 
ihorebver haddetenaihed neVer: to «oter 
kkto the mafricd itate* fieUeffeur finding 
fic^'rdbliitkiii^ never priiScdber^inooe cm > 
ri5£^i;ig5&: We ramhiediibout^ tkc^ 
<?V:fov¥* yj:5^rJii, and twt with grc^Hfocccfe^ 
j.incri^ii&d ittiffatufce,: whilft i.iny iftothct. 
bccamie fo infirm that (he was no longer / 
able fio |)erfQt*ii* As :I happen^ : to be a 
f^ypunm wkh ^fee/miiwtaei:wd y^y wiell* 
likfed^mrJibe-«o©3pMy\iJber ^^^oi p$r^ 
WW gweo*Q.-pac-.'/ :Bfitte4€»*ui; findiog; it 
jii vain Ifl wpr<^;fticcfife mvhiftjaddrc^ 
to rr«y;n)aijb^, ^iwrjiadcfi. n[]e ih rtubrri^gcj^, 
She did not immedwely givebiuv^ianjan- 
fvyer ' to, . hiS;,' ftt bife^ion, iOf fti^vaa tX^ 
cceding wxigw to .gtt,ato ppporiEunUy'ol 
vifiting M^^illcS^) iA£.leii(gth6odi*^gl>Q5 
^ I diflblutioa^,, 
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difiblution approach, and forefteing the 
danger I Ihould be cxpofed to if left with- 
out a ptoti^ftcr, (he acquainted me of the 
manager's propofal, and neceflity obliged 
me to comply. .He was certainly old e- 
nbugh to be my father, but he was a mart 
of a mpft amiable chara6ter. In Ihorr,' 
my. mother had the comfort to fee tnc 
marriedi and died^ in a few day^ after- 
wards. As I was very young, her death 
afBidted me greatly, but time which Cures ^ 
every thing, re/lored^me to tranquility, 
and in fome time after I became preg- 
nant. 1- At length I was deHvercd or this 
daughter whom you fee,, Angelicii, who 
has already coft me fo many tears, and 
will be the ^aufe of my Jhedding more, if . 
I 'continue much, longer in this worljl. 
As (he was about to proceed, Dfeftiny in^ 
t^rupted her by pbfcrving, that" fh'e had 
every reafoh to expeft'happinefs^wkh her 
daughter, as Qie was upon the eye of be- 
ing married to a man of rank and quality. 
Cave was going to conclude hei^ .ftory, 
when Leander entered the room and fa- 
luted the whole company. He'' was dref- 
fed in a fuit of black, and had three v^* 
lets with him lilcewife in mourlnng. Fronr 
hence it- was concluded that his "faihtfr was 
. .L 5 dead.i 
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dead. The Prior of St. Lewis iinmedf^^^ 
atcly got up and took his leave, as I <haH 
for the prcfctit of the reader,, af^ linilhjr 
the chapter. 



C H A^ P. VI;. 

AS fooo • as tcandSr- had difcharged^ 
the punftilKo^s of ceremony on his -. 
arrival Deftiny told him,. that he hiuftc 
condole and rejoice with him in a breach. 
For if you have loft a father he continued, . 
you have caiBcd an eftate and title. Le- 
ander 'thanked him for his politenefs, but . 
frankly owned ^that he was not much . 
concerned for the death of his father, as ^ 
his great age and infirmities had' made, 
him long expedt it. Neverthelefs, he 
faid, it woulci be improper for him to\, 
make his appearance oa the ftage fo foon, 
and in a place too whtre he.was fo well. 

known ^ 
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knpwn. . But Ridded iic^i if yog give mp 
Jcave, i .will cpnt!i>pe in Ac cornpany 
without performing till fudi' time as I am 
farther fran^ tp^e^ : ^^ reqiidft mejt 
with gencf^l a^pprohatiop, ,a^d mtr\e^ 
atedy atter, j^tellaj^flc^jhi^^ thaj: 

tifeft yfh^c^e%<-fljf^lhzA6^C2LliQ{iJ:<;> adidre^ > 
Wrn, jje^i^err^plicd, my -Other's till? 
y^$:^arofl.4?;Rj9chpJP«;rfc;,.^ji^h pow J ' 
„%l^ ^ Jiibertj .to -f^flV^ev; Bu^, IJ^^fijC 
y^jjuto ^allj rpe.^iU j.jeander^.jtb:r^ j^,| ^ 
j^oiip ip ^h?ftinftm€>^^^^ ' 

_w€aith.c?r> figgfqr, -for ij; wfs.,ti?e oijje my * 
\A^€liGftjknfw me Jbiy, w^eo Ihe ^r^ rpa<^9 ' 
ig.r^tgrii'to cpyp^^ffion, 'jl^jhatii^hc pamf 
Jtam dct)prfn«ied; ;<^ bci^-* .f^flft i- pifilji 

3^*tpfju)filt|ieengag9n>^jhtlT^padp^ parr 
iip^v.A?l>P"<'^»wJ/o6tfihipgi^^pafl[|id i)CT 
^W<fW- Jiim^i^ Angqlica, I^V'^^ f.'^pwr " 
fVifWe JW^<^r?airelapii^g,|^eip, %i^^ 
)9«>t ftj#qg|«ly ;? ]<i^v^;j^>«)i^l^^,y ifii^^ - 
©uatKW; <?nj;5tb^X>f^i9n,h;JL^ 
foroJf*^ tjie co,n?|)*ny, thaf h^M f^tx^ ' 
4ii hi? agairs, ,^d fTi^9{V€;F ih^tt #? Ud 
gS^ifyp :B>0ijtbsr^ht aflvf9Gf /foiii ,^^s fq^ 

L 6 him^:, 
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hi'm, iri orde?4c?tu^piy'^hctn^^witfi**^ 

lofs f pr words to thanlr^himftrhfe- bouif* 
~ty. When 'Riagotin Who ftad 'been Tftther- 
ta Clc^t, ^t up, jhinifirrg hV Rad now 
got a'Hre bp6brtprHtjr of advanTrfhg biir- 
wf;"^ He toiathc cdmpatfy thSt^flfeyftcJed i 
not l^ *uncia^ at^teanU^f'sf dceKiiing 10 - 
perform, for that he would tindfei^ak^hik - 
partsi ^nd engage to fifl-'tfretfi^tfe^' their 
fatisfafaloxt. Birt Rbqufebrtfhi?, 'V\rH4 #ai ^ 
like tS' 'eyij' gcMusi' took' HtiiV by Mthe- 
Ihoillder, itid.' ptaimfhg fd- Ws''fi^i*^^^^'«^^ 
claimtd, dbn't you think^l&dits -ahd'^fen- 
tleoien that thii^ is- '^ ad miraMe^ifcSow 
fpr a hero. ; This farcafm.of^^fe^'pbet'i ^ 
was fo pointed, 'that. thtre - *wa»^*' gene?a?l 
laugh at pooi'Ttapotrh'is ex]i)trfi4j l^dwevcr 
Ddfflhy told jiwrt^hi^S/voaM'^oYiflde/ hthik 
propbfal, amf 'Iri^the iheah' time ^flced 
Cave to firiifli her ftory, and thatch* 
would fend for the Prior 6f St. Le*is to 
hear thi cohcliifibAi BUt-^fhe tcfla ^hitfl 
there was hb'ocfcafiioi?,' fbi^'that flie h0 
only alfew Words, more to-^dffi artd^hfcft 
refumed her ftoryas follows'. 1 think t 
left off at the^irth bf An^lica; I lik^^ 
wife told yoti of the two aftorsy who^ 
came to join the comfjariy, fcut did not 
inentibn itiki oise bf ' th^tn%ii dive, and 
^ - the 
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efe other, a perfon ^who ftfonaftdr quitted ^ 
t»s* ^tid.whofc place WAS' filled by pur po- 
cc. • Behold menow at the mod diftrcffing.: 
-{^ribd ofi>'n7y life. One day, on which 
-we wiere -to -pcrfortift the comedy of the • 
^ jMj^rt ' written by. the inimitable iComeille, 
'at' ^^WnirtFknders where weShcn were, . 
a^lady's fervsafwho was keeping, a place- 
for her,^^ h^pened to leave it in order to • 
go drinlcM He was not^ gone five minutes, , 
when th* feat was ^lankicfctly tak^n up by / 
oa»otherlddy« Immediately aftcf the , one ^ 
fot< whom^ !tiWasj«ngaged, came ' and po- - 
Kicly demanded btr places The other re- 
plied, that (he had* got pofleffion, and ^ 
that fhe would not budge unlefs forced to * 
- quit ir^ At length one word ^bjpifght pfi * 
another^ -till 4hcy.abfolutelyi)eg^ tppull i 
caps J - HoM^cvcr little otjm daipagc coukl \ 
have enfa«d. bad the^^qi^rrel been ton^ 
fined to thei»felv-«sir Bijt>tbe^ male part . 
of the audience ^interpofcd,f the relations ^ 
of t^k fownediparties.in fupp^t pf their - 
'^fHeiid,.i!ill«thes th^rc' was allcpnfufion,:. 
mt^ and' upioar^: which we ftood locking ; 
attbroogh the curtain. My hulband who - 
was to pwfornFi Dorant^, had a fword by 
his fide, and feeing about twenty mea 
naked, lefipt dawn fromthc ftage, and 
vhW9f -himfelf between the combatants, 

to 
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to try ifpofTiblci.to cjtieH thc' tumult.' 
Amidft the tonfufion whict pr-evaije^, . 
OD€ of the parties miflook him, and be- - 
fore he was aware,- run bim throijgfe che 
* heart. The inffeint I faw. hip/all, I riaiH* 
ed ihto the troad, and. threw n)yielf;upon 
*Ws bleeding, boidy* An^^lica^ ji^: was *- 
theA but a child, foilb4^ed nste ^hh fiimeks » 
and fruitlefs tears.^ The m?gifl;fates of- 
fered to obtain tne juftice, but J declined ^ 
.profecurtng a revern^, in the pftrftjjt of 3 
wliichy 1 J^antbd moMs to fuppwc mt» 
Ais foon ^^s i had feen my hujfcwid*s bpdy > 
; interred, v?e qtiittcd the town, jfor H>y 
i>art I wa« fo de>efied^' thajc I h^d' nw. .fpi-^ 
rit to appear on the ftage ^ aadt bu^ for 
the afliftance of Angelica,^' muft have funk 
utidtr ^ my misfortunes ; , iAt . ieftgtj^. ^y^e 
c^me toa town in Hcjia5dir 'wher^'pe 
met Mr. D'eftinyy his Sifter,, and Rflnc^r. - 
You offered to join u^ and we received 
the prdpofalwkh ttan^ort, , A§ l^r ibe 
Wft of Wy Adventures, I the. mmp^i^ \in • 
gthkr^X are €icquaintedvivitii thtei?!- , H^ ■ 
O^vc concluded ber ftory, and Ihcd ^b^- 
dance of tears after the recital, Stellg jeiQ-» 
lierly embraced her, and endeaypufed to » 
;C^nlbl* 4ier, with the pleafiag . pr/Ofpeift 5 
fte had from^hei* daughur'^capprgiaohing : 
. : , - ' .aUiwee. 
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aJfiincr. Gave attempted to reply, but 
-^ief quite choaked her utterance, and I 
iball therefore leave her to recover her- 
•felfj, ^and go in ^ fearcb of Ragotin . . 



CHAP. Vtl. ^ 

^e ^ainjenture of ihi Gibbe'L A Carriage 
arrives .full ;of Uohility^ . 

OUR comedians ' met with' great (kk< 
cefs in AllencoD. As their perform- 
ance was liked, they had every night, a^; 
crowded and brilliant audience. . Bufinefs > 
was conduced' without the leaft confufion : 
or diford^r, .nothing went wrong^. as Ra* 
gotin had not ahahd in it, fqr they took : 
care to give him nothing^to do, leaft the ill ' 
fate, which tonftantly attended him,^ 
ihould make him unluckily Ipoil it. This 
the little mart took in great dudgeon, fpr 
by the by, he bad a high opinion of his 

talents 
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talents' for the il-age. Th«ro was.nothuig- z 
ht ever meddled with,^ or undertook, but 
he marr*d by hrs "folly; or his vanity. 
Rancour, though the nioft in>proper per- 
idn breathing' for a confidant, was the : 
only one to whotn he'd "unbofoa* himfolf. 
To him 'he*d often complain, and afk'tf " 
it was not fbamcfijl, that a n)an of his 
talents, ftiould be treated fo cruelly. Hie 
other always took care- toiacquiefcc in his - 
opinion, and flatter his extravagant vanr-- 
ty, for he was fure to be p^id on the dou- - 
bte in-treatrfor his condefi:cnfion,'Or he* 
had too much ill-nature, to fpcafc well of ^ 
,^ny human being. There was a fmall • 
town about fifteen miles from Allencon, ^ 
called BeaumoTirle Vicomre,^rn which there 
was a large market every Moiiday. 1 1 fcems - 
Ragotin had fome money xlue to him ihctCy 
and fixed on that day" to go there^ in or^ 
dcr to receive it.. He acquainted 'the • 
Company with his refolution, and afkcd 
leave to go there, which was granted hirii.-- 
Rancour alked him' how- he intended to • 
travel, the little man repljed, on foot, for • 
as it was but a fmall difrance, and tradcf- 
men walking there every day, who would 
be company to him, he thought it b<?ttcr 
to fave the price of hmng a hprfe. Ac- 
cordingly he went and afked a p?dlarlwhd 

^ Kved • 
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lived next' door to him, and had corinec-? 
tions at Beaumont Ic V icomte, . whether he 
Avas difpofed to -walk there on the Monday 
following^ r The. other replied, he would^, 
f^rovidcd>H%Qtin^ouid fet out with him v 
as (oQA^a^ ever 1 the moon ro&v which was . 
about aar'houri after niidnighi. Though 
Ragotb^had no great ftomach to travel at : 
fwcb a feafon,^ yet .rather than go? withotji . 
a companion,, or he; at xhe cxp«nccof bi-r 
rJng.a horfc be agreed to it;. A Iktle be- 
fefe tbcy: left home, i poorfmichfct out 
qn tlie f^me roadr He had.g wallet filled . 
Mtiik nails .and tools on his back, and was» ^ 
aciruftomed to follow the tradcfmen of a 
market day, in order ta earn a penny by 
f^ftemng Qir a; hoffe's (hx)e, iftit Ihould^ 
come loofe As he law nobody either be-* 
fore- or behind him, he judged that h» 
If4d gpt up too early. Befides, he was. 
ik'izfd with a panic, when ihc rccoUefted 
tJaat iw multp.af$ ctofe tOcA gibbet^ where - 
\i\^fi tw43 * number of criminals .ftrung 
upu :JH^ ^cfefore: ftept^ behind a hedge, 
a^d. laid his head: down upon^ little hiU 
Iqcjc^.in. order; to take a.nap,».till fomc 
^m p^cd . by* . Kq had . not \am there 
il^ng,' when Ragotin ^nd tbe.Pedlar came 
up/i. b^t as neither of thepa fpoke, they 
did> noi; difturb. him. At kogth xhcy acr - 

rived.. 
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rived at the gibber, wl-ttclt^foortis'Jft'a- 
gotin defcried,;, he pr^rofed cotmtiftg the 
bodies that were hiitging^ on k. His fel- 
low travellci5 vw^a h^ppyenedito be^a good- 
natdnid ca% wmpeycd ma|i) cotfaplwd- 
with tfais'whiiDficabvharnotut, and accord*- 
ingjy tfiey dime up to' the gifcber^ B\St. 
w^hcn they were nearer, they perceived-* 
one o£ the bodies^ had fallea down. Ra* 
.gpttin who never JLitidcttookra» abfurdkf^^ 
withotit:bdng^ dcteimiilRdtd go thmjigh^ 
with itjjafked the Pediar tb iiffift/biw td- 
bang up the. dead cfarcars again^ which • 
they accompliflied fwitliout much difficul- 
ty^ as it was. quite ft iff and dry. Then 
havingfqund thatichenewere fifteen bung^ 
befidcB this iWlaw:,'.ithey ■ proceeded oh • 
their journey. T^ey had not g(5ne twen- 
ty paces, when: Ragoiin, dcfiroos to ^ive 
a fpccim^n of bis turn for raillery, ob- 
fer vdl, that he ^ liad • fdrgoti vo '■ enqu ire of 
t^^eigenrf«'man lie had jtiSr; fixed c^ tb6^ 
gibbet, < whether he jwould tra^^^d A^rth . 
thehii or no. He therefore hallowed out» > 
will you join company^ Sir ? -The Smith « 
whom I mentioned before, being bnJy in < 
dozCi, immediately poufed ;4imfelf;' and 
imaginihg that it w^s tohwn' tfhey fpe^ke, 
cried out^ yes, gentleffieni r will, If yoU^H 
wait for mp. . The Pedlar and R^gotin 

tjSiing, 
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taAcfng It for gra«tecl, that it was the 
ghoft'Of the crijiiinil who fpoke, ran as 
k' the- devil. was at their heels. In f he - 
mean time the Smith continued tl> purfuc- 
them, with his tdols and irons clinking at : 
his back, which increafed the apprehen-^ 
lions of our heroes fo much, that thefr- 
mad^ a dead ftand, quite overcome witlV 
terror and fatigue. As foon as the Smith 
overtook them, the Pedlar knew him, to 
the great joy of Ragdtin, who -e^fipefted; 
i^othing lefs than <leath for his pfeftimpt- 
ion. In fliort, as they were all equally 
frightened, they were fooh reconciled, 
and travelled in company together to. 
Beaumont, where Ra^tin difpatched whar: 
lie had to do, and next day returned to . 
Allencon. He. related the adventure to 
the players, who were ready to expire- 
vi^ith laughiifg at the recital. In the height . 
of, their mirth they were inturrepted by 
the arrival of a carriage full, of country 
gentry, It was a Mr. de Frefney> who > 
wtho was going to give away ia marriage 
Ivi5 only daugi»ter, and was now come to , 
requell, the comedians v^ould celebrate the 
(\yptials, by performing a play, at his 
l>oulV. The aftors told him that they 
mull have time to prepare themfclves, 
ajjd.hf; alJpw.edT them eight days. He. 
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2nd, his company then went ito'dinile*i>' 
and immediately afterwards fet out again* 
The Prior of St. Lewis came to vifit 
bis theatrical acquaintances. Scellatold- 
him that he >yas wekome, for that^he had- 
iivcd her*the trouble of fending -Olive' 
for hin^H as (he^intendcd, in order to-claim' 
hispromife i but he did not (land ip need 
of fo much inif^tyj for he declared, he 
came fot that purpofe** .The adlrefles 
feated themfekcfton thf bed^ dnd the ac« 
tors on the <:hair9^ They^ next made the 
door faft, and left-ordei^ wit^h the fervant 
that they were not at homei if enquired 
ioT. There was a general filence* Then- 
the Prior related what you will find in the 
following chapter, if ..you'll take the tcou-* 
bletorcad ic. 
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XJfe Hiftofy of tht Prior of Sf. Lems^ mi 
Ubt ikrival of ^. dt Vcryille^ 

THE beginning of this hiftbry muft 
be rather tedious, as it treats mere- 
'ly of kindred and geneaology. However 
it appears to me necelfery, for the better 
•underftanding of what follows. ^I *was 
born in this town, of a good family. Both 
my grandmothers were women of quality, 
but being younger -daughters, and there- 
.fore having little or no fortune, they were 
married, one toawoUen and the other to a 
J^nnen-drapen My grandfather by my 
father's fide had four Ions, of which, he 
was the ddeft. My mother's father had 
two fons and two daughters. When (he 
married my father, he was declined in 
•years, and had dropped bis bufmefs in 
order to follow the law, which was the 
xaufe I had not fo ample a provifion as I 
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^iriight have had. Indeed on my mother^ 
"-fide it was rather a match of obedience 
vthan chaice. They lived together for fe- 
veral years before they had any- iffue, at 
^length my mother became pregnant, and 
having gone her ufual time, brought me 
into the world. I was baptized two day« 
after my birth. With refpeft to the name 
1 got. it is nd way t>tfrtiricnt to nly ftofjr^ 
1 had a rich nobleman for my g-od-fathec. 
who was a neighbour of my fatner's, and 
very intimate with him. As 1 was an 
only child I wa? rcarM very tenderly^ pfr* 
baps too nauchfo, foroneoimyTariki How- 
ever as i did not turn out a blockhead when 
I grew up, I was greatly carefled by eve- 
ry bQdy, but chiefly by my godfather^ 
yrho had byt.'Qne. daughter, and Ihe wat 
maifried to a relation of ray mother*s. 
She had two fon$5 one a year elder, t;hja 
otb«r a year younger than t w^s, butaU 
together asclownifli anddull,as I appeared 
fprigbtly ^r?d intcUjgent* This made ow 
gddTfiathlBi: often fend fOr me' when he ha^ 
(torfipariy, and fometioies he would h'^vc! 
the firft nptility with him. J fun^, dan,-, 
vcod, a^nd chatter'd avvay4:G entertain theni, 
-and I was always kept ip neat, that I was 
fit to appear any whpre. Me wpuld have 
-^rfiade.iHiy for^vwie, had he ilved, but he. 
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^vas fiiidenljr cut dS^ ©^ ^ Jourfn^' t6 P^- 
risj At ihat ticncNhis rdeath ttiiie V^ty 
little rmpfeffion an me^ but the lofi I fut 
tained by it, has made m^ pfteti bitterly 
htneni it fince. My itiocher fciit me to^ 
colld^^ and I applied to my ftoHitt #«th 
great imiuftry 5 but vvhicnfflie fe\^ that my 
irtcfination led.me t<irthe*churcfai^fhe had 
me immediately called home, in order 
to, launch me into the world, notwlth- 
ftaiwJing the fokmn vow (he ttmie before 
licii ^pregnamcy, of confecra^mg-the fruit 
ol'-'berrHfomb tathe-fefviceof God, ifht 
would blcfi hir with an offspring. Sh« 
was quite difFereht from other mcrthefs, 
who c ufually take pains to withold from 
tfecir .xbildren the m>dans of diflipation. 
Fbr ftieifconftamljr fuppliad m^ with mh 
iwf that I may:iridfidge.myfrff*at tvtry 
puWic amufemeht, Neverthelefs ^s I was 
. not xicioviffy inclined L never obfef ved her 
bounty. :I . had contracfkcd a- ftri61 intima- 
cy, wlih a young fellow fo me years older* 
tHajajnyfelfii^^whd was fort^ to an' officer, 
and iwho bad two ftflieri^. His father had 
;a.hodfc'in this ' beautiful park, which a^ 
you^mOT faa-ire hcatd,.wa$ formerly the refi* 
dencgi of *he Dukes of AUencon. Att 
hii^^Oflfeflfonshere, were a grant ffOmtJie 
^QUti«i lifeTx#ref^> on whom A^CWtchy 
* t was 
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^as fettled, wc palled our time in ^Btc 
park with delight and tranqumity« but 
wc palled it'Jikcfchildren^ without refleft- 
ing on the|)refent» or dreaming of'tbe 
future* lean never call to mind thefe 
days of innocttaoe tunl pleafbre without 
regret j I can ncvdr trca4 tKe -fecnes df 
my <arly ^oymenc *without a figh. 
When my heart Avasa ftranger toangutfiH 
and my griefs and diiappointments like 
April clouds, foon fucceeded and diffipa- 
ted by funflunc. My friend's fatho:^ 
wbofe name was dc Frefne,; bad a^brother 
an officer in ;the King's 'houlhdkl, who 
fent ^ to him for his foa, in *4»rder to 
provide for him. Before his departure 
he came to take leave of njt, and itbii 
was the firft time I ever, -frft grief* 
We wept bitterly at fcparating,. I had 
ibon greater caufe of afflidion, for in 
about three months after, his mother 
informed me of his death* 1 fek 
this misfortune as ftrOngly as one of my 
age was capable of, and J went to mingle 
my tears wicii his filler on ^is melancho- 
ly occafion. But when timd, which can 
remove the Iharpell afBiftion^ had income 
ipcafure alleviated this, Mrs* ;d^ :Frefne, 
came one day to rcquelt my mother would 
Jet me^ to give her youijgpr ddnghtco- 
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fbme inftruSions for writing, (Ihe was cal- 
led da Lis, in order to diftinguifh her 
from heir elder filler, who bore the family 
name) Ihe told her that the writing-mafter 
who taught her was gone away, adding, 
that though there were feveral others, they 
were unwilling to teach in private houfes, 
and that (he did not think it proper for 
one of her daughter's rank to be fecn 
ramibling to fchool. She begged pardon 
for the liberty (he had taken, but hoped 
it would be placed to the fcore of friend- 
ftiip. She concluded with oblcrving, that 
it might be the means of bringing about 
an affair of more confequence, meaning 
our marnaeej which they had long deter- 
mined on between themfelves. My mo- 
ther propofed it to me, and the moment 
I had difted, I flew to execute her com- 
mands, feeling even then a fccret impulfe 
a<5tuate me, but which I could not ac- 
count for, nor indeed took the trouble to 
refleft on. I was fcarce^ eight days in my 
new employment, when du Lis, who was 
by much the handfomer of the two fitters, 
grew very intimate with me, and would 
often in rallery call me her little matter. 
It was then my heart firft began to expe- 
rienqe emotions it was before a ftrangcr 
to, and it was the fame with du Lis. We 
M beeamc 
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became infeperablc, jmd our greateft plear 
fure w^ to be left akinp, a happinefs wc ' 
often eajoyed. Thi? delightful intercourfc 
continued for about fix monthsj without 
#>ur ever exchanging f^ fyU^ble on the fub- 
jeft of the ps^Tion which ppffcffed us, ex- 
cept in the Ijanguage of the eyes. One 
day I attempted to celebrate her, beauty 
in verfe, but a? it was my firft eflay, I 
failed. I then began to fludy our beft 
romances and poets, and in reading the 
works of Marot, I met with the following 
lines, which I th^Dught admirably adapted 
lb my pqrpofc. 

Bright Silvia oft in frolic names 
Young Damop for her njafter ; 
And yet the wanton only aims 
. Then fix his chains the fatter : 



Did flie defign indeed to blcfs 
She'd not as matter greet him ; 
The term ne'er makes her jpow'r the lefs. 
The like a miftrefs treat him. 

I gave her thefc verfes, and I perceived 
by her countenance, th^t fhe re^d thiem 
with ple^fure* She put them into her 

bofom 
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bo(bm, Yrom whence they dropped, and 
were afterwards picked up by her elder 
fifter. As foon as fhe had difcovered her 
k)fs and the perfon who had found them, 
Ihe requcfted her to reftore them again^ 
which the other making fome difficulty of^ 
(he went and complained to her ntotber^ 
who immediately obtained them for her. 
This accident gave me great hopes ; yet 
ftill my family difheartened me. Whilft 
time thus glided away infenfibly^ my fa* 
ther and mother, who were far advanced 
in life, confulted about getting me awife, 
and one day broke the matter to myfdf. 
My mother acquainted mt with the de- 
fign ihe had formed of nutching mc with 
Mifs du Frefne^ as I have already related ; 
but my father, being a very worHly man, 
replied, that, her family was too great for 
me ; and belides that,, ihe had tvax, nKiney 
enough. As X was an only fon^ and my 
father very rich, and as I was likewife 
heir to my uncle, my alliance was courted 
by many % but I could, think (j£ no one but 
my dear du Lis. There happened to be 
at that time troops raifing herctaracarch- 
i&tD Denmark^ under the command^ of 
Count Montgomery, finding rayfeif per- 
fecutcd and perpfexed with thie foticita- 
tions of my parcfita to marry, and feeing 
M 2 no 
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no profpcft of iDy •obtaining the wom^nl 
really loved,- I ilctcrmified to go into the 
. trmy, and accordingly entered a volunteer, 
with three of jmy acquaintances, who f<5C 
out upon, the ftnic expedition. My fa- 
ther/and- mother were inconfolable at my 
.^departure •, the latter, in particular, whom 
.grief wbrought tO the gates of death. I 
. did not know what efFcft it had on du Lis, 
, as I kept every thing a fccret from her; 
I, but fhe has fince told me. We embarked 
. at Havre-de-Grace, and had a fair and 
r pleafant gale till we canie near the Sounc^ 
I then a violent ftorm arofe, which difpcrfed 
our little fleet, and drove the Count's fhip, 
inf which I was on board, to the mouth of 
the river Thames, from whence we were 
taken by the tide up to London, the me- 
tropolis of England. We remained here 
for fix weeks, during which time, I had an 
opportunity of vifiting every thing curi- 
ous in this vaft and magnificent city. 
Coupt Montgomery determined to return 
home, but as I did not choofe to accom- 
pany him, I afked his permiflion )o take 
the rout to Paris, which he granted. I 
therefore embarked on -board a veflH 
bound for Rouen, where I arrived without 
meeting an accident. I then hired a boat 
which brought me up to P«iri$, where^I 

IPCt 
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itter with a near relation, who was wax* 
chandler to the King. By his inrereft I 
got into the guards •, Jic likea'ifc fupplied . 
me with cloaths and money. To that 1 was 
enabled to rank with fcveral young fellows 
of excellent families, who' carried the 
mufket as well as myfelf. At this period 
there was an infurrc6tion of the nobility 
with the Duke of Orleans, the King's bro- 
ther at their licadi but their rebellious de- 
ligns were defeated by the vigilance and 
abilities of Cardinal Richlieu. However 
it oceafioned his Majefty to march into 
Bretagny with a formidable power. Wa 
arrived at Nants, where the Count dc 
G-alais was the firft who loft, his head for 
being a rebel. This ftruck fuch a terror 
through the reft, that they all applied for 
|7ardon, and his Majefty returned peace- 
ably to Paris. He paffed through the 
town of Mans, where my father, notwith* 
ftanding his age and infirmities, ^was come 
in fcarch of me •, for he had been inform- 
ed by his relation in Paris, that I was in 
the guards. He applied for my . dif- - 
charge and obtained it. We then return- 
ed back to this town, where my fa- 
ther and mother determined at all events 
to get me married, in order to pre- 
vent my rambling in future, I was intro- 

M 3 duced 
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duced for this purpofe by a relation of my 
jwn to a young Lady who lived about 
three leagues from this, but after an hour's 
coflverfacion which I had with her, when 
i^y coufiti adced me how I liked her ; I 
replied coldly, not at all. Not becaufc 
Ihe was not handfome,-or my equal in for* 
tunc, but I beheld every woman with ih- 
diffcrence after du Lis, who had the en- 
tire poflefiion of my heart. I had an un- 
cle, by my mother's fide, of whom I ftood 
in great awe. One afternoon he came to 
cur boufc, and rated me feverely, for my 
contempt, as he termed it, of this young 
Lady. He told me, that I muft vifit her 
again at the aproaching Eafter, for that 
it was an alliance my fuperiors would 
tfttem themfdves honoured in obtaining. 
1 was fo much intimidated from hi9 man- 
ner of fpcaking, and fo barrafTcd. from 
continual pcrfecution upon the lame fub- 
jeft, that I had not fpirits to makje him a 
reply. At the enfuing feftival, I went, 
accompanied by my coufin, to viGt my 
intended bride. We ftaid three days at 
her father's, during which time there was 
aiothing but feafting and merriment to 
make us welcome We likcwifc went to 
vifit an uncle of the young Lady*s, who 
who was curate at a large country town 

^Imoft 
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ateioft a league from her father's houfe, 
where we met with a moft crordial recep- 
tion ; in (hort, I returned as I w^nt ; that 
is to fay, as infcnfible to love as before. 
However it was determined we (hould be 
married in a fortnight. Accordingly at 
the expiration of that term, 1 went back 
etcompanied by three of my coufms, two 
lawyers, and an attorney •, but by good 
fortune, nothing was concluded on, and 
the marriage was put off till the foU 
lowing Wbifuntide 5 but the old proverb 
which fays, / Man propofes, but God dif- 
• pofc,* was verified in theprefcnt in- 
ftance. For my fathci- was taken ilia 
few days before the feftival I have irienti- 
onedi and my mother immediately after, 
and both their difeafcs terminated in death. 
My mother expired on Tuefday, and my 
ftither the ThorfUay following. I myfelf 
t6o, was^xctedingly indifpofed ; however 
r muttered up what littfc ftrcrigth I had 
kft, and went to vifit riiy uncle, for he 
was confined to his bed bf a f^vere fie of 
fiekntfi, which put a perion to his ex- 
ifteftce in fifteen days* As foon as decency 
\ifrouk} permit^ my friends fpoke to me a- 
born, the young Lady who' had been pro- 
pofed \o me for a wife ; but I would not 
Hften to it, as there was nobody now liv- 

M 4 ifyy 
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ing who had a right to fway my inclinjp. 
lion^: befides my heart lay in this park, 
where I often indulged my felf in a melan- 
choly walk, but more frequently wander- 
ed there in imagination. One morning 
early, before I expeded any one was up at 
Mr. de Frcfne's, I pafled by his huufe, and- 
was aftonifhed to hear du Lis finging in ai 
balcony, the old fong which has the fol- 
lowing repitition aa the coDclufion of eve- 
ry vtric, 

ff^by is the idol of my Joul away ? 

Her well known accents thrilled fweetly to 
my heart, which fluttered and trembled, 
} approaching ber,^ as if eager to quit my 
brcaft, and feize the part it feemed con- 
fcious of poflfcjOlnginhers. Her prefcnce 
threw me into fuch an agitation^ that I 
cou'd fcarce open my lips. However, I 
told her, as . well as I could cxprefs it, 
that I hoped (he had no longer caufe to 
lament the abfence of a lover ; and that if 
fhe would once more liften to my addref- 
{i:^j (he would find me the moft faithful 
and pa(rionate • of men. She replied, by 
inverting the words of the fong (he was 
finging, 

Bdoli 
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Behold the idd of my heart is near, 

I intreated her to give mt a proof of the 
fincerity of this declaration, by opening 
the door and letting me in This flie in- 
ftantly complied with, and I was received 
by the whole family with all their former 
tcndernefs and affedion. Her mother 
aiked me how I could be fo cruel, as ne- 
ver to vifit them ? but owned that /he at- 
tributed it to the illhcfs and death of my 
parents J however (he advifed me not to 
yield too much to grief, but indulge my-r 
felf in amufements as ufual; and fn a 
word; that I would be always wdcome at 
her houfe. - I attempted to make a reply, 
bgt my thoughts were fo entirely occupi- 
ed with my, dear du Lis, that I fancy it 
was too confufed for her to make any 
fe'nfeofit. I was invited to come next 
morning to a milk breakfafl, which in 
thrs- country,, you know is^hought a high 
treat ; and a delicious one' it is, anfwtrred 
Stdla •, but let itie not interrupt you, Sir. 
The Prior cohtinued» when I was about 
to take my leave, du Lls's rhother alkcd 
me, if it would be agreeable to me to ac- 
company her and her daughters on a vifu to 
an old Gentleman, a relation of their's, 
M 3 who . 
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who lived. two leagues off.. I replied, 
that fhe would have made mt much hap- 
pier^ if (he had delivered this as an abfo* 
lute command, rather than enjoined it 
as a rcqueflt. The journey was 6xtd for 
next day. The mother rode la frlulc of 
her own, the elder daughter rode ^ beaft 
belonging to her father, and my dear du 
Lis travelled behind me. I leave you to 
judge what was our conveffatioii on the 
road 5 for my part, I do not renleratber a 
fyllable of it. All 1 can tell you, is that du 
Lis and I parted from the reft of Ae com- 
pany to enjoy without interruption rhofe 
delicate pleafures, which ever fpring from 
fincereand mutual affeftion. From thattime 
my vifits became more frequent, and con- 
tinued during the whole fummer and au- 
tumn following. It would be tedious to 
relate the particulars of what paffed at 
quf feveral interviews. Though they af- 
forded me the moft exquifite delight, I fan- 
cy few but enamoratos, couMrehlh a detail 
of them. However I cannot help dwell- 
ing upon the calm joys I have often 
tafted under the Ihadc of this foreft, 
when retired from the buftle o| compa- 
ny, with the dear partner of my affec- 
tion. At the time the heat of the fun 
was fcorching and intojerablc, we have 

fat 
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fat under the covert of this wood, up- 
on th^ brink of the beautiful river 
which divides it. What Iweet fenfations 
have I felt' as the breeze came wafted 
fre{h from it's bofom, whilft my dear 
du Lis fat by my fidd markirtg the 
tranquil progrefs of the ftream, dimp- 
ling into eddies, and kifling the fedgc 
as it wheeled along. Thefe were the 
fweeteft moments of my life; and even 
in recolleftion give me pleafure. One 
day as I was bufied making cyder, du 
Lis came to enquire for . me. I difco- 
vercd at once by he)r countenance, that 
fonlething ditturbed her mind, n6r Was 
I deceived in my conjefture ; for after 
i^allyidg me a little on my drefs, a,nd the 
fituation (he fouhd in, fhe took me afide 
and told me, that the Gentleman, whofe 
daughter was at her brother- in law's, had 
brought another with him, whom he in- 
tended propoftng to her for a hufband, 
and that (he had ftole out in order to ac- 
quaint me of this. Though I am certain, 
continued (he, I can never countenance his 
paflion, or be brought to yield t6 fuch a 
match, ftill I would much rather you 
would contrive fome method of diverting 
him from his purpofc, than fuffer me 
to be teazed with his addreffes. I bad 
M 6 her 
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her return home immediately, anH appear 
chearful and unconcerned as ufual, in or- 
der to prevent fufpicien, but that (He 
might depend, this new fuitor fhouW give 
her no fariher uneafinefs* after to-morrow 
at noon. Du Lis w^s traofported at the 
promifc I had' made her, and went. back 
immediately. For my part, I abandoned 
my cyder prefs to the care of my fcrvants,. 
went home and drefled, then proceeded ia 
fcarch of fome particular intimates I had^ 
for you muft know, that there were fifteen 
young fellows of us, who had each his 
Javo\irue miftrcfs^ and all lived in fuch 
harmony, that whoever offended one^ of- 
fended the whole. But what gave the 
firmeft cement to our friendibip» was a 
vow we had made to unite in oppofing any 
one who fhould attempt to rival ys. I 
acquainted this little party with what 
you have juft heard,- and they all a- 
greed to go in fearch of the fpark wha 
came to take away my miftrcfs, and con)- 
pel him to refign his pretenfions. Ac- ' 
cordingly we proceeded to his lodging, 
where we foiind him at. fupper, with the 
pcrfon who was to introduce hfm We 
treated him with no kind of ceremony, but 
told him at once, that if he confulted his 
fafety, he'd decamp immediately, and not 

put 
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put us to the ncceffity of obliging him to 
do it His friend replied^ that we were 
unacquainted with, their bufinefs here, and 
that thpugh we did know it| it did not 
concern us, I then advanced, and clap- 
ping my hand to my fwo»^d, replied, that 
I was deeply concerned in the bufinefs he 
carne about, and that unlcfs he dropt all 
notion of profecuting it farther^ I would, 
take care to put a final check to his pro- 
oexrdings. My rival anfwered, that wc 
were not upon an equality, or I dare not 
fpeak thus. 1 told him, J couJd foon ad- 
juft that matter, then .chbofing one of my 
companions for afecond, Idcfiredhim.and 
his frie^id' to follow me^ which they were 
going iodo, but were prevented by the land- 
lord, and one of his fons, who told them, 
tl^ey had much better go about their bu- 
finefs,. and not meddle with us. The 
Gentlemen took* their advice, and have 
never been heard of fince. Next day I 
went, to vifit du Lis, to whom I related 
the whole tranfadion. She was greatly 
rejoiced at what had happened ; but de- 
clared, that (he often repented of having 
ipoken to me, left, what (he propofed 
might expofe me to any danger. As 
v\?inter and the long nights came on, we ' 
found our evenings pafs very heay-, there- 

fore 
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fore I refolvcd t6 give a ball, but firft con- 
fulted du Lis, whom I found very well 
difpofed to rcKfh the entertainment. 1 
ntict afked htr father^s pcrmiffioil aiid ob- 
tained it. The Sunday* following we 
had a dance, and had fevi^ral more at dif- 
ferent times after 5 but they always 
brought fuch a cro^d of company, that 
du Lis advifed rile to drop therti and 
think of^ fbme ot!hef amufement. I theft 
propofed ftudying a ^Jay, which was put 
. in execution, liere Stella interrupted him, 
and faid, now you nfention a play, are 
your adventures much longer, for its 
growing late, arid I fancy fupper time is 
a4nioft at hand. The Prior replied, that 
there wats near as much more at leaft to 
relate. It was therefore thought beft to 
defer the coridufioh till fome other tirtie, 
in order to give the aftors art opportunity 
of ftudying their parts. But if there was 
no fuch caufe to break off the ftofy, the 
arrival of M. de Vervile muft haVe ftdiit 
it, who entered the room Where they 
were fitting without interruption, as 
the centinel placed at the door had 
fallen allcep. The ccnipany weri fur- 
prifed at thii unexpected vifit. .He af- 
fured both adtors and aftreffcfe, that -he 
Was exceedingly glad to fee them ; 

but 
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but chiefly Dcftiny, whom he embra- 
ced feveral times, and moreover ac- 
quainted him with the reafon of his 
journey, as you will find in the fol- 
lowing chapter. 



CHAP. 
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Defiifiy and L€and&^ re/Qlve to^tfpoufe SteUa 
and Angelica. . 

TH K Prior of Saint Lewis was for 
retiring, but Deftiny rrquefted that 
he would (lay to fupper, adding, that Mr. 
de Vervile, had likcwifc promifed to do 
him that honour. The hofteJs was aiked 
if Ihe had any thing good in the houfc, 
to which Ihe replied- in the affirmative 5 
the cloth \^as then laid, and an excellent 
fupper fcrved up in a little time after. 
Several toafts were drank, and every tx)- 
. dy was in high fpirits. As foon as the 
table was cleared, Deftiny afked Mr. de 
Verville the reafon of travelling into 
thele parts. He ftid, that it was not on 
* account of the death of his brothcr-inlaw, 
Saldaigne, for whom his fifters were as 
little concerned as himfelf; but having 
fome bufinefs of confequence to tranfaft 
at Rennes in Bretany, he had turned out 
of his way, merely for the pleafiire pf fee- 
ing 
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i»g them. "Deftiny then acquainted hini' 
with Saidaignc*s bafe defign, and the fuc* 
ccfeofitv and in (horc, with all which^ 
yovi' have alri^ady read upon the fubje«5t., 
Vervillc fhrugged-up his (boulders, and. 
declared that he thought he defcrved the* 
fate he had met wkh. After fupper lie 
began to cpntraft an intimacy with the 
Piior, who having drank a few glaflcs of- 
wine, wi(hcd the company a good night,, 
and withdrew. Verville then tookDeltiny. 
aAde, and alked him why Lcandcr was in- 
black) and what was the reafon fo many 
fervants were alfo in mourning. Deftiny 
explained the matter to him, and at the 
faa>c tin>c informe4 him of Lcander's rc- 
foluti^a toefpoufe Angelica* And when 
do you imend to venture upvonmacrimony, 
replied VeVville ? I think it is full time 
to tlirow off the maflc. and let the world 
know wbo you are, which can only be 
effc<5ted by marriage \ adding, that if he 
and Lcandcr were expeditious, he woukl. 
v/aic for bvuh their weddings, Dclliny's an-. 
fwer was, that he mud fnft confult Stella; 
accordingly (he was frnt.for, and when, 
the matter was broke to her, (lie faid (lie^ 
would always acquicfccln the better jpdge- 
nicni oi Ixcr friends. In fine, it wasrefolv* 
td, that OS foon as VcrviUc had difpatched 

hia 
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bufinefs at Rennes, which he might do m 
fifteen days at fartheft, he was to return 
to AUencon, and every thing was to be 
concluded. Vervillc then wiihed the 
conopany a good night, and retired to 
bed. Next day he fct out for Bretagny, 
and immediately upon his arrival at Ren- 
nes, went to vifit Mr. Garrouffiere. After 
the ufual ceremonies, that Gentleman in- 
formed him, that there was at that time^ 
a company of comedians in town^ one 
of which had a ftrong refcmblancc to Cave. 
The day following he went to the plajr^ 
in order to fee this perlbn, but the inftant 
he beheld his face, he was perfuadcd that 
he was nearly related to that aftreft. When 
the play was over, he went behind the iccnes 
and fpoke to him j aflced him where he 
came from, and how long he had been in 
the company ? To thefe queftions he made 
fuch replies, as convinced Vcrville that he 
was the brother Gave had loft when her 
father was killed by the Baron de Sigo- 
nac's page, This he frankly owned him- 
felf, adding, that he had often enqmred 
for his fifter, but without fuccefe. Ver- 
ville then told him, that fhc wjls in ai com- 
pany of players at Allencon, and that (he 
had had leveral misfortunes •, but that (he 
was now in fight of profperity, as ftic had 

a very 
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a very fine girl a daughter, who was go- 
ing to be married to a young Lord, with 
an cftate of twelve thouCind livres a year. 
He informed him, that he .was to be at 
-the wedding •, and that all his fitter wanted 
to compleat her happinefs was to find him. 
The comedian afked Mr. de Verville, to 
grant him the honour of accompanying 
him, which the other immediately com- 
plied with. In the mean time, he let about 
concluding the bufincfs which brought him 
to Ren..cs, which we (hall leave him to 
-tranfaft, and return to our fiicnds at Al* 
lencon. The fame day, Mr. dc Verville 
departed for Bretagny, the Prior of St. 
Lewis, came to acquaint the players, that 
he was fent for by the Bilhop of Sees, a- 
bout fome affair of importance, but pro- 
mifcd upon his return to come and give 
them the fcquel of his adventures. He 
then fct out on his journey, and they be- 
gan to prepare for their departure. 



CHAP. 
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G R A P X. 



/iP'^^/ barpnid en thf RoadloFfefnay. ^ A^' 
' Jrtjh mj^ir^johuh hJilR&goiiny 

^T^HE day. before the weddWg, ^ 
•** coach ai>d feme faddle horfes were 
lent to the Dlay€r*.t Deftiny^ Leandcr^ 
OJive, and the women, got into the carri-^ 
ages, and the reft of the company mounted 
the horfcs. As for Ragotin, he rode his own 
bcaft^ whkH was now recovered of a lamc*^ 
ncfs it had, and ft ill irvhfe poflcfion, becaufc 
nobody would |H3rchafe it from him. He 
endeavowFcdtop^TfuadeStelkor Angelica > 
to come behind him, .alledgins:, that they 
would fu -much eafieron horfc back, than i» 
uicJ) a joking uneafy conveyance^ however r 
his politenefs was loft, as neither one nor • 
the other would accept of his ofFer. Jn tra-^ 
veiling from AUencon. to Frefnay, it is^ 
xieceflkry to to pafe through part of the 
foreft of Perfaine, which lies in the pro- 
vince of Maine. They h^d not proceeded 
far in the foreft, when Ragotin, who al- 

ways 
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^ays led the van, hallowed out to the 
coachman to ftop, for that he defcrled 
a troop of horfemen approaching them. 
Though his advice was not taken^ in mak- 
ing a ttand, yet every man fet himfelf up- 
on his guard. When the horfemen drew 
nearer, Ragdtin -declared it was Rappi- 
nicre with his arChers. Stella turned pale 
at this intelligence, but Deftiny aflured 
-her that the villain dare not infult them 
before his archers, and fo many of Mi;; 
dc Frefnay*s fcrvants -, befides, that tliey 
.were now very near that Gentlemants 
houfe. Rappiniere knew them . at once, 
and coming up to the carriage, fthited 
the aftors and aftreffes. He t^. them 
that he was in purfuit of fame? Kighway- 
jTjen,-who, iie was inforna^d'had takea 
this rout. Whilft^he fpeaking to the 
Ladies, a very mcttldfomcbeaft belong, 
'ing to one of his.-^rthers, leaped upon 
Ragocin's borfe*s. neck, which frightened 
the creature, fo -much, that he fell back 
with his rider, and got entangled amongft 
. the .briars tand trees which jgrew every 
inhere exceedingly clofc. Some of the 
{branches happened to be dry, and one of 
ithem unluckily faftened.in Ragotin's 
doublet; as it goaded him feverely, he en- 
.jdeavourcd to extricate himfelf by fpurring 

the 
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the horfc,-but the moment the animal 
fprung forward, little Ragotin was left/ 
fufpended in the air, without any thing 
to fiipport him but the bow of the tree. 
He roared out luftily for help, but every 
body was feized with fuch an immoderate 
fit of laughter, that not one had power to 
go to his affiftance. At length, when 
they grew tired, the coachman, who was 
a ftrong lufty fellow, took him down* 
He then ^ot Olive's feat in the carriage, 
and that comedian rode his horfe for the 
remainder ot the journey. Rappiniere 
continued his rout,, and the a£fcors arrived 
Mc at Frefnay*^ They then lent for a 
furgeon, in ofder to have a little fport ^ 
with Ragotin, whom they had perfuaded 
to think himfclf defperately wounded. 
The furgeon, who had previoufly got the 
wink, confined him tp his bed, and or- 
dered him a regimen ; by thefe means he. 
loft the grand ball which was given after 
fupper. Deftiny and Stella danced a fara* 
band with univerfal appJaufe. Next day 
the players performed, and Ragotin ven- 
tured out in his night cap to fee it* In 
(hort, the company were well entertained, 
and the morning following,, after break- 
faft, werepaid» and thanked for their per- 
formance. They arrived fafely at Allen- 
con, 
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con, where they met the Prior of St. 
Lewis, juft returned fronj^ his jdurney. 
He went to vifit our comedians, when 
Seal la called upon him to conclu4e his (lo^ 
ry, which he did in the manner you will 
find related in the following chapter. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 



The Conclusion ftf the Hiflory of ibe Prior 
^f St^ Leu is. 

IF a Tccitd of what paflTed in tfec early 
part of my life, (which was one unin- 
terupted fccne of peace and contentment) 
appeared tedious and uninterefting, how 
little entertainment can be expefted from 
what follows? a period which furnifhes 
only a feries of difappointments and mil- 
fortunes. But to proceed. As foon as we 
were all perfeft in our parts, we ajfted the 
play in M. de Frefnc*s houfe j and tho«gh 
we took infinite pains to keep it a 
fecret, yet it made a great noife in the 
ncighbogrhpod. The day of the perfor- 
mance, we-Werc crowded with company, 
though the park gate had been (hut in or- 
der to keep them out. After the play, 
du Lis and I opened the ball, and we con- 
tinued dancing till midnight. So mudh 
pleafure did we take in our new amuiib- 
mcnt, that we privately lludied an other 

plajr, 
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?j51ay. In the mean timet I conftantly vi- 
fitcd at Mr. de Frcfne's. One day, a$ we 
were all fitting together near the fire, a' 
young fellow came in, who was aflced to 
fit down. After about a quarter of aa 
hour's chat, he drew a little cafe from his 
pocket, which contained a portrait in wax, 
very happily executed, which he faid, was 
his miftref?s pifture. When the LadiesJ 
had done looking at it, i toolc it in my' 
hand, but what was my furprize, when I- 
difcovered it was defigtied for a likenefs 
of du Lis. Concluding immediately that 
tfhis was fome pretender to the woman I 
loved, 1 threw both box and pifturc into 
the fire, where the little waxen image was 
melted in an inftant. He attempted to 
fave it, but I threatened, if he did not 
defift, to throw himfelf after it • Mr. 
dc Frefne, (who at that time had ^ great' 
an afFeftiom for me, as he has fince con- 
ceived an avcrfion) fwore he*d Ihew him 
the ftiort way down ftairs. lo (hort, we 
terrified the poor Devil fo much, that he 
xjuitted the room in great confuGon/ I 
toUowed hmi, and told him, that if he 
had any pretcnfions to du Lis, hemuft ei- 
tJier refign them, or refolve to determine' 
whofe Ihe (hould be by the decifion of the 
/word ; but this he thought proper to de- 
N cline^ 
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dine, fo I was left in peaceable^polTeniofi 
of my miftrcfs. The Sundayr following^ 
ve pcrforpied the fame piccc^.we had done 
before, in a large parbur belonging to one 
of the neighbours; but we .added an in- 
terlude toit, whigh I had invented : the 
lubjcft of it was, VThc power of Love 
t over the Hearts of the Shepherds/ A cu- 
pid Qrft appeared .with, his emblematical 
Varms of lhafts^^4^bow; then the fhep* 
I herds and fliepherde0es entered two and 
, two^ drefled.all in white, with their gar* 
. men tsdeclced. with little knots of blue rib- 
i bo0, ,?vhich was du Lis's colour, A& fooa 
^ as they .w<re all on the ftage,, they formed, 
.tjiemi^lyes into a figure which xepre- 
:fent^tthc letters of du Lis's name* 
Love (hot an arrow at every (hepherd, 
^and fcattcred flames amongft the ftiepher* 
^defies; then all kneeled, in token of fub« 
, mifiion to his fway. I had written Ipnie 
. verfes which were fpoken on the occafion, 
but I have fincc forgotten thcjja. Jn tlu: 
numberlels little amufementa of this kind^ 
we beguiled the hours. For n^y parf, as 
I cf^oyed the conversation of my dear 
4u Lis, I thought myf^f perfeftly happy. 
One Sunday evening we ^reed to m^ 
a little water party after iuppcr oji tte 
xivcr, but refo^vcd to conpnc it.to^fe-. 
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<left few, I immediately went to engage 
-ta lK>at, vand brought it at the hour ap. 
pointed up "^to the park gate, where the 
Cadifs were co nacet us. Three young 
fellows. With whom they were (lightly 
«f quaintcd unluckily joined them ; aria 
"though they attempted feverti times to 
■ ftiake thctn off, they bad 0iH the rude- 
Ticfs to teize dicm witlv their companjr; 
As we obferved th^e ftrangers, inftead 
-4>f landing at the park gate, as had been 
-agreed, wcl Hiade a (ign to them to foU 
Iw, and rowed to another part of thd 
"river. The momeac I landed, the firft 
^fierfon 1 met was Mr. de Freftfe, whd 
ioKiiediately a(ked, where I had left his 
-daughters? The queftiort was fo abrupt, 
9Dd my tticcitiing him fo unelpdEbed, that 
I was cpm confufed^ ahd^l yery fimbly 
-told himy that I bad^oc feen them tnatJ 
4fiert)6oB. He ^i(hed me a good night, 
^nd went dircdily cowards the park gate, 
Heee he met bks daughters, and afked 
7(hmi wliete ihey had Setn at that hour^ 
and with whom. ^»iJkktpRiiSj we have 
4^eQ ta^dog f walk with fuch i qric^ tnin* 
tionii^ .nfiy name. The*old Gbntltmim; 
Tccqllefbing tiiat'hC'h«id-btlt3Uft'f|>oke id 
m% and that I had dedar^ I had'iitltf 
ificiithian fc Aoievihfeijiv^gahfe pbortlU 
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Xjs a box on the ear, and bidJiert^^ 
care how (he told a falfhoodag^in. This 
made a terrible breach iDctwccn^duLis and 
me i (he was even for foma^inc before (he 
would, admit ro^ to,vifit4ier. ■ I certainly 
behaved very glly, andt(h6ihad a right to 
J>c angry ,v^ith->niB:;;4^ arc ftrange 

puaccouta^lct^ifc^iUJrcs,iand. the wifcft of 
usall,.ai^ftal5jeAMJi6k fooliflily at tinges. 
pu Lis»jI;JbiMicye atthat time loved me 
|inccrcl/; \^Ior jny part, her imago can 
nctcr^quit^y heart,* therefore you may. 
. readily, concljide thatjour quarcLtermi- 
natcA Kke thcanipiofitres of lovers in ge- 
per^l, .(that is,-m^ttefs were foon made up 
wi.thQV^ ^hc interpolition of a third per- 
ibn,\apdjire gre,w fondcfi if po(ribfc, thaa 
ever, in a (hort time after thi&Jiapppned, 
;^n de^^^fne.^Qok me b private one 
day, and tqld me, jthat he; fancied I would 
hot be (jifpleafed^ when he acquainted me, 
^at he aad bis wife had come to a^refo^ 
lution to give me their daughter in mar- 
Tiage< I was fo ttanfported, that 1 Jxad 
fcarcc power to thaSk him^ jl was 
■perfe&ly frantic with my tha|jpinc6, 
I told hin^ » that I was ^always top 
fenfible of my own.want of meritj'.to.foli- 
ciUhe honour of ai^ alliance with hisfami- 
J^j^\bwp.l^^replig4.jtb»t i» objcftioa 
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ffJQlif be made for want'* of merit, and* 
that as to family, I wats pdflelTcd of what' 
^veiled all diftin6lians\' meaning money. 
He invited me'tofupper-wtih him, when 
the fundayfpUbwirig' was fixed for the 
Wedding. Hd was* going to let me kno>v 
what fortune he* could give me, but I in- 
terrupted him; -and anfwered, I wanted' 
nonej forthat 4i(fr ^erforl and accomplifli- 
ments v^efe'Udawry a Monarch might en-^ 
vy me, • l^heughtnvyfetfnowthe happi- 
eft man upan earthf ; aridT would rfot have 
forgone my hopes to have been made fo- 
vereign of the univcrfe. Fut alas ! how 
often are-weofT the very brink ^ of felicity, 
and before we' cart' tafte its ddteioufnefs,. 
ftnd the ctijy dalhed from our frps by ac- 
cklent or misfortune. Dn the eye of our 
marriage, as du Lis and I were fitting in 
an arbour, we perceived at fomediftance, 
a judge of the prefidial, who was a near re- 
ktion of Mr. de Frefne, comingonavifit. V 
do not know how it was, but the moment I^ 
beheld him, my heart feemed to forbode' 
what afterwards happened. Next day^ 
yfthtn I went to vifit du Lis, 1 met her 
father, who told me he had altered his 
mind fince h^ had been fpeaking to me^. 
and that he was refolved not to marry his^ 
younger daughter till her fifter. was'dilpo^ 
N 3 kil 
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fed off. But at all events it could ^ne«sr 
take place till his return from Paris, B^ 
replied, that ading in this manner would . 
be flriftly juft, and like a good parent^ 
but that I was perfuaded nothing could 
give Mils de Frefne greater pleafure thanu^ 
her filler's marriage and mine taking place, 
and that with refpeft to waiting till his re^ 
turn from Paris, that I would chearfuUy? 
wait ten yeais,, provided I was certain ofi 
being rcw;«^rded with my du Lis in thee 
end f( r my patieHcc* But he brought the*- 
matter to an iffuc at once, by Celling m©^ 
to put his daughter out of my head, for*? 
that he \yas determined never to receive 
xne as a fon-in-law, . Having; ^adc thi3*^ 
declaration, ^e left me, m.otionlcfs ^t\&? 
ftupified, with grief and aftonifliment;: 
I tottered home to my lodging as well ass 
I could, and abandoned myfelf to the 
blackell dcipair. I fomctime$ determined^ 
to put an epd to my exiftence,^nd perhaps- 
Ayould have been tempted to be guilty of^ 
this rafh aftion, did not the proteftingr. 
hand of providence interpofe in my be-- 
hatlf, I leflefled upon the inflexible and - 
avaricious difpofition of de^ Frelhe, and-* 
confid^red at the fame tim« theembarafled 
ilate of my finances, which were, greatly 
impaired by the fums 1 had lavilhed ia^ 
N 3 balls ^ 
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l^lls and entertainmens. In' (liorr, I 
ctearly perceived that it was the decline of 
my circumftance which caufed this fud- 
den change, and that nbthing but an en- 
creafe tothtrti, coold purehafe de Fref- 
ny's friendfliip^ • I continued* in* a ftate of 
the greateft aniiety for feveral days with- 
out hearing from du Lis, or daring tovi- 
fit her ; at lengthihe conveyc'd a ndte td 
me, in which (he pjofRifcd to nrject mfe a 
little after diifk", at-a particular fpot in 
the Park,; where we had often 'paffcd ma- 
ny a delightful hour/ How different was 
thfis interview from our former. Du Lis - 
met me with tears in her eyes, but foon 
retovering herftlf, fhc faid her father's 
CFiselty, both aftonilhed and fliocked her ; 
andihalt though (he ow^-h mi the duty of 
a child, (he was not bound to be a flave 
to^ his injuftice and caprice. She obferv-* 
ed, that he had -already given his appro- 
bation foFOur union, ami that as he could 
flot alledge any juft canfc for denying ii 
now, (he did not deem herfcif culpable 
for no longer confuking him, and giving 
jnc ' the laft proof of her affeftion by 
elopeing with me. I took her tenderly in 
my arms, and replied, no, my love, I 
will never be the means of involving you 
m difficulty and diflre(s. I cannot now 
N 4 fuppQrt 
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fepport yoo in the affliieoee I expeftccfi 
and though I can never be happy with- 
out you, it is much better one fhouid 
fuffcr, than both be miferable. Return 
my dear da Lis to your father, for my 
part I fhall go to a relation I have ii> 
Farls, and all I require of you^ is to re- 
main fingle, 'liJl you hear from me. . 1 
could fcarce articulate thefe (aft word.s^. 
grief quite choaked my utterance, du Lis. 
wept bitterly, and made the moit fo]emi> 
vow never to marry any other man. VYe 
parted,, and in a few days alter I fet.ous 
tor Paris, I met a.moft friendly and af- 
feAionate reception there^ from my rela- 
tion, who knowing my circumftances to- 
be flender, advifed mc to get if poITible^ 
into the office of a fecretary. But the 
hour I parted from du Lis^ 1 loft all fDlic!-^ 
tude for temporal welfare, and therefore, 
took very little notice of his advice. I 
was in Paris for near a year without hear- 
wig from her, till one day happening ta 
ftrole into a Coffee Houfe, I met an old 
acquaintance from Allencon. After the 
ufual prelude to convcrfation were over, 
he alked me, why I did not enquire after, 
my miftrcfs. I candidly rephed, that. I. 
dreaded hearing too much. He told mc 

L 
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J had judged rightly, that I ought to for- 
get her, for that ihe had broke her^word 
with me. I (hook like a leaf zx thefe 
words, myftrength quiteforfook me, ana 
I thought I fhould have dropt upon the 
fpot. However,.. I requefted he would 
let me krK>w the worft. He then inform- 
ed m^^ that in a ftiort time after I left 
the country du Lis was married to a young 
fellow whofe name he mentioned, ^nd 
who happened to be the* only man* I had 
an averfion to. This- laft- piece of n^ws 
put me quite befide myfelf, I (lamped, ^ 
tore my hair out nay th^roots^^and vented ' 
the moft horrid imprecations' ag^inft her^ v 
myfelf, and -the whole world, in the 
height of my-p^ion, Ipullcd out a little 
blue filk.prurfey, which (be had wrought 
with^ her own hands, and had given me 
as 3 pledgeofafFeiaionjintendingtodeftroy ' 
every thing which could remind me of her^ 
perfid/vThc monrent l-caft my eyesupon - 
It,- aU my former days of happineii ^ruiKed^ 
uppn my mind, and affected my firtty fo 
ftrongjy, that I burft into a Eood of tears, T 
Beld the little purfe for a confiderable* time 
in my.hand, then caft k with great violence: 
into.the fire, and flood by lillrfawic reduced^ 
to aflaes. The p^rfon who brought thts< 
KUcingence, ;was afterwards exceedingly; 
N 5. " fdrr/.; 
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forry for having told me of it ; but in or^ 
dcr to comfort me, he faid that it was en- 
tirely againfl: her confent fhe had been 
married, for that afterwards (he wafted, 
and pined till fhc died. Extraordinary as 
you'inay think it, I confefs I felt a me- 
lancholy pleafure in what he laft related. 
It made me imagine fhe bad not entirely 
forgot me, and was a feint proof of her 
fidelity. From that moment I determined^ 
to devote the remainder of my life to the 
icrvicc of God. Accordingly I fpoke to- 
my relation^ by whofe inrereft I obtained 
the benefice I am now in pofleflion of. I 
neither wifb, nor expeft to be greater^ 
and could I forget du Lis, I think I may 
be happy. Here the Prior flopped, hav- 
ing concluded his adventures. Stella ob* 
ferved, that he was a faithful lover indeed,, 
for that he had preferred his fidelity,, 
though his miftrcfs had proved inconftanr.. 
She was going to proceed, when Ragotin 
interrupted her, by declaring, that he 
thought this ftory would make an excel* 
lent play, and that he had a mind to un- 
dertake to write one himfelf upon the 
fubjeft. This raifed a loud laugh at the 
little man's expence. Roquebrune told- 
him that he- was a blockhead, and knew^ 
nothing of the matter, for that he could 

never 
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n^er bring it within the compafi of the 
vjnities. The Prior modcftly replied, that 
fome of our beft dramatic poets were not 
the moft rigid obfervers of ftrift critical 
propriety, and that when a piece had me- 
rit in other refpefts, he thought a negleft 
in that particular, fliould be deemed a 
beautiful blemifh. The arrival of M- dc 
Verv^lle, and Garroufliere, putan«idta 
the converfation. And I think it high 
time for me to put an end to the chapter, 
unlefs I have a mind to fatigue my reader j 
as^much as I am myfelf^ • 



N 6 chap; 
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e H A p, xir. 



Verviifs return^ occompanied h) Mr. Ga*'^- 
rouffitre. The Weddings of the ASlors hnd-^ 
JBreJfes^ with fome adventures, which' 
tcfel Ragctin: 



THE company were greatly fiirprized ' 
at feeing Mr. GarroufEerc, as for 
Vcrville, his arrival was expcfted. After* 
the ufual ceremonies were over, Verville- 
acquainted the comedians^ that there was a> 
gentleman without, whom he would beg 
leave to introduce to them. He had- 
then Cave's brother called in^. and the. 
moment Ihe lookM at him, fuch is the 
power of inftinft, (he could fcarce refraiii' 
from tears^ Mr. de Vcrville afked her- 
whether flie knew him, but ihe replied, 
fhe did not recollcft to have ever fecn his^. 
face before. He defired her to regard 
him with attention j which when flue did ' 

for 
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for (bmc time, fhc exclaimed; if he'sllv- 
ing, it is my brother. He then took her 
IB his arms, and replied, yes my dear 
lifter, it is your long loft brother, whom. 
Providence has r^ftored to you by acci- 
dent. He embraced his niece, and made 
his compliments to the whole company,, 
and then affifted at the private conference, 
which was held upon the two marriages* 
i^hich were going to be celebrated, Xhey. 
found a great deal of difficulty in procur- 
ing a clergyman to perform the cere* 
mony. For as they were not rcfidents. 
any where, it could not. be determined to. 
' what parilh they; belonged; But the Pri^ 
' or of.St^ Lew4s went him-felf to the Bifhojv 
and obtained leave from under his hand^ 
to marry them, when and wherever he. 
pleafed. As foon as Ragotia heard o£ 
this, it threw him into a profound raelaii-. 
cJioly. His mind was. difordcred fo much, 
that ppffing by, the great church of our. 
Lady one day, he fancied the chinies* 
rung. Ragotin has drank lo much wine^ 
this morning, that he is ftaggering. He 
flew in a violent paffion with the ringer, 
and cried out, you lie firrah !. I have 
drank nothing extraordinary to day. I. 
Ihould not be angry with you if you had 
made the chimes lay, that villain Deftiny 

• haa 
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his robbed Ragotin of Stella, for I would • 
have everr things inanimate teftify 'their 
refentment at my grief; but to■te!^me I • 
was drunk. However I'lf b6 tcvenged. 
He then ruflied into the church and never ' 
lialted till he mounted up to the perfon ^ 
uho was ringirig^ the drknes. He called ^ 
■ him a rafcal, a puppy, and an imperti- - 
ncnt fcoundrd^ for fuffering his bells to ^ 
fj cak fo difrefpeftfully of him.<" But the 
noife prevented the man from hearing ; 
him, which R^gotin taking for contempt, - 
came up, and gave him a violent bbw 
with his fift upon the back. i The man * 
finding' himfelf afiifulted, turned about r 
^nd fteing Ragotinv afked him -what the : 
devil brought him there, and why he * 
had ftruck him, and as he was not bf the ' 
moft pafFivc difpofuion, he accompanied i 
his interrogation with a kick on the • 
breech, which threw Ragotin againft one - 
of thfe boxes through which the ropes of * 
the bells paft^ and^ut his^ face terribly. - 
He fwore like a little fury, and fcampcred - 
down 'ftairs ia a trice. He then crofled ^ 
the church and went in fcarch of a juftice, . 
in order to complain of the infult he had' ^ 
received from the ringer. Themagiftrate 
feeing him all bloody, eafily gave credit ^ 
to hi^ depofitioni but when he was in-^ 

formed ■ 
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fbrmed of' the caufe of the difpute,^ 
he laughed very heartily, concluding 
that the llittle maa was out of his 
fcnfes. But^in order to fatisfy-him, he 
fent a fervant for the ringer, and afked 
him how he dared to infult this gentle-; 
man, (nneaningRagotin) with hischimese 
The man very fimply replied, that no- - 
thing was farther from his thougJits. But ■- 
that when he came and. ftruck him with- 
out any provocation, he had given him a 
joftle, which threw him againft the ftair- 
cafe, and cut him. The juftice defired 
him to be more circumfpefl: another time, 
and not to let hispaffion get the better of 
his underftandirrgi He then turned to ^ 
lRagotin,.and adviiedhim not to be in future - 
lb apt to credit his imagination^^ The 
little man returned home, but<^^ never, 
opened his lips of his^ adventure. How- 
ever it foon tranfpiredv and was ere long 
the laugh of the town. The time ap^ 
pointed for the marriage being arrived^ 
the Prior of St. Lewis condtifted the 
parties to his own church, and after the 
ceremony was performed, the company 
retired to pafs the reft of the day in 
fcafting and merriment. 
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€ H A P; XIIL. 



KagoUn's Defppir; and tht Conclufton of /5r • 
Q^mic Romance.' 



1^ A^XOUR now found that he Had 
^ no more hopes of. fuccecding with 
Siella than Ragotin. One morning he got 
up very e«rly -and went in feanclv-of the 
lutlc man. He found him in his chara-r 
ber, writing, and wh-en he afked him what 
he was about, Ragotin^ replied, compo- 
Cng my.owaepitaph, Whimfical enough^ 
\xpon my foul, replied Rancour, for my 
part, 1 never heard of an epitaph being 
written for a ^an till he was dead. Aiid 
• what's more extraordinary, is that you 
ihould compofe it ypurfelf It may be 
ilrang?, fays Ragotin, but its true, and 
you Ihall hear it. He then opened -the 
paper which he? had fdlded,^ and read thefe* 
lines to^him.. 

' ' Under 
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^nder this (lone poor Ragotin lics^ 
For years a fl'avc to Stella's bright cyofi r- 
He woo'd in vain^ yet Dcftiny's art 
Stole in a moment her yielding heart. 
Hence in dcfpair his fpirit took flight*. 
And faiPd adrifr to the realms pf night. 
Me went on the ftage, 'm hopes that 

way to move her; . 
Now the cuttain'is diopp*d, his afting^ 
is oven 

Rancour paflcd the moft extravagant? 
encomiums upon this compofiiionv bu& 
obfcrved that there was one difad vantage 
attending it, iiamely,,hfs never being abl0^ 
to read it upon his own tomb-' Ah;^ re- 
plied Ragotin, you have been the. fourcc 
of all my naisfortunes, for you were privyj 
to every thing, and yet gave n^ hopes ta 
the lait. Rancour fwore that he knew 
nothing for certain, but acknowledged 
that he all along fufpeded ; adding, t 
imagined^the prote/Tjon (he followed would, 
have cured hereof her of her vanity, but 
Imuft cbnfclSi that there is. not perhaps, av 
more modeft and referved . woman in thc: 
kingdom. He tnen. informed, him how 
he liad long had. a paffion for her himfelf„ 

buL 
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Blit tbatfince his hopes were now defe*t-£^- 
cd, he was determined lo quit the com-- 
pany ; efpeeioiiy as he expcftcd to be dif- 
miffcrd now Cave's brother was come, and - 
travel to Renncs where he -was certain of^ 
an engagement. Rkgotin told him it was^ - 
no wonder he had not fpofee for him» 
when he was 'fo much in lore , himfelf* 
BOt Rancour fwore he was a man of too»^> 
much honour to treat his^ friend fo badly^ . 
and that he never miffed an opportuninty 
of pleading his caule. So you arc deter- - 
nvined, fays Ragotin to quit the company- 
i have taken the lame refolution too, but : 
mine is a more defperate one, for I intend* - 
abandoning the world 'at>t he fame timeifv 
Rancour imagined that he meant to ihui: i 
himfelf up in^a convent, and therefore - 
took no farther notice of him or his epi- 
taph. Wlien Ragotin found himfclf a- - 
lone, he began to think of the bed me- 
thod of dispatching himfclf^ Hfe^tookup ' 
a piftol, and loaded it with a ^brace of r 
balls, but afterwards laid it by, prudent- - 
ly. concluding 4t would make too great a < 
noife. He then drew his fword, and fixed i 
the point to hrs breafl, but the firft prick ^ 
it gave, he dropt his defign of running 
himfelf through the body. At. length he 
went into the ftable whilft the fcrvants 

were r 
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ynvc' atbreakfaft; he theia took, a rope, 
which he found tied to the pack faddk 0^^" 
a carrier's horfe, m\d fafteoing it to the 
rack, fixt it with a noofc round his neck,,, 
but whcn^ he came to mak« the experi- 
ment his heart failed him, and he waited : 
tili he faw a ftrange gentleman come in ;.,, 
be thenr thre>»r hmifelf off ^ bcddly^ but : 
took care to keep one foot upon -the man* • 
ger.. Prefently thcs olWt>r . coiiaes to gctr 
tiiis gpetlenaan his horfe^ but. when he - 
perceived Ragotin daitgling-from the rack,- 
ke railed a terrible outcry, and brought^^^ 
the whole family,, about him in a trice. , 
They cut him down, and uftd every me- 
thod to .bj^in^hifiiAta himielf, which by- 
tjie by, was no very difficult matter. He 
was then a{kcd>tkc reafon of this ralh / 
ailion» bwt they could not get a word out . 
of him.., RaBCOiuv?took Stella on one fide, , 
afld.explaiiacdeviry thing jo her,, and had , 
even^thc impudence to mention his own 
paflTian^ Ihe made him no reply, but 
kfc him abruptly to his meditations, . 
Some time after Kagotin acquainted. tJifc 
company, that he.had formed a refolutioa* 
to return to Manst-widi Mr. .de Vervilte, 
This was univerfally affcntcd to, and he 
and that gentleman fct out. next morning. 
'CAiJy^oo dheir journty. . When they were 

leaving 
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leaving thfe inn^ Vcrville''afked the oftTetv"- 
whether he- bad watered the horfes, thtf 
other anfwered that it was toa early, btit 
that Jie- might givethcm a drink as th'ejr 
were paging the river. Our travellersr 
then pot-lpurs to their h6ffes, and as foorr - 
as they had croflcd the bridge rode down 
to the water fide. Ragotin proceeded 
fifft, but happening ta- go •'iir'^'where^ 
the bank' was broke off^ • hils * horfe* 
ftumbled^ and threw h'xtn^^ over hir - 
neck into the* water. - The^lacc was very ' 
deep, and as the little ' man' could not* 
fwim, encumbered as- he was, with his^ 
cloak, his carbine, and fv/ord, he was 
funk immediately.^ One of Mr. VervillV 
lc4-vants undreffeil and went to his aflift-* 
ance, -bCit when he brought him out, hcf 
was fton« dead. Irr the mean time Ver-* 
ville.fent to advertife the players of what* 
had happened.- They all came direftly 
to the river's fide, and having tried every^ 
method in vain to recover him, they in-- 
terred his body in 'the chufch*yard of St. 
Catharine's- Ghapel. Thus ended the life- 
of this little whimfical lawyer, whofe ad- 
ventures, difafters, and misfortunes wilt 
be remembered by the W habitants- of Al* 
kncon, and Mans, as long as the admrra-- 
ble afting of this exoellent company., 

Roqucbruaae. 
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'^oquebr^ine when Tie faw^Ragotin was 
<leacl, obferved, that, his fpitaph mud be 
alter'd, and accordingly nWe the fol- 
iowing change init: 

M A G OiT VN-rs EP IT A P H. 

ItUnder this done poof 'Kagotin lies^ 
;For years a (lave to Stella's bright cycaj 
•jHe woo*d in vain, yetDcftiny's art 
Stole in a moment her yielding heart. 
Hence in defpairhis forfaken fpright, 
rSaird without boat to .i;hc; realms jaf 
- night. 
He went on the ftage in Ji^esctfaittway 

to move her, 
-Now the cimaui.is4K)ppy,'his afting 
. is over.] 

The Aftersaoid .AftretTes returned to 
{their apartments, .And continued the exer- 
lic'ife or their . profeffions, with the, ufu^ 
;.^pprobation. 



FINIS. 
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